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PREACH, 


In the following pages an effort has been made to give 
in a elear, concise manner the history of the settlement and 
growth of Woodford county. The aim has been to give a 
condensed, yet complete statement of facts in a clear, un- 
prejudiced way. No attempt has been made to eulogize the 
men who have made the eounty what it has become, altho 
there are many who merit the highest eneomiuns. 

In the preparation of this volume aid has been reecived 
irom a great number of sources and to all who have so will- 
ingly aided in this work, I extend my heartfelt thanks. The 
little volume is presented to the publie with the sincere wish 
that it may add to the knowledge of local history among our 
people. Every effort has been made to insure its authen- 
ticity, but in a work of this character it is unpossible to 
prevent the creeping in of some mistake. I trust that what- 
ever errors may have occurred in this etfort to serve the 
pubhe may be regarded with the same leniency and kind- 
hess as my previous efforts. 

I wish to express my gratitude for the use of hali-tones 
to the Minonk News, Bloomington Pantagraph, Minonk 
Dispateh, Woodford County Republican, Benson Bee, Meta- 
mora Ilerald, ElPaso Journal, Geo. W. Nanee, of Blooming- 
ton, editor of the history of the Nance family; and Ienry 
Bb. Meek of Kansas City, editor of the history of the Meek 
family. 

Respectfully, 
ROY L. MOORE. 


ROY L. MOORE. 
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CHAPTER I. 
Early Settlements. 


HE brief span of a century serves to embrace the 

history of the growth and development of Woodford 
county, yet within that comparatively short period the vast 
unbroken wilderness has become one of the garden spots of 
{llinois. Prairies over which deer and wolves roamed un- 
molested have become the home of a prosperous, energetic 
rarming people. Vast regions, but a few years ago itl 
crossed save by an Indian trail, are now vrossed and 
crossed by roads of steel that carry, with constantly iiereas- 
ing efficiency, the growing traffic of an energetic population. 
Wide sections that were once unbroken by a tree are dotted 
with groves planted by the hand of inan, which add their 
beanty to the grandeur of the scene. Ifere and there thriv- 
ine towns have risen to contribute their share to the wealth 
and prosperity of a growing country. 

The territory uow embraced within the borders of 
Woodford county was once the camping gronnd of roving 
Indian tribes. The early settlers found here scattered rep- 
resentatives of the Pottawotamies. These were as a rue 
friendly to the whites, altho occasionally some shght dis- 
turbance caused a rnpture between them for the time being. 
During the winter of 1830-731, which was noted for the great 
snow, they proved of great assistance to the settlers. Other 
ivibes roained over this region at an earlier date, among 
which were Foxes and Sacs. North of Woodford county, 
near La Salle, lies Starved Rock where the now famous 
Illini made their final stand against their enemies and 
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were destroyed. These tribes Imnted freely over that part 
of HWhnois of whieh Woodford is a part. The western portion 
of the eounty is particularly rieh i relies of an early Tndian 
oceupation, Alone the banks of the THlimnois are numerous 
mounds that are the relies of a departed people. A mimber 
of these have been opened and found to contain various 
wenpons and other tokens of the manner of living of our 
predecessors. Near Metamora there are evidences of that 
region having been the seene of a fierce battle between 
Indian tribes. North of there was the lodge of the chiel 
Black Partridge, whose name is banded down to us in the 
townslnp of that name. 

This portion of the connty has the honor of heing first 
ehosen by the pioneer as a place of settlement. The traveler 
them that region feels that he is on histome grounds. In 
1680 La Salle. the great Ireneh explorer, floated down the 
inois and built on the bank of the river the Fort Creve 
Coner, now Famous in the history of the state. The exact 
location of the fort is in dispute, but the latest claim is that 
made by Dan R. Sheen, the well-known attorney of Peoria, 
who believes i was located on this side of the river on the 
farm he now owns in Tazewell county. Be that as if may, 
there is little doubt that the western part of our county was 
visited by the ereat explorer and his followers. 

The region now embraced im the boundaries of the 
eounty has belonged at various times to different territories, 
and, sinee the division of Hlinois into counties began, i has 
been a part of a nuinber of different counties. At the time 
of the Revolntionary war, three colonies. Massachusetts, 
Virginia, and Connectient, claimed possessions in the terri 
tory now ineluded ino Ulineis., In 1778) Virgima, whieh 
elaimed the central and southern parts of the state, formed 
Hs possessions, Woodford together with the rest, into a 
eounty called [hnois, named in honor of the tribe of Indians, 
When the territory was organized at a later date this name 
vas retained. At that time this portion of the state was an 
unbroken wilderness. The most visionary would have found 
little prospect of future ereatness. 


BARELY SETTLEMENTS. a 


At the close of the Revolutionary war, these states 
ceeded their possessions to the National government, and in 
1787 the region northwest of the Ohio and east of the Mis- 
sissippi, Was organized as the Northwest Territory noder 
the famous ordinances of 1787. General Arthur St. Chur was 
appointed first territorial governor. In 1790 he organized 
a county in the southwest, embracing the historig region 
of Kaskaskia, and named it St. Clair in honor of hinsell. 
In June of that sane year Xtnox county was organized, and 
included the central and northeastern parts of this state, 
and all of Indiana. Woodford was a part of this vast county. 
Tn 1800 Indiana territory was formed, with Ihnois as a part 
of it. William Henry Harrison was its first governor, ne 
was not until 1809 that Hlinois was organized as a territory 
with Ninian Mdwards as its first governor. 

The division of the state into connties was a process 
{hat covered many years. The creating of new counties and 
the adjustment of howndary lines was in the hands of the 
members of the legislutuve, so that political inflnence went 
lar toward bringing into existence nrMcrous counties in the 
state. The desire lor the location of the connty seat fre- 
quently led citizens, who were ambitions for the advance- 
ment of their town, to petition for the creation of a new 
county, or a readjustment of boundary lines, that would 
be qnore favorable to carrying out their plans. The settle- 
ment of the Southern part of the territory oceurred at a 
Wiheeudieslaite dian (iat of the Central and Nortivern 
portions. As a natural result, the southern counties were of 
nueh earlier origin tian those of this region, In 1801 an 
adjustment of boundaries was made and all that portion of 
Hlineis north of the mouth of the Embarrass river, including 
at least three-fourths of the area of the state was included 
in Madison county. bn 1814 a dividing line was formed pas- 
sing north and south thin Madison county alone the Third 
Prineipal Meridian, dividing the territory now embraced in 
the county of Woodford along the Tine, now separating 
Greene township frem Roanoke and Clayton township from 
Linn, The appended list shows the dates at which changes 
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oceurred and the names of counties to which territory now in 
Woodford belonged. During this time the easter part was 
in one comfy and the western portion in another. 


Bastern Part. Western Part. 
Wile lO | Edwards 1814-517 Madison 
Pou: LO Cyaiarfored i= 2) ogi 
119-210 Clark 1821-°25 Sangamon 


1821-'25) Favette 

In the early 20°s the first settlements occurred within 
the present limits of the county. The western portion was 
settled first and any county business to be transacted had to 
be done with the officials at the county seat in Springfield. 
In 1825 the western part was pemnitted to transact business 
im Peoria. altho it was not an actual part of that county. 
Tn 2827 Tazewell county was created and originally em- 
braced all of what is now Woodford. Tazewell was named 
in honor of Governor Lyttleton W. Tazewell, a prominent 
bayyver, representative in congress and member of the 
United States senate from Virginia. During this period 
settlers began to come in more rapidly, and in 1830, still 
another change was made. MelLean county was created and 
the eastern portion of Woodford was given to MeLean. Phe 
dividing tne between Tazewell and the newly created county 
Was six noles west of the Third Principal Meridian, running 
along College street Eureka. The new county was named 
In honor of John MeLean. a stalwart pioneer lawyer and 
territomal judge. Tle was the first representative in Con- 
egress Trom Illinois, and later United States senator from 
this state. This was the last change that took place before 
the passage and approval of the law créating Woodford 
county im February, 1841. While these events were in 
progress the county was gradually becoming more thickly 
settled and at the time of the organization of the county 
several towns had been started. 

Strauge as it may seem to us at the present day the 
timber lands were the first choice of the pioneer, who was 
free to choose the best of the land. The prairies were shun- 
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ned as giving little hope of productive returns. Most of 
the settlers came from wooded regions and jiad learned to 
love the timber. Years after the first settlement was made 
the pioneer still made his home in the wooded lands. He was 
not without reason for clinging to the timber, for the woods 
furnished logs for his eabin, fnel for lis fire, and material 
for his fenees; while the prairies with their rank grasses, 
ereat sloughs and ponds did = not furnish an inviting 
prospect. Only by the sneeess of the more daring were the 
people induced to take government lands on the prairie. 


The first aetual settlement that was of a permanent 
natire was made in the early 20's, altho a man named 
Bleylock was in the eounty as early as 1819. The first 
settlers found him living Indian fashion, spending his time 
hunting and fishing. Ile had a family and hved in the 
region of Partridge and Spring Bay townships. There is so 
much uneertainty about this man as to ereate a doubt as to 
whether his name was William or George Bleyloek. Ie was 
seon followed by settlers of a more permanent character. 
During the next few vears numerous emigrants eame who 
were the foundation of a prosperous settlement. Situated 
near the river, which furnished the easiest and quickest 
incans of travel, it was natural that the settlements in the 
vicinity of Spring Bay should grow. In 1822 William 
Blanchard, who came from Vermont, crossed the Illmois 
and began to farm on this side of the stream. Ile built Ins 
‘cabin just across the line in Tazewell connty. This is said 
to have been the first house between Fort Clark, afterward 
called Peoria, and Chicago. At a later date Mv. Blanchard 
became a resident of Spring Bay township. The next year 
a cabin was erected within the boundary of Woodford hy 
a Mr. Darhy. This cahin was probably the first erected in 
the actual limits of the county, and was built in 1823. The 
next decade witnessed a slow but no less certain growth. 
Horace, Austin, and Joseph Crocker came from Columbis 
county, New York, and at once identified themselves with 
movements for the growth of the settlement. [lorace and 
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Austin Crocker were interested in the ereetion of the first 
mill operated by water power in the west end, altho not thy 
first in the county. A mill was a very essential part of the 
early settlement. Means of communication witht the otsicle 
World were so nreager as to cause the settler fo depend en- 
tirely on the loeal oil) for the grtmding of his wheat and 
earn. The news of the movement for a new till was tevled 
with @reat satisfaction, altho there had heen ao suv! iil] 
eperated by horse power there before, Alten and Phoniis 
Donahue agere at ome fane TNO sted ni tii small, tater 
finally passed into te hands of Rowland Crocker, and ror 
more thaw half a century Ho owas an npertint Tactor mi the 
business life of Spring Bay. ‘The building was finished in 
Wed. Later Willbim Tioshor erected what was knowu far 
ancl wide as Tloshor'’s mill The owner exe to Woadrord 
coumty with bis breather Jefferson in 18300 from airfield. 
Ola. This mill enjoved an extensive busitess for many 
years. 

Four other points in fire county were of almost as early 
settlement as was fhe west side, Metamora, Panther, Wal 
nut and White Qak Groves. Clustering arouud tle region 
of Metumora, or llanever, as it was first ealled, are apgreat 
number of historical events that imake that viemity the 
deHeht of the historian, hot 1823 Daniel, William and 
Solomon Sowards came to that region from New Woghied 
and were soon followed by others. 

In 1836 the first postolffice in the county was established 
at Black Partridge, a point three miles north of the present 
site of the village. The office was named in honor of Blick 
Partridge, an Indian chief whose lodge was at an early date 
in that neighborhood. It was located in the house of -lames 
Boys. who was the first postmaster. The duties of the post- 
waster of that dav were not arduous. Very few papers were 
taken and letters were few and far between. Posiage stainps 
lad not come into use, and the postage was usually patd by 
the recipient of a letter. Rates were high, and i! was suie- 
times a serious matter to get a letter from the office. A hitle 


EARLY SETTLEMENTS. 15 


inter an offiee was opened at Park's mill about a mule from 
Afetamorn, with William Davenport as postinaster. ‘Thus 
was Gnally called Partridge Pot, altho Ilanover seeins to 
have been the name first selected. The name of the Indian 
chief was again honored. At a later date this atiice was re- 
moved to the village by R.T. Cassell. 

While these events were in progress in the west end, 
similar events were taking place in Walnut Grove. which 
embraced the territory around Eureka. These were timbered 
lands along Walnut creek. Its wooded hills proved an ip- 
viting prospect for the pioneer, and about 1824 Josepa Mil- 
ion found his way to that region and began farming. ‘That 
was but the beginning of a migratory movement that. hac 
Walnut Grove as its destination. Many of these settlers 
were from Kentueky. Some came because of their dishke 
of slavery, others came in the hope of bettering thei con- 
dition, By 1832 there were a sufficient number there to or- 
ganize a church, and the Christian chureh was formed, with 
13 members. Southeast of Walnut Grove. along Panther creek 
was another point of settlement. In 1830 Wilhaim and 
Campbell Moore came to the region afterward known as 
Bowling Green. They at once prepared for the ereetion of 
a mill on tlie bank of Panther creek. This was a short dis- 
dance frem where the town was afterward laid out, and 
was the first water null built in the county. 

White Oak Grove was settled in 1828. Located near 
what became the boundary line between Woodford and Me- 
Lean counties, its history is closely connected with that of 
the latter. Robert and Samuel Phillips were the first comers 
to that region, but they were soon followed by others who 
established themselves and began farming. 

The next decade witnessed the arrival of numerous 
settlers from the older states or from older portions of Hh- 
nois. This paved the way for the opening of stores. Towns 
were at that time widely scattered. Grain was frequently 
taken to Peoria, Pekin, and even to Chicago. It was some 
time after the first settlement was made betore a store was 
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opened. In 1836 Solomon Tucker opened one at Hanover. 
Ihis example was shortly afterward followed by Israel and 
Weeks. The year following James and Aaron Richardson 
opened a store in Bowling Green. Shortly afterward Dur- 
ntti and Calloway began business in Versailles. 

In 1840 Seott and Munn opened a grain office at Spring 
Bay. This gave the county Yor the first time a direet means 
of transportation for their grain on the river beats. It 
made Spring Bay a point of importanee amoug the carly 
settlers and a held a prominent place for many years, 


CHAPTER IL. 
The West End. 
Ae history of the west side of the connty embraces 

Spring Bay, Partridge and Worth townships. Bordered 
on the west by the [lhnois river, its area is hilly and wood 
clad. For several miles east of the river the roads are wind- 
mg and its scenery is pieturesque. Yeats before the fect ef 
the white man touehed this region, it was oceupied hy 
Indian tribes, and these have left on that territory the un- 
mistakable evidence of their occupation. When their white 
brothers came to the country, they still found scattered 
representatives of Indian tribes, among these were the Pot- 
tawofamies, Saes, Foxes and Ottawas. The timber lands 
offered protection from the fierce storins thaf swept uniin- 
peded over the wide prairies, at the same time they furnished 
an abundance of game to satisfy the eager hunter. The 
broad waters of the Il[hnois mvited him to its banks, open- 
ing the way for his eanoe and supplying him with fish. The 
springs, which abounded, furnished an abundanee of pure 
water, The region offered him an ideal retreat. 

This part of the county is rich in rehes of a previous 
ocenpation, A namber of mounds are found in Partridge 
and Spring Bay townships that were without question 
{hrown up by those who possessed the country in by-gone 
days. Near Spring Bay on Mrs. Gunther’s property is found 
a very perfeet specimen of a mound. It covers quite a large 
area, and it is almost perfeetly rounded at the top. It has 
never been opened, in deference to the wishes of the 
owner who desires to preserve i as it is. The origm 
of these mounds is im dispute, some claim that they 
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were bill by the so-called mound builders of prehistorme 
times, while others beHeve that they were the work of the 
Indians themselves. The contents of the mounds thus far 
explored indicate that they were of Indian origin. The 
question is, however, on open one. 

An Indian eraveyard extends north and south thorn 
the village of Spring Bay. From what is seen of this grave- 
yard. they appear to have buried thei dead in trenches 
about two Feet in depth. In digging cellays or excavating 
for Toundations along the line of this graveyard, Indian 
skeletous are frequently found, 

This region was the scene of the first settlement made 
within the boundary of Woodford county, The site was 
selected by the pioneer because of its proxinity to the river. 
It was but a short time alter the coming of the first settlers 
{haf new comers began to arrive from the older states, and 
from the shores of Enrope. Germany and France sent many 
oval, sturdy settlers Trom their shores to Woodford county. 
Many of these came to New Orleans, and ascended the Mis- 
sissippl and tHlinois rivers to the landings near the western 
borders of Spring Bay or Partridge. Others came to Chi- 
cago. and pushed their way to county borders. These people 
possessed the perseverance and sterhng integrity that made 
them the foundation of the county’s true greatness. No 
more toval, patriotie citizens of America have been found 
than these pioneers and their descendents. 

Spring Bay. 

The region of Spring Bay early becaine the home of a 
thriving class of pioneers. Not great in wealth nor extended 
In power, vet having a wealth of patience and courage that 
enabled them to bring the viver bottoms under cultivation, 

Among the most prominent of these pioneers was the 
Belsley family. In 1831 Joseph Belsley settled im Woodford 
county. He lived on the west side until 1879, when his 
death oecurred. Several of the descendents of this 
family are quite widly known through the county, being 
now residents of Roanoke. Beside Joseph Belsley there were 
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Christian, Michael and Peter, who settled in the same vied 
nity. Michael only remained a short time and moved. to 
Tazewell county, Peter died there, and of the four, Christian 
x the only one living in the county today. Tle is 82 yeurs 
of age and has resided here sinee he was seven years of age, 
They came from Enrope, and were among those setters who 
came on the river, 

Horace, Austin and Rolland Crocker came from Col- 
tnhia county, New York, and for a number of years were 
pronmnent figinves in Spring Bay lille. They came among the 
earliest settlers ia the county, and soon erected the Croeker 
mill, Kor more than hall a century this served the people 
oF the west end, but if has long since vone to deeay. 

Another well known miller was William Losher, 
Who eame in 18300 Tron Ohio. Tle was decompanied 
by his brother Jefferson, who served as coubive cone 
missioner — for several years. Hoshor’s mill was 
another of the early omterprises of the eotnty. aN qart. 
of tt sill stands as a relie of its Tormer presperity. 
The Williams family was also well known figures in 
the township, the three brothers,  Riehare. Lewis 
and Jackson, being connected with the business interests of 
the town. C. A. Genoways was another who held a prounnent 
place in the business life of Spring Day. J. Cand Phineas 
Shottenkirk came in the early 30’s from New York. They 
boneht Jand and prospered in’ their newly founded honie. 
There were numerous other prominent settlers aside from 
these, among whom were William Blanchard, who settled 
in 1822 in Tazewell county and later moved to Sprme Bay 
township. Jesse Day who began to farm there in 1829, An- 
gus MeQueen in 1837 came from New York. beige a native 
of Scotland. Isaae Phillips, Jacob Wilson, Elzy and Sampson 
Bethard, George Sommers and William Barker were other 
pioneers of that region. 

These settlers had been here but a few years when they 
began to make plans for founding towns. Spring Bay was 
one of the early villages of the county. It was founded in 
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1836, before the organization of Woodford county and was 
at that time a part of Tazewell county. 

The first schools were taught im the eabins of those 
interested in edneation, The township now las two schools 
expending about $1,100 annually in their support. 

Mor many vears Spring Bay was without a church, bit 
iW recent vears a church has been erceted there and it has 
a small congregation, 

When the townships were formed the portion of the 
county forming the subjeet of this discussion was laid ont 
asa township. aliho if was not half the size of a congres- 
sional township. The name of the village within its borders 
was assigned fo the newly created township. The first officers 
were as follows: Supervisor. CG. W. Sehnibley; assessor, 
John Uazard; collector, C. A. Genoways; town clerk, C. 8. 
shiilis. 

The present township officers are as follows: Super- 
visor, Alfred Tosher:; eolleetor, William S. Kichorn; asses. 
sor Adolph Jleffman; elerk. Henry | Bieber: — ¢om- 
nissioners, Ered oJ. Loser, Gottheb Koeh, Robert Miller; 
Justices, Peter Loser, George Winkler; constables, Otto Ur- 
ban and Lewis Mackey. 

Partridge. 

To Partridge township belongs the honor of heing the 
home of the first white settler in the county, for altho Wil- 
liam Blevloek merely lived Indian fashion in the woods and 
hills, he must be considered a settler, since his family resided 
with him in their tent or wigwam. It was several years be- 
fore settlers of a more permanent character began coming 
to the forest clad hills. The first among these was Francis 
Ayers, who came from Ohio in 1831, having previonsly stayed 
a short time in Metamora township. Joseph Belsley, fam- 
iliarly known as ‘‘Red Joe’? eame to Partridge from France 
in 1831. Shortly afterward Louis A. Guibert came from the 
same ountry, settling in that township in 1833. 

Joseph Johnson came to the township about 1834, and 
operated a grist and saw mill. John, Isaac, David and Peter 
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Snyder arrived in 1834, coming from Germany. John Sharp 
caine from Peoria in 1835. Other settlers were Chauncey 
Baker, Philip Bettelynne, John M. Clingman, Daniel and 
Samuel HWedlock, Daniel Sowards, Benjamin Young and 
William Iunter. There has never been a town in Partridge 
townslip, but there was at one time a store, conducted hy 
George Ramey. The first blacksmith shop was opened hy 
Jeff. Tolafero. It ultimately passed into the hands of Mr. 
Johnson. <A postoffive was maintained at the home of 
Chauncey Baker for a number of years, and mail was 
brought over from Chillicothe by any one going over. 


The earliest preachers in the township were Rev’s Day- 
enport, Palmer and Pigsley. For many years the people of 
Partridge were without a chureh, but in recent Vears one 
has been erected about four miles southwest of Cazenovia. 
Tiere the settlers have enjoyed the privelege of hearing the 
gospel proclaimed since its dedication. It is of the Christian 
denomination. The first schools were taught in the homes, 
My. Caldwell and Mr. Pliunmer being the pioneer teachers. 
There are now in the township three schools, expending 
annually about $1.200 for their support. 


When the townships were formed in the comity, Par- 
tridge was named for the Indian chief, Black Partridge, and 
Jefferson Hoshor first acted as suprvisor. The township is 
at present represented by the following officials: Supervi- 
sor, Solomon Winkler; clerk, Ross Beavers; assessor, Andrew 
Butte; commissioners, John Bohlander, Louis Curry, Ben 
Fuchs; justices, Louis J. Johnson and Win. Jones; constable, 
lienry Spilliman. 

One of the most important undertakings ever launched 
in the county was begun a few years ago by citizens and 
Jand owners in Partridge township. It was known as the 
Partridge Drainage district. A petition was presented in 
the county court for the formation of a drainage district 
that would drain land valued at more than a million dollars. 
The eost of the work would probably reach one hundred 
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thousand dollars. la. 04. Guibert was appointed conmmissioner, 
but the work was never completed. 

One of the pleasant Geeasions for the gathering of the 
people of Sprme Bay, Worth and Partridge townships is the 
wnunal fish Pry. People gather for miles around and enjoy 
the miusie, dmusements and speeches. All are treated te all 
the fish they can eat. and enjoy a general eood time, 

Worth. 

South of Partniidge and east of Spring Bay les Worth 
township. Barly m the history of the county Worth be- 
ean to atract settlers to its territory. Aimone the cearlitest 
ol these was Zedock Tall a pioneer Methodist preacher. 
lor vears no figure in Methodism was utore prominent in 
Woodford county than was this early expounder of the 
vospel. this message was heard Tar and wide. and was 
prodnetive of much good. Kor many vears his son Lewis 
Pell lived in’ Worth township. Among other early settlers 
ay be found the names of Peter Weber, Cluristian Smith. 
Charles Molitor, Joseph Schertz, Christian Belsley, Jacob 
loerger, Martin Sommers, Peter Natlzinger, ** Red Joe?” Bel- 
sley, M. Wagener, Jolin J. Tool, David Kindig, James West, 
John, Christian and Thomas Brownfield, Simon Groves, 
Sammel Beek, John Sunderland and Thomas Sunderland, br. 
Pefer Weim opened the first blacksinith shop. while William 
HPoshor owned the first hotel, which was called the Gernian- 
town Tlouse. Peter Saale conducted a bar and eracery there 
For a ontunber of vears. This was also kept at one tine by 
Frank Tropp. Later a saw mill was ereeted hy Mr 
Itoshor. This little hamlet was known for vears as German- 
town, Another well known resort of former days was the 
Inion Tloause on the state road live miles west of Metamora. 
The later comers munbered among them Tenry Wald- 
selumdt. Peter Barner, John Miller, Valentine and Conrad 
Rohman., Adam and George Wenzel, Peter Cingerich, 
Charles Mohtor, Conrad. Jacob and John Ae and George 
Greiner, 

A nimnher of these early seitlers came from Lorraine. 
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They brought their household goods to the sea shore, sold 
their horses, put their goods on a sailing vessel and came to 
New Orleans. They were two and a half months on the tr ig 
They then came on the Mississippi and Hlinois to Spring Bay, 
which was as large as Peoria at. that time. T ev are saad to 
have brought the first wagons to the county. They hauled 
grain to Chicago in those days, and it required ten days to 
make the trip. The greater part of these early settlers 
built themselves log cabins. A number of these are still 
use by residents of Worth township. 

An interesting story is told hy Mayor Frank Giehl, 
Metamora concerning the first stand of bees in the we he 
part of Woodford county. One of the pioneers was retumn- 
mg home one day, when he saw a swarm of hees that had 
settled on a tree near by. He was v ery anxious to have them, 
and improvised a novel means to capture them. A part of a 
hollow log was seeured and a piece of his clothing was tied 
around the lower end and the bees were caught in the log. 
When they were all in he tied up the other end of the low 
and went on his way rejoicing. At home, he made a hive for 
his prize froin another hollow log, and from this start. he 
received his first, honey 

Lourds was at one time a postoffice, the first postmaster 
being ITenry Theobald. Mail was delivered there from Meta- 
mora. 

Brickiown as it is named was a settlement so ealled from 
the fact that a large brick yard was at one time condneted 
there, 

One of the earliest schools in the county was faught 
Benj. Williams’ bam by Mr. Elhnore, but the first saa 
house was built at a much later date, Ags early as 1846 school 
was held in a log sehool house at Lourds. In 1882 a new 
building was erected. There are now six schools in’ the 
township which require an annnal expenditure of about 
$2,300 for their support. 


Worth has ene point of general interest. that is the 
Chureh of bnmaeulate Conception ai Lourds. The organi- 
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gition was formed in 1837, and for several vears held servi- 
ces ina barn, bn 1840 a little log church was erected. This 
was the first congregation in the county to build a church, 
and if is said to have been the first church built’ between 
Peoria and Chicago. This served for a munber of years as a 
necting place. The church was first served by a priest from 
Joliet. In 1854 Rey. Father M. Gipperich came to the organi- 
azition and remained two vears, About that time work on the 
new church was begun, Ht was built from brick made by 
Peter Wiltz in his brick yard, which was quite an extensive 
establishment. The chureh was finished in 1858, and in the 
storm of that year, the roof was blown off. It was at once 
replaced and the chureh still serves as a convenient, place 
of worship. The structure cost about $12,000. It has con- 
nected with i a large cemetery. There was at one time a 
log church under the control of the Lutheran denomination, 
but this long years ago passed out of the memory of the 
vreater part of the people. An old Anish church was built 
on the State road in more recent vears. 

The township was organized in 1855, and Jacob Schuck 
was elected as its first supervisor, 

The officers at present are as follows: Supervisor, Teo 
i. Schwenk: clerk, John Meister; assessor, Jobn CG. Kek- 
stein; collector, John G. Fandel; commissioners, Wain. Roh- 
man, Peter Nieswetter, Adam Geigerich; justice, Conrad 
Dubois, Kd. Noe: contables, Conrad WW. Kerker, Charles 
Studer. Among the carly settlers was George Schneider, a 
resident of Benson at the present time. He remembers many 
incidents connected with pioneer life, altho he was not 
dnmong the first settlers. 
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CHAPTER UT. 


Metamora. 


IIE earliest settlers came to Metamora township when 

the county was but in its infaney. The pioneers were 
attracted to its picturesque woods, and soon had a tlourish- 
ine little settlement. Around the site of Metamora cluster 
av host of historie memories that serve to make the actors 
in these important events the center of interest im the 
county. Even before the coming of the first settlers, the 
region was important in the Indian life of prehistoric days. 
No single portion of the country is so rich im historical 
«lata as is this. 

The first settlers to make their appearance on the scene 
of action were Danial, William and Solomon Sowards. The 
exact date of this settlement isin doubt, but it was probably 
about 1824. The example set by these bold pioneers was fol- 
lowed by others and within a few years the region number- 
ed a score of families. So rapid was this settlement that by 
1836 there was a demand for a postoffice and im that year 
one was established about three miles north of the present . 
site of the town, in the home of James Boys, who was the 
first postmaster in the county. [tf was discontinued in a short 
time and one was opened at Partridge Point. The first post- 
office had been named for the chief, Black Partridge, and 
the name of the second again honored the old Indian chief. 
Partridge Point was near Metamora, the postoffice bemg 
at Parks’ saw mill. William Davenport was the first post- 
master there. 

The vear of 1836 was an important one in the growth 
of the county, as it witnessed the establishment of four 

(25) 
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towns in quick suecession, the first in the county. Meta- 
mora or Tlanover as i was then called, was among this 
number. 

Settlers came from various states aud the region soon 
beeame one of the most populous parts of the eounty. In 
1828 George Kingston settled in the township, counting from 
Ireland. Peter Engle, Sv.. John Enele. Francis Bregeard. 
Christian Engle, Joseph Bachman and Michael loerger came 
from France. 

From Kentucky there came Robert T. Cassell, who was 
connected with the history of Metamora lor inany years; 
Joseph Wilkerson, William TT. Delph and Jesse Dale. The 
latter was twiee clected county treasurer of Woodford 
county. 

Another prominent family from Kentueky was that of 
Jacob Banta, who came with his sons. David and Cornelius 
D., in 1832, and who was followed by a third son, Albert 1, 
the next vear, This family became one of the most influen- 
tial in the county, Ma. Banta was a native of New Jersey, 
as was lus grandfather, Albert) Banta. The family 
originated in Holland and came to America in early colonial 
days. The first one fo come over was Epke Jacob Banta 
in 1659. Ie settled at Bergen, now a part of New Jersey. 
Albert Banta was one of the fifth generation and was @rand- 
father to Jacob Banta, the subject of our sketeh., The latter 
was born in Hackensack, N. J. Mareh 13, 1771, and was 
fourteen years old when he accompanied his parents to 
Kentucky. He came to Hlinois in 1832 and lived a short time 
near Washington, then came to the region of Metamora. Te 
heeame a prosperous citizen. livine to be 90 years of age. 
Ile died Feh. 26, 1861. Ilis sons, Cornelius D., David and 
Albert beeame promiment members of the rapidly growing 
community. Cornelius took up land near Metamora, as did 
also Albert. Among the most prominent members of the 
Banta family was Jacob Banta, an early settler of Roanoke, 
and later resident of Eureka. Ilis son, Dr. GC. F, Banta, is 
engaged in the practice of medicine in the latter city. The 


JACOB BANTA, 
Early Settler of Metamora Township. 
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members of the firm of Banta Brothers, of Low Point, A. 
Lincoln, Jolin L., Frank D. and Avehie D. are sons of Cor- 
nelhus Banta. 

George Ray came to TWinois from Ohio in 1836 and 
soon came to Metamora, where le resided at the time of his 
death, Tle engaged in the cattle trade nite extensively in 
the early vears of his life here. Te soon beeame a prominent 
figure in the county and in 1850 was eleeted sheriff and in 
185-- was again eleeted to that office. He was the father of 
Jacob Ray, who has been connected with the political life 
of the county for many years. In 1882 the latter was eleeted 
county clerk. 

Weleome P. Brown came to Illinois from New York 
about 1833. He first settled in Bloomineton after visiting 
several other points. Ile finally eame te Woodford eounty 
and was chosen the first county judge in 1849, 

In 1835 John Page, Sr., and Ebenezer Page came from 
New Hampshire to Woodford county and settled in the viein- 
ity of Hanover. The members of the Page fainily trace their 
geneology back to John Page, who was born in Dedham. 
Ingland, in 1586, and came to America with Governor Win- 
throp in 1830, The members of this family were prominent 
in their new home, and held various responsible positions. 
John Page, Sr., died at Metamora in 1855. Ebenezer Page 
died there also after a long and useful life. OF the deeend- 
ants of these pioncers it is necessary to name three, Jolin 
W, Admo and Samuel True Page. Of these the former 
was the most prominent. Te held) numerous prominent 
position. Tle was the first sehool treasurer of his township. 
In 1845 he was elected conuty commissioner of schools, hav- 
ing heen elected as coroner the year before. In 1857 he was 
chosen county treasurer and was re-clected in 1859. Aside 
Trom these county offices he held various other positions, 
Ile was supervisor, school director, Village treasurer, ete. 

Ile creeted the first house in Metamora, and wag eon- 
nected with the business interests for many vears, heing 
engaged in banking and the sale of merehandise. 
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Adino Page was also quite prominent. Ile was for vight 
Years superintendent of the Woodford county poor farm, 
having held a similar position in Massachusetts. Ibe was 
Justice of the peace for about 18 vears. aud was engaged in 
busmness with Joho W. Page. 

Both John W. and Samuel True Page enlisted in the 
Mexiean war in 116. Samuel Page also served in the war 
of the rebelfion in the 108th regiment. Another prominent 
Poimbher of this family dis Judge SS. Page of Chicago, who 
holds a high rank as an attorney and judge. Dr. J. FL Page 
of Mureka is a member of this well known lamily. 


Deacon Joel Ranney came to Metamora township. in 
18358 from Stockbridge, Vermont, making the journey across 
the country ina wayon drawn by two horses. Le boueht 
a tract of praiime Jand in what is now Metamora township. 
In TS48 huis death occurred. Two children remained, Hon, J. 
A. Ranney anda daughter. Esther J. Packard. The lomner 
is SUI] a prominent character in Metamora township. Le 
was deeply mterested in the solution of the slavery ques- 
tion and on one occasion was conductor on the underground 
railroad, Te beeame prominent in the republican party and 
In TS76H was elected as a ember of the legislature and 
served in the general assemblies of “77 and 7°79. 


No account of the history of Metamora would be com- 
plete without aosketeh of the Morse family, whieh was se 
prominently connected with the work of the underground 
railroad. 

Parker Morse came to Woodford county in 1835. The 
lamily first settled in the vieinity of what later became 
Low Pomt, but in a short time they moved a mile south of 
the present site of Cazenovia, in Metamora township. There 
were several members of the family and the vicinity soon 
became known as the Morse settlement or Morsetown. Levi 
P. Morse was but 15 years of age when he came thru with 
Ins father to [linois but he drove a team the entire distance 
from Vermont. Other members of the family were Joseph 


JOHN W. PAGE, 
Early Settler of Metamora Township. 
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T., Milton and Mark Morse. These were among the first 
abolitionists who eame here, and they were active m the work 
of the undergvonnd railroad, mention of which is made here- 
alter. Miss Leve IK. Morse is said to have taught the first 
Free school in the county. Tis appropriate that an account. 
of the work of the wndergronnd railroad should appear at 
this point. Only one renriins of all those connected with its 
work, J. A. Ranney, and he is able to tell many interesting 
ineidents in connection with i. 


The Underground Railroad. 


The Fugitive Slave law aroused great feclng among 
the opponents of slavery over the entire north, ft was es- 
peeially obhoxious to those who had belonged to the Abolo- 
fionists. So ereat was the opposition to its enforcement that 
eoncerted plans were made to evade it. These led to the 
formation of certain well defined rontes that were taken 
by the slaves in their effort to reach Canada, where they 
vonld be free from pursuit. Since travel along these lines 
was done as secretly as possible, fhey came to he known as 
underground railroads. 

Woodford eounty was no exception to the general rule, 
and there was bitter opposition to the enforeement of the 
Mneitive slave law. This condition was not sirprising, since 
the county had men, who were strong opponents of slavery 
and Likewise men who would make any sacrifice to have 
the institution stamped ont. Over this branch of the under- 
eronnd road many a run-away slave passed on his way to 
freedom. There was such a strong sentiment against the 
iratiie that conductors and stations were found im suffieient 
number to earry on the work snecesstully. 

Fugitives eame into Woodford county from what was 
then called Deacon street, between Tremont and Morton. 
They passed around Washington, whieh was regarded as 
unfriendly toward plans for their eseape, and came to the 
place of Deacon Dutton, half way between Metamora and 
Washington. Deacon Dutton himself was the principal con- 
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ductor from that station, altho George Kern also acted in that 
capacity. Patterson Scott was one of the conductors south- 
east ol Washineton., Mir Dutton usually brought them to 
what was called Morsetown, This was a settlement of the 
Morse fainily and was south of Cazenovia, uear the Morse- 
town cemetery. Captain Parker Morse and Joseply T. Morse 
were In hearty sympathy with all efforts made lor the eseape 
of the slave. From there the fugitives were taken to a pott 
bevond Magnolia, to the home of a Quaker named Lewis, or 
if there Tappened to be no exettement, they were taken to 
the home of a aman named Werk, near Crow creek, this side 
of Laeon. 


TOWNSITPS—METAMORA., 


J. A. RANNEY. 


31 


De HISTORY OF WOODKORD Oli ie 


Deacon Parker Morse was an important charaeter m 
this work of eseape. North of Low Point, James G. Bayne, 
and the family of John MeCoy, took an active part in aiding 
slaves, James Piper, east of Low Point, was also a strong 
sympathizer with those seeking Hberty. J. A. Ranney, who 
still vesides south of Cazenovia, onee acted as a eonductor 
on this road, and has a vivid recollection of some of his ex- 
pericnees on that trip. altho he was quite young af the time. 
He reached the home of Lewis, three miles beyond Alagno- 
lia, with his party about three o’elock im the morning. The 
franily was aroused and Mr Ranney still remembers the 
welcome sight of the room inte whieh they were ushered 
on their arrival, Tle stvles if the best looking room he ever 
saw. 


In these trips the towns were avoided as mich as pos- 
sible as there was wore danger of betrayal attached to gome 
thru a town. Howas a common ocenrrence to see hills posted 
offering a reward of $50 to S100 reward for the eapture of 
some run-away boy or girl Occasionally the reward was 
even greater than that. This was an incentive to aid in the 
recovery of any fneitive that might be seen, and made it 
necessary to take the quiet roads. Much of the traveling 
was done at night, and every precaution possible was taken 
to prevent discovery. Alf aid granted to these fleeing slaves 
was a violation of the fugitive slave law, yet in spite of this 
the work went on with very little molestation for a long 
time in this eounty. The efforts of the conductors were 
known in the community, but the general disposition seemed 
to be one of non-interference, altho there was an oceasional 
murmer of disapproval. 


On one oceasion Joseph Morse was arrested for aiding 
in the eseape of a slave. At that time Woodford county had 
no jail and he was taken to Pekin in Tazewell eounty, by 
William T. Magarity, who was sheriff at the time, The jailer 
was not at hame when Mr. Magarity arrived with Ins prison- 
er so that Mr. Morse was Ieft until his return. On the jailer’s 
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appearance, the prisoner was discharged as his papers were 
not sufficient to warrant his detention. The — indictment 
agaist him was finally quashed. This appears to be as far 
as the open opposition to the work of the road appears to 
have gone, 


Schools. 


The educational interests of the township reeeived at- 
tention at an early date. The first school was tanght in 1836 
by Miss Betsy Page. The first public school has been re- 
ferred to as having been taught by Miss Morse. The trustees 
at that time were James Owens, Thomas Jones and Parker 
Morse. The work of edueation prospered and Metamora 
township has now nine schools in. the township requiring 
an annual tax levy of $7,000. 

When the county was divided into townships, Metamora 
township was named for the town within its borders. The 
first supervisor was Simon P. Shope, who was honored hy 
hemg chosen the first chairman of the hoard of supervisors. 

The township is at present governed by the following 
officers: Supervisor, Henry ITeininger; clerk, James Tall; 
assessor, Henry Longenhacher ; collector, Lewis IT. Wagon- 
er; commissioners, John Sehierer, John Minger, Joseph 
Schneider; justices, John L. MeGuire, Frank Giehl; econsta- 
hes, J.D. Griges and Ed Full, 

One of the early residents of the township was Yost 
Bally who eame there at an early date from Ohio. Two sons 
Samuel Bally, of Benson, and Cliristian Bally, of Roanoke, 
now reside in the eounty. Thomas Whorrall was another ot 
the early settlers. For many years he took a prominent, part 
in the affairs of his township. Ie later moved to lowa where 
his death ocenrred, 


CHAPTER IV. 


Olio and Cruger. 


HWE region mow embraecd in Oho and Cruger townships 

takes a prominent place in’ the history of Woodford 
county. Marly in its development if became the goal toward 
which settlers from tndiana. Ohio. Kentucky and other 
points of early settlement bent their steps. The forest that 
covered the banks of Walnut creek invited them to build 
{hei modest cabins, under the shade of spreading forest 
trees, and the invitation 
inet with ready response. 
The vicinity was called 
Walnut Grove, taking its 
name from the Jittle 
stream that meandered 
thou ait. 

As carly as 1824 settlers 
began coming to the re- 
gion, and during the de- 
J eade that followed, many 
ploneers found their way 
to that fevered spot. 
Joseph Dillon is nanied as 
the one who broke the first 


, , . ground for farming in 
_——s : eee IS Vicinity. mevonit je: 
HENRY B. MEEK. and Campbell Moore, W. 
P. Atterberry, Matthew bracken and others, 
(34) 
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Tn 1831 Caleb Davidson came from Glasgow, Ky., and 
settled northwest of the preseut site of Eureka. The log 
‘abin which the family ovenpied on coming to this country 
stood on the Davidson farm, which is still owned hy W. A. 
Davidson, for more than seventy years. Unable to withstand 
the assult of time any longer, it now Hes a cermubled 
wreck. Barton W. Stone held religious services in. the 
Davidson barn in 1834. The Davidson home was open to all 
visitors who sought its shelter, and many a student made his 
home there withont cost while attending the college at Hu- 
reka. John E. Davidson also came at an Carls ate, 


Joln Sunnners settled there mm 1836, and made his home 
there for more than half a century. Ue was a member of 
Uresecommittce that was appormted in West to divide fe 
county into townships. 


Ile was the first presi- 
dent of the Old Settlers’ 
orgamzed in 1870 and 
held that offiee seven 
years. Ie also served as 
county commissioner — of 
schools. 

Tiere was little di- 
versity in the hard ex- 
perience of the pioneer 
settlers of those early 
times fn, Woodford 
county, but a soil of sueh 
virgin and continued fer 
tity makes this now one 
of the most prosperous 
and favored regions of JOSEPH MEEK. 
our beloved country. By the practice of scientific famine, 
and the introduction of the best stock the descendants 
of the early pioneers are proving worthy successors of their 
progenitors, 
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Daniel Meek came in 1826 and four years later Joseph 
and Henry Meck came from tndiana. The family had come 
originally from Kentucky, but bad resided ino Indiana for 
a short time before coming here. They were here at the 
fine of the great snow, and saw many hardships. They came 
here in wagons, and settled on farm lands previously pur- 
ehased for $1.25 per acre. Tlenry Meek was captain of the 
home guards, a company organized to guard against the 
depredations of the Indians. The descendants of these 
pioneers have held mumerous places of trust and responsi- 
hihty. Foremost of these was Col. B.D. Meek, who was 
heutenant colonel ine the 
1th regiment of cavalry, 
Judge of the county court, 
county treasurer, besides 
filling numerous other 
promiment positions im po- 
litical life. He was reeog- 
nized Far aard wiles one 
of the characters who has 
stood foremost in the ree- 
ords of the county. ITlis 
son, I. I. Meek, is a well 
known attorney in Peoria, 
and was ai one tine a 
candidate for member of 
congress from the Peora 
district. Other names well 
known among those who 


have shaped the poliey of 
the county are those of D. 
R. Meek, Secor EP. Meek, 
Fairbury; Jesse Meek, Peona; Joseph Meck, Metamora; BR. 
P. Meck, Peoria; Mars. S. 11. MeClure, Wirs. J. A. DBricas. 
Joseph Meek, was cleeted county treasurer in 1902. 

In 1854 1B. J. Radford, Sr., came from Kentueky and at 
once became prominently connected with the church and 


B. D. MEEK. 
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college. His descendants lave been closely identified with 
the civic, social and religious life of the conumunity. R. N. 
Radford was for many years an editor and publisher in Bu- 
reka, beme connected wilh the Eureka Journal. GC. UW. Rad- 
ford was well-known as an attorney in the COMM) talon - 
Radlord has been for Many years connected with Eurek: 
College as a professor. Recently le has severed bis conuee- 
tion with that institution. Ile has filled some of tle most 
noportant pulpits in the Christian clureh, including those 
in Cincimmiti, Denver and other poiuts. . 

A year earlier Ben Major came front Kentueky. and 

soon became a leader in the religious life of the litthe cirele 

Walnut Grove. Ile was the founder of Eureka College, 
i his Nae became noted far aud wide beeause of his 
vreat heart and his devotion to the interest of others. Ue 
aided in the re-organization of the church in W alnui Grove, 
and was elder for a number of years. [lis sou, » fipt. Jo 
Major, was a captain in the 108th Winois. We has long been 
connected with the business and political life of the county. 
Charles Major and Allen A. Major are prominent farmers 
still residing in the township. 

Josliia Woosley, who came bere in 1851, was a pioneer 
teacher and preacher, and was also the first assessor Wood- 
ford county lad. [lis son, William Woosley, resided for 
many years in Hureka, and now resides near Mt. Zion. 


John McClintock came to Winois from Ohio in the 30’s 
and settled in the suther part of the township. Ue has 
two sous and a daughter still residing in tlie county, Tia th: 
MeClimtock, Hureka, W. 11. MeClintoe ‘k, Cazenovia, and Mrs. 
Pry, Mureka. David and Thomas Deweese were well known 
characters in the carly days, having come in 1830. Mrs. R. 
D. Smith is a representative of the Famunly in Eureke. 

Thomas Bullock came in 1835 from Woodford county, 
Kentucky. As will be seen from the following chapter, he 
was at the head of the movement for a new county, and thru 
lis utluence secured the passage of the bill providing for its 
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organization, MR. Bullock came here in 1834. Among the 
members of the Bullock family that have stood high im the 
annals of the county, is Capt. Wo MM. Bullock, of 108th Th. 
nois. W. 8. Bullock, was for many vears prommient as a 
resident of Secor. Elijah Diekinson came from Wentueky 
in 825. and bas left a record of good works. Pls sons, kh. 
Boand H.W. Diekinson have identified themselves with the 
best interests of the community. The former ist the trend 
of the Diekinson & Co. the extensive eamners, R. J. and Is. 
RB. Dickinson, his sons, are associated with him. I. W. Diek- 
inom bes held various positions of trust and honor, being 
atone time county surveyor, Miss H.-J. Diekinson has heen 
lareely interested in the work of the churches and eollege. 
She was one of (he editors of the history of Lureka College. 


Willian Lone settled in that) vieinity, coming from 
New Albay. dnd. Ele eame in 1827. Robert Bullington came 
hr IS33. Lisdgnehter, Mes. EK. Pieree, still resides at Enureka, 
Aimone tare settlers in the vieinity of Versailles were Amos 
and Warren Watkins. The lormer was one of the pioneer 
Christian, preaehers and did much to advance the interests 
of the ehiureh. Warren Watkins’ home was noted for its 
open hospitality. No stranger was turned from the door 
withomt having his need supphed and his heart cheered, 
There is but one representative of the family now living in 
the county, Mavs. D. R. Aleek. of Secor. 


Ata dater date eame Garland and David Aloore from 
Kentucky. The Tomer was a pioneer Methodist preacher, 
and his voice was heard in many a serviee. Of the children 
of this early minister but three remain: Ben L. Moore, J. D. 
Moore and Mes. J. J. Mishler. Of the ehildren of David 
Moore, but one remains in the county. C.D. Moore of Bu- 
reka. One son, Win, Moore, represented the Tazewell county 
district in the state legislature, several years ago. 

Rey. Win, Davenort was another pioneer preacher of the 
Christian church. Tis family has been quite largely identi- 
fied with the interest of Kureka. But one branch of the 
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family remains, that of Mrs. EK. L. Davenport, widow of 
Kdgar Davenport. 
James Mitehell and family came and settled in’ the 


ELDER JOHN OATMAN. 
viemity in 1833. Wi. Mitchell, a son, was for many years a 
well known resident of Mf. Zion. Another well known 
character among the pioneers was John Oatman. Ile was a 
leader m the organization of the Christian church in 1832. 
Jesse Oatman was in the Black Hawk war. 

The first town in Olio township was Versailles, which 
was founded in 1836. In 1854-°5 the first railroad was 
built thru the township, and there are those still ivine who 
remember riding on the first train. Ib. HH. Simpson recalls 
his riding on the first train between Eureka and ElPaso. It 
was a free ride, and the accommodations were common flat 
cars with seats formed by laying boards on kees. A rope 
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was stretched around the car to prevent any one from fall- 
ing off. The railroad was first known as the Kastern Branch 
of the Peoria and Oquawka, but later became the Poledo. Pe- 
oria and Western. 

A discussion arose as to the location of stations. Cruger 
was chosen as a site for a town, and a request was also 
nade Tor a station at Mureka. This brought forth a vig- 
orous protest from Cruger, the claim urged being that the 
towns were too close together, The two towns were estab- 
lished, however, in spite of the protest. Eureka ia December, 
1855, and Cruger in May 1856. 

In 1870 Cruger township was separated from Olio and 
the first election resulted in the selection of the following 
fownship officers: Supervisor, George Boyd: collector, RB. 
N. Radford ; assessor, -lesse Meek: town clerk, Peter Moye- 
mont: commussioners, ALP. Meek; RC. Stewart and Phomas 
Ellis; justice of the peace, John Kaufman and John Ae- 
Peak: constables, John Trimmer and Lewis Ayers. The 
separation was due to the objection of the western part of 
the township to issuing bonds to aid in bidding the Chicago 
Pekin and Southwestern read. The new township was named 
Yor the village within its borders. 

The first school in Cruger was taught in 1831 by Wil- 
liam Hoshor. The township now has three schools, expend- 
ing about $1.200 annually for school purposes. 

The first school in Olio was taught in 1837 by ML. Bul 
lock in a log cabin near the present site of Eureka. The 
township now has one graded school and five rural schools, 
expending abont ten thousand dollars annually in their sup- 
port. 

Cruger township has one church known as the Mt. Zion 
Christian organization. It was formed about 53 years ago. 

Cazenovia. 

The settlement of Cazenovia township dates back to the 
early 30's. The lands that bordered the timber formed an 
inviting field for the pioneer secking a home, and in 1832 
the first settlement of whieh we have record was made by a 
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wan named Hubbard. He settled in the region that was 
later known as Low Point. During the next few years 
numerous settlers came into the new territory, the greater 
number of them coming from the Eastern states. The sane 
year Isaac Buckingham and his son, Morgan, came from 
Pennsylvania. Judge W. EB. Buckingham, who was the first 
associate justice in the comity, being elected together with 
W. G. Poynter, in 1849. They were associated with Judge 
Weleome P. Brown, the first county Judge Woodford county 
had. In 1853 Mr. Buckingham was elected county judge and 
in 1865 John Buckingham was elected superintendent of 
schools for the county. The members of the family settled 
near Washburn. 

About the same time the families of Thomas Jones and 
Isaac Moulton came to that vieinity. They were both from 
the east. The year of 1835 witnessed the arrival of a number 
ot families that were to play an important part in the 
growth of the county. Among these were three brothers, 
Simen, Samuel and Abner Mundell, who came from Penn- 
sylvania. The former went to Califorma at the time of the 
eold fever, but the others remained in the county. In 1850 
Samuel Mundell was elected eoroner, Other members of 
the family have been well known in the political and busi- 
uess life of the county. Rev. James Owen was a pioneer 
preacher of the township. Ile came to the vicinity of Wal- 
nut Grove in 1835, having lived in Wayne county for a 
number of years prior to that time. He was noted as a 
hunter thruout that region and is said to have killed fifty- 
two foxes in a single year. i 

Jesse Ilammers was another pioneer who came from 
Pennsylvania in 1835. Ile took an unusually active part in 
the development of the infant settlements and in directing 
the growth of the township. A few years later Emerald 
Fisher came. Ilis family found numerous settlers there, but 
the country about them was still wlld and unbroken 
at the time of their eoming in 1840. Another member 
of the Fisher family was Willard Fisher, who came 
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a oshort time after) Emerald. Ile left a Sweetheart 
back in Vermont and walked back to that state to 
Gaim his bride. They returned to Woodlord county 
after they were married but did not make the return trip 
on. foot, 

The first chureh was built by the Baptists in 1849, and 
in 1897 the United Presbyterians erected a place of worship 
near Low Point. Their example was soon followed by the 
Old School Presbyterians, who ereeted them church in the 
same neighborhood. These orgamzations have each passed 
out ol existence. 

In S05 the new townslip was organized and the town- 
ship was named Cazenovia, Jeter Foster, lh Rieh, Thomas 
Clavk and John Safford had come from the viemity of Caz- 
enovia lake, New York, and thru their influence the new 
township was given its present mame, The first supervisor 
waseJohn W. Acres. 

The first postoffice was established in 1849 at Low Point. 
It was located a short distanee from the present site of the 
village bearing that name. 

The first school louse was bil of logs and was located 
on Ma. Owen's far. George W. Tavlor and Joseph Perry 
were those who first taught in this building. This was not 
the first sehool in the township as Miss Love KK. Aborse. 
had taneht in the homes pmor to that. There are now seven 
rural and one graded schools in the townsilp. These ex- 
pend about $6,000 in their inaintenance. The Washbiin 
school is across the ine m= Marshall county. 

Cazenovia township now has the following officers: 
Supervisor, -}. 11. Leseh; clerk, Frank Hhringer; assessor, 
Thomas Mekee; collector, George Garrison; justices, B. FP, 
Heighwayv and Daniel ones; constable, Charles Tjaden, Jr.; 
commissioners, John Held, Frank Loscher, and W. W. Llare. 

Just across the hme in Marshall county are several well 
known characters, who have been connected with the his- 
tory of this county. Among these is Oliver Fisher, whose 
parents came here in 1859. Among the members of his 
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family who came here were EHas and Khhu Fisher. The 
sons of Khas Fisher were Isaiah, Jabez, Oliver and Ira, and 
the daughters were Mary and Louisa. Isaiah and Jabez were 
in the Union army. T. 11. Vaughn caine from Greene county 
in 1850. Eis memory is filed with interesting data concern- 
ing the early history of Washburn. 

On the completion of the railroad three towns, Wash- 
burn, Low Point and Cazenovia, sprang up. These have be- 
come the center of interest in the historie arena since their 
organization. 

ElPaso. 

Settlers did not come to ElPaso township as early as 
to some other regions, but on the completion of the Central 
road, home seekers began to be attracted to its berders in 
eveat numbers. When the Toledo, Peoria and Westeru road 
was completed thru the township in 1856, crossing the Cen- 
tral at right angles at K1Paso, the inducement to settlers in 
its precincts was greater than ever. Many of the pioneers of 
the township were residents of the towns. There were how- 
ever, settlers there long before the railroads were construct- 
ed ov towns were established. In 1885 William, John and 
David Ilibbs settled in the southeastern) part of [lPaso 
township. These were perhaps the carlest settlers im that 
region, but there were others who came in a short time. 
Thomas Dixon came to the county in 1833, and first settled 
on the banks of the Mackinaw. Here he had a small mill. 
Ile later moved to the vicinity of Kappa. Smith Dixon, who 
resides near Kappa now is a son of Thomas Dixon, the 
pioneer. Tle has several children who have been prominent 
in the county. E. E. andF. &. Dixon, E}Paso township; Fred 
of Palestine, and W. 11. Dixon of Kansas. The latter 1s a 
inemmber of the board of supervisors from his townsinp. The 
daughters ave Mrs. Charles Metzger and Mrs. Wilham 
Woosley. 

Another pioneer was John Messer, who came from 
Ohio in 1836-7. Both Mr. Dixon and Mr. Messer were great 
hunters apd game was plentiful. There was an abundance 
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to furnish all the meat the pioneer desired. Mar. Messer is 
said to have seen at least sixty deer in a single herd in Hl 
Dass fowirshit 


John Tucker came to Wlimois in 1834 and settled in Taze- 
well county. In 1852 he came to the vicimty of Kappa. 
Among the living members of this) fannly are Henry R. 
Tucker, of Kureka, and Frank Pucker, of H]Paso. Asa Sparks 
settled af Kappa among its) earhest residents. Christian 
Schafer was another of 
the pioneers. Tle became 
one of the wealthiest men 
of the county. Tis son, 
Fk. B. Schaler, is a busi- 
ness nab and attorney of 
IelPaso, 

Two others who were 
prominent im the early 
hfe of the township were 
Major James I]. Wieithan 
and George li. Gibson, 
who beeame the foun- 
ah 


ders of  lHlPaso. Ney 


were men of wide = In- 


thience and — possessed 

MAJOR J. H. WATHAN considerable wealth 
They came in 1856 and °57, and resided in K1lPaso for many 
years. The name, ElPaso, was given to the new town and 
township by Major Wathan, who is said to have suggested 
the name in honor of ElPaso, Texas. The name is Spanish 
and means The Pass. 


The first sermon of which we have any record, was de- 
livered in the depot at Kappa, by Rev. Gregg, of Iludson. 
Since then the religious interests have grown until there 
are now ten churches that have organizations in the town- 
ship. These are, however, located in the towns, Kappa and E] 
Paso. 
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The first school was opened at Kappa about 1856, with 
Miss Matilda Ilassen as the first teacher. The educational 
interests have always received eareful attention, and there 
are now two excellent 
graded schools and _ five 
rural schools in the town: 
ship. The tax levy for 
school = purposes — will 
reach about eleven thon- 
sand dollars annnally. 

The history of the 
township is very closely 
associated with the his- 
tory of towns, whieh is 
discussed in another 
ehapter.  ElPaso was 
founded April 20, 1854, 
while Kappa was es- 
tablished Novemher 6th, 
GEORGE L. GIBSON. 1854. The latter, how- 


ever, first gave promise of a speedy growth. Its name was 


eiven to it by the Central Railroad officials, by whom the 
land on which it was loeated was owned. 

In the hst of supervisors given at the time of the divi- 
sion of the county into townships in 1855, the name of K1Paso 
was not given. It was only a short time, however, until it 
was settled sufficiently to have an organization of its own. 
It was not, however, a full township, being omy four miles 
in width. 

The following are the officers: Supervisor, KE. A. Childs; 
elerk, John W. Becker; assessor, D. K. Tobias; collector, 
C. M Parmalee; commissioners, I. EK. Crawford, John Wads- 
wont, J. N. Valentine; justices, 5S. A. Kulm and I. L. New- 
ton; constables, Thomas Umbarger and 8. J. Moffatt. 


CHAPTER V. 


Minonk. 


HI history of Minonk township and the City of Mi- 
Sie are almost tdentical. During the years of 1852 and 
onk are ahnost identical. During the years of 1852 and 53 
3° work was being pushed on the Hinois Central 
railroad and a year later trains were vunming thro 
Minonk. Prior to that time the township had been 
unsettled. It belonged to that prairie region that had 
for so many years been shunned by the — pioneer. 
The prejudice against the prairies was gradually giv- 
ing «way before the positive proof of the fertility and 
value. When the Central was completed, it opened a wide 
field for settlement, and advantage was soon taken of the 
eheap lands coupled with the advantage of railroad con- 
nections, 

The first man to make an actital settlement in the toewn- 
ship was Samuel Work, who came from Pennsylvania to Ii 
nois in 1831. He came to Woodford county in 1854, and set- 
tled in Minonk township. Tle was the first station agent. 
and was also elected as the first justice of the peace. The 
second man to come was Charles Dobson, whose name. fre- 
quently occurs as one of the prominent characters of Mi- 
noke. Te erected the first house built in the township. C. 
W. Goodrich was next in the settlers of the region. 
Te erected the second house. Next, Johathan Macey 
came. Others who were pioneers, were James Par- 
Thus far the settlers have resided 
(46) 


ker and Americus Pogue. 
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TOMNSITTS 


in the town, but it was not long before the country surround- 
ing was settled. The first man {to open a farm was Sannel 
Wiley, who came from Vermont in 1855. Thornton Tay- 
lor came there in 1856 from the western part of the county. 
I]. A. Christians opened the first blacksmith shop. 

The first school was taught by Miss Frances Reeder m 
the City of Minonk in 1857. Phe trustees in 1857 divided. 
the township into two districts. This number was inereased 
until now there are seven tural and one graded school in 
the township. These reqnire an annual levy of more than 
$12,000.00 for their maintenance. 

The first preaching in the townslip was done in 1856, 
by a Presbyterian minister named Frost. The services were 
frequently held at the hotel eonducted by Jonathan Maeey. 
From this heginning the religious interests have grown wntil 
there are eight churches in the township, all of them located 
in town. 

There are now two towns in the township; Minonk, 
founded Nov. 7, 1854, and Woodford, established in 1874. 

When the county was divided into townships m 1855, 
Minonk and Panola were united and the first lst of officers 
is meluded in the history of Panola. In 1857 the popula- 
tion had mereased sufficiently to form Mononk into a sepa- 
rate district. The first officers were as follows: Supervisor, 
George P. Danforth; clerk, A. L. Pogue; assessor, Charles 
Dobson; collector, Thomas Reeder; overseer of the poor, 
Jonathan Macey; commissioners, George P. Danforth, Sam- 
uel Clegg, John Vanee; justice, William Reeves; constable, 
Joel B. Pratt, Lewis Fowler; poundimasters, Jonathan Macey, 
Lewis Fowler, George Danforth ; roadmasters, Lewis Fowler, 
Thornton Taylor, A. IJ. Danforth. 

The first board of school trustees was lL. G. Keedy, 
Charles Dobson and Jackson Parker. 

The township is controlled by the following officers: 
Supervisor, N. L. Davison; clerk, Henry G. Hollen; assessor, 
John Hertsehuh; collector, John Katzimareck ; commission- 
ers, John Meridan, Edmund loerger, Jolin Waldschmidt ; 
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Justices, Alfred Rogers, Jacob Gerdes, J. C. Wiekler; con- 
stables, J. R. Pray, Ollie White, Robert MeKay. 


Roanoke. 


The first settlements in Roanoke township were made 
in the timber southeast of the present site of the village. 
Here as in the other townships of the county the settlers 
were slow to occupy the prairie regions. In 1832 Jacob 
Stephenson, formerly a resident of Christian county, Ken- 
tueky, setiled in these timber lands. Tle was followed ata 
later period by oF. W. Ewing, also from Christian eounty. 
Joseph Wilkinson, from Indiana, and Joseph Wilson, from 
Tennessee, were on the scene shorily after the arrival of the 
predecessors. — The first cabin in the township was built by 
Mr. Stephenson, who sometimes aided his neighbors by do- 
ing blacksmithing for them. Joseph IH. Causey was another 
early settler who did blacksmithing. As late as 1850 there 
were but few houses in the township. 

In 1848 Ehjah Marshall came to the township from 
Chester, Vermont. Ife came by water and drove hbaek in a 
short time. In 1850 his father, Thomas Marshall, eame and 
settled in the township. Nelson Marshall came at a later 
date. Tiram Barney also came from Chester, Vt. but did 
not arrive until about 1852, coming there from Olney, where 
he had heen a short time. The first frame house was built 
by Mlijah Marshall, as was also the second and the first 
lrame barn was also erected by Mr. Marshall. In 1855 a 
school was opened in the district now known as the Buneh,. 
In 1856 Miss Cinthia Fisher tanght just east of Mr. Marsh- 
all’s farm. This was the first school taught in that Parieot 
the county. 

From this beginning schools multiplied as rapidly as the 
needs required. In 1908 there were nine rural and one erad- 
ed school in the township, expending approximately $5,500 
per annnm in their support. In) 1909 two rural districts 
were united with the town district, redneine the number of 
country schools to seven, 


TOW NSHTIPS—ROANOKE., 49 


The oldest churches in the township are located in the 
country. In 1852 the German Baptist now known as the 
Brethern organized their church, with J. R. and George W, 
Gish as ministers, and five years later their building was 
erected. The church grew. RR. C. Brvant relates that the 
building used to be crowded at their services twenty-five 
years ago. 


In 1856 the Baptist chureh was organized by Elder 
Sumner Robinson. This church flourished for many years, 
but was finally abandoned owing to the removal of its mem- 
hers. Six years ago the building was sold to the Amish, and 
has been remodeled and is now used by them as a place of 
worship. The Amish have another church in the southern 
part of the township ereeted in 1875. The Apostolic Chris- 
tian church has a large building southwest of Roanoke. It 
will seat about 700 people and there is a large attendance. 
The organization has branches in both Eureka and Roanoke. 


David T. Fauber, who became one of the founders of 
the village, came to Roanoke township in 1855 Ile pur- 
chased a farm on which a portion. of Roanoke is now located. 
The land was purchased for $15 per acre, and is now part. of 
the most valnable property in town. The residence formed 
for many years a landmark in the village, being located on 
Broad street. It was built in 1851 by William Front, and re- 
mained there until a few years ago,when it was removed from 
between the bakery and tailor shop. The name of Mr. Fauber 
is very intimately connected with the carly history of Roa- 
noke. Hour of the children still reside in Roanoke, Mrs. 
Jennie Heppard, Mrs. Barbara Cox, J. W. Fauber and BE. D. 
Fauber. 

The name of Peter Kennell has been closely identified 
with the financial interests of the township. He settled 
there half a century ago and has amassed great wealth. 


In 1853 Gideon Jeter moved to this county and settled 
in. Roanoke township. Later he moved to Greene township. 
At the time he came the prairie was practically unsettled 
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and one could leok across it for miles without seeing a 
house. Deer were frequently seen and it was still a pioneer 
region, Of the children of Ma. Jeter, but one, James Jeter, 
now resides in th eounty. 

One of the most prominent families in Roanoke was that 
of the Gishes. George Gish was born in Virginia in 1825, 
and in “48 came to Indiana, where be Lived until 1850, when 
he eame to the vicinity of Roanoke. Ite lived there until a few 
years before tis death, when he moved to Green township. 
He was a minister of the Dunkard ehurch. Ths death oe- 
enrred in 1894. The most prominent members of his family 
ave T. Wo and L. C. Gish, the former of whom was sheriff 
and later both sheriff and treasurer. 

Garmon Gish also came’ from Roanoke, Virginia, at the 
siume time George caine and also settled in Roanoke. Later 
he became sheriff of the county and {Or MVLY Years was 
connected with county affairs, either as official or deputy. 

Chrisley and Abraham Gish also came from Virginia to 
make their home in the new settlement near where Roanoke 
now stands. They were brothers to George and Garinon, 

Chrisley Gish, or Uncle Chrisley, as he was familarly 
called, was the oldest of those who came to Woodtord 
county. Tle was the father of Rufus and John Gish, both of 
whom were Dunkard ministers. John Gish suggested the 
name, Roanoke, as appropriate for the new township and the 
name was later adopted by the village. 

Joseph and William Gish were also pioneers in’ this 
township. The former still resides in Hlmois, ut the latter 
moved a few years ago to Nebraska, where both he and his 
wife were killed in a tornado. 

In Jnly, 185], John A. Woltzen landed in Peoria and 
settled across the river in East Peoria. He lived there until 
the next spring, when Mr. Woltzen died. The family then 
moved onto the prairie in Roanoke township. There were 
five sons, Albert, Simon, Ilenry, John and Mde Woltzen. Of 
these, Simon and Henry were for many years identified with 
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the business affairs of Benson. Albert. was for sometime 
supervisor from Roanoke township. 

Another family that bas been well known in the comnty 
was that of Samuel Peterson, who eame to Roanoke town- 
ship in. 1858, from the state of New Jersey. He later eame to 
Benson, and built the first elevator there in 1874. He lived 
to he 87 years of age and at the time of his death was an 
extensive land owner. Ile was considered the wealthiest 
man in Benson. Of his children, Simon, S. lL. Peterson and 
Mrs. James Jeter still reside in the county. 

In 1855 the eounty was divided and the name Roanoke 
was given to the township, it being suggested by 
John Gish in honor of Roanoke, Virginia, his old 
home, April 3rd of that year the — first township — elee- 
tion was held, resulting in the selection of the fol- 
lowing: Supervisor, David S. Brown;  elerk, James 
Stephenson; assessor, John II, Gish; colleetor, Ben- 
Jamin Sanhorn; bighway commissioners, Samuel Stitt. 
Emerald Fisher and Joseph Brubaker; constables, Charles 
Stoller and Joseph Gish ; magistrates, Garmon Gish and 
John Franz. 

Thirty votes were cast at that election. The country 
chstricts grew gradually until the completion of the rail- 
road, when the growth Deeame much more rapid, 

The present officers are as follows: Supervisor, C.F, 
Yeek; clerk, J. W. Fauber; assessor, J. E. Woltzen; eolleetor 
Arthur Veuve; commissioners, John Ieee. JS, hoa Seiae 
bach, Wm. Zeiger; justices, W. A. Porch, E. M. Cox; con- 
stables, J. W. Fauber, W. F. Brown. 


Linn. 


Linn township, which was named in honor of the Linn 
family, was settled somewhat later than Cazenovia on the 
west, Dut more than a deeade earlier than Clayton on the 
east. Probably the first family to settle in Linn township was 
that of Tharrison Mollenbaek, who eame from Olio, in 1840. 
He was soon after followed hy George Hollenback, who 
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lived across the line of Marshall county with Ins father, 
Damiel Tlollenback. They came there from Ohio in 1835, 
making the jomey in wagons, cooking and camping on the 
way. Danicl Hollenback later moved te Minonk, where he 
resided at the time of his death. A short time alter 1844, 
when George came, he was followed by Jacob Hollenback. 
The latter still resides in: Woodford county, being of a ripe 
old age. 

These were soon followed by William and Simeon Linn, 
and by -lohn P. Davison, who was a member of the Davison 
Family so prominently named in the history of Clayton town- 
ship. 

Amos West, Alfred Coombs, Sainuel Jackman, PH. Simp- 
son. John and Isaae Fisher, Joseph Martin, Benjamin Wil- 
son, William Parks and Lewis Wyanteer were the earhest 
settlers. 

West of Beuson in Linn township we find a region that 
is now called the Tjaden settlement, from the munber of 
Tjadens who own and oeeupy land in that vieimty. Jacob 
Il. Tjaden came to that township in 1857, and purchased a 
farm. Tle was the father of Hleika, John, Menka, Tenry, 
Jacob, Lidwig and Hermon Tjaden. Jolm F., represented 
Linn township on the board of supervisors for several years. 
Ludwig Tjaden is at present supervisor. Another family of 
the same name came there at an early date. George Tjaden 
was the first representative of this family. Charles Tjaden 
of Low Point is the only child of this pioneer who stall re- 
sides in the county. 


In 1855 Wirt Folkers came to Linn township from 
Germany. Tle settled on Seetion 16, which was the school 
section. Of this family, but two sons, Charles and John 
Folkers. both of Clayton township, reside in the county. 
Both are well advaneed in age, and are able to tell many 
stories of pioneer life. Charles Folkers remembers that when 
they planned to go onto the prairie, their Germantown 
friends told them they could not be induced to go onto the 
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prairie if they were given an cighty. Time soon proved that 
the prairie land was far better than the timbered hills. The 
winters then were much more severe than now, and he re- 
members that for three wwonths he did not have Ins tea 
hitehed to anything but a sled. Another brother Fred, was 
killed in a runaway accident. 

Among the other early settlers from Gemnany were 
Folkert Monk, who also came in 1855, and Eilert Ilamns, 
who settled in Linn township in 1896, 

Willtam and Thomas Jury were among the pioneers, but 
hoth have within recent years passed away. Bazil, Josiah 
and Richard Turmer were also well known settlers. Marshall 
Sintlie is another of the pioneers, and Weldon Sinihe, well 
known in Clayton, formerly resided im Linn, 

Rowland Davison came from Groveland and settled 
near the present site of the Washington school. 

In 1855 Clayton and Linn townships eleeted the follow- 
ing 2s the first corps of township officials: Supervisor, [saac 
Wisher; collector, John B. Fisher; overseer of the poor, 
Harrison Simpson; assessor, William Jury; clerk, Jesse 
Pickard; commissioners, James AM. Martin and Cyrus Acres ; 
constable, Angus Thom. This union of townships was main- 
tained until 1859, when the population was sufficient to 
divide. 

The present list of township officials is as follows: Sup- 
ervisor, Ludwig Tjaden; clerk, Ed. Underwood; collector, 
William Damerell; commissioners, John Geyman, Brachter 
Flohr, Henry Matter; justice, W. T. Wallace; constable, 
Wilham Reinken. 

The first school in the township was held in 1852, and it 
is known as the Vernon school. The system has met with 
satisfactory growth. There are now nine schools in the town- 
ship, expending annually about three thousand dollars for 
their maintenanee. 

The religions interests of the township are looked after 
by two Lutheran churches. In 1860 a number of German 
Lutherans went to Rev. [Heid of the Lutheran church in Pe- 
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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH. 
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oria with a plea for pastoral care. Their petition was granted, 
and a member presented the new organization two acres of 
Jand and a house on Panther creek im Roanoke townstip 
for a meeting place. In 1863 40 acres of land were purehased 
and the present chureh was erected. The other church was 
then used as a school house The first pastor was DP. FP. 
Warnke. Since the ereetion of the present building numerous 
changes and improvements have been made. The present 
pastor, Rev. D. AM. Fieken, has served his charge longer than 
any other pastor in the county. He came te that church in 
1879, aud has been in constant service for more than thirty 
Venis. 

In October, 1871, a second Lutheran church was organiz- 
ed and was alfiiated with the chureh af Secor until 1874, 
when Pastor Carl Weber, of Gilbert, Penn., was called to the 
charge. The next pastor was Theo. Pissel, who served the 
ehureh faithlully for nineteen vears. Jannary, 1899, the 
present pastor, Rev. J.B. Graupner, formerly of Mt. Carroll, 
Hl. took the position, During ten years he has faithfully 
served lis chnreh m that capacity 


Panola. 


Panola township geographically coincides with the 
congressional township which is designated as township 27 
north, range 2 east of the 3rd) Principal Meridian. It is 
therefore a full township. There were few settlers in that 
vicinity prior to the building of the Himois Central railroad. 
As in other regions thru which the Central passed, the com- 
pletion of the road was the signal for its rapid settlement. 

In 1836 John Brewer came to the township and became 
the first actual settler. If was not wntil 1851 and 752 that he 
was followed by others. George W. Kingston settled there in 
1851 and Edward Waldron and family came in 1852. Dennis 
Sharp was an early settler, and continued to make his home 
there for many years. 

Willian Crosley came there in 1854, and F. Y. Barnard 
moved to the township from Greene about the same time, 


at 
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Robert McClelland came a year Jater and was chosen the 
first member of the board of supervisors from Panola town- 
slap. In a short time William Tompkins came from New 
York, James Dye, Jrom Virginia, and Lenry Saltsman from 
New York. Jacoh (. Myers and his brother, O. P. A. ALyers, 
Who had previously lived in Greene township, came to Pan- 
ola in 7855 and 756. Levi Todson came from Tazewell county 
so that by the close of 1855 there were sixteen families. 

When the county was organized into townships in 1855, 
two townships, Minonk and Panola, were united in a single 
preeinet, and at the first election chose the following: offi- 
seers: Supervisor, Robert uA. MeClelland; assessor, William 
Tompkins; clerk, Horace G. Alen; overscer of the poor, 
Wilham A. Crosley; highway commissioners, Francis 1, 
Barnard, Joseph aana, Thomas Patterson; constables, Wil- 
iain tT. Brewer and Charles Dobson; magistrates, Samuel G. 
Lewis and Samuel Work; overseer of roads, James Dye. 
This union of townships continued until 1857, when Minonk 
was separated from Panola, the population at that time hav- 
ing become sufficient to warrant such a separation. 

The first school in Panola township was taught by Jane 
Nesinith in 1857. The building was erected in the village 
at a cost of $600. From that time the number of schools in- 
creased as the growmg population demanded. The township 
has ten schools with imere than four thousand dollars ex- 
pended annually in the cause of edueation, 

The township has the following officers: Supervisor, 
Theobald Stimpert; clerk, William Oberlander; assessor, 
Lewis Kingdon; collector, (. W. Major; conmissioners, 
John Kaug, Dan Longman, justices, N.S. de Vries, Ed. Bur- 
roughs; constables, Almond Drury, Miehel Danner. 

Montgomery and Kansas. 

Montgomery and Kansas townships ovceupy the southern 
part of Woodford county, and each has a broken boundary 
line. Altho of irregular shape Montgomery is almost the 
equivalent of a full congressional township, its area being 
thirty-six square miles. The latter has an area slightly great- 
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er than halla township This territory is crossed by the 
Mackinaw river and several of its branches. and a laree 
irea is covered with timber. While mueh of this has been 
cleared, there is still much of the Jand that is not under 
Cultivation 


Kansas is one of the townships of the county that has no 
fowns .within its borders, and has never had a postoffiee 
The region was settled at an early date. and within a few 
years a number of families had been attracted to the region. 
As carly as 1828 Robert and Samuel Phillips exame to Whe 
nois and shortly after settled in| Woodford county. James 
Phillips also came a littl later. The former of these died in 
T8350 and was the first death of whieh we have any record 
in that viemity. Prominent amone thy names of the early 
setilers stands that of Carloek. ln 1833 Abraham W. Car- 
lovk came to the viemity, and a year later was followed by 
his brother, These pioneers came from Tennessee, as did 
Isaae Allen and Zachary Brown, Among the names of Car- 
lock are the following descendants of these worthy pioneers: 
John -. and Winton, sons of Reuben Carlock, and John G., 
Willian and A. TE. sons of Abrahain Carlock. The little town 
across the Jine in MeLean bears the family name. Zachary 
Brown eame to the county in the early thirties and was later 
fellowed by Ins brother James. Two sons of the former, Eh 
s.and Warren Brown remained in the county while another 
son, Ellis, lived in MeLean. When Mr. Brown came to the 
vicinity there was no house between his cabin and Bloom- 
ington. -lames, William and John Benson were settlers who 
came before the breaking out of the Black Hawk war, as 
James and John took part m that strmge¢le. as did also James 
V. Phillips, Sannel Wirkpatrieck. Thomas and Klisha Dixon 
eame From Olie at a very carly date. Adam Moore and his 
father, William (. Moore, were pioneers in the county. Daniel 
AJHson caine from Ohio in 1831 and settled near Farnisville. 
Marvin and James Allison. who have been widely known 
thruout the county. were bis sons. Lewis Stephens came 
from Ohio im 1833 and purchased land. Ths son, Adam 
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Stephens, has heen closely identified with the political life 
of his township, having represented Montgomery on the 
board of supervisors. James Vance came from Christian 
county, Kentueky, and when he settled there in 1835 found 
anumber of famibes there before him. Christian and Peter 
Farm, whose names figured so largely in the history of 
Farnisville, were natives of France. Peter Farni, of Eureka, 
is a son of the former. Joseph Gingerich, who came in 1833 
was associated with Peter Farni in building the saw mill on 
the Mackinaw. James Tarlan cane from Kentueky, in 1833. 
Ile was the father of J. N. Ifarlan who lived in Eureka and 
bought stock there and grain in Crneger, 

Mortimer Robinson came from Ohio in 1838, and in 1842 
moved from Tazewell county to Montgomery township. Ie 
was the father of I]. M. and James Robinson. The former is 
the most extensive stock raiser in the county, as well as one 
of its wealthiest men. This business requires many Inindreds 
of acres of Jand m the southern part of Woodford county, 
and his shipments are heavy 

The pioneer preacher of this vicinity was Rev. John 
Dunham, who proclaimed the gospel both in Kansas and 
Montgomery townships. The first church was organized at 
the home of James Vance under the leadership of Rev. Isaae 
Newell, in 1838. This was the first Baptist chureh in the 
county. Another pioneer minister was Rev. Abner Peeler, 
who was both preacher and teacher. Tis name holds a promi- 
nent plaee in the history of the Christian church in this 
county. Among other good works, he was the organizer of 
the Christian ehureh at Roanoke. James Wells was another 
of the early leaders mn the religions life of the people in the 
southern part of the eounty. Ile frequently preached and 
was for a nnmber of years supermtendent of a Sunday school 
near the present site of Goodfield. Theodore Ilaze preached 
for the Umited Brethern near that place for many years. 
Their ehureh was built about 1866. 

Jacoh Simpson, father of IL. IL. Simpson, eame at a 
later date with Khas and Adam Neff. Mr. Simpson reports 
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that as late as 1850 he saw as many as twenty-five deer in a 
single herd. 

Andrew Galbreath was another who came at an early 
date. A Taimily that has had much to do with the erowth 
ol the seuthern parts of the county is that of Finley. The 
first of these was James Minley, who eame here prior to the 
organization. Tle was a member of the first grand jury ever 
¢hosen m the county. Andrew Galbreath was chosen as a 
member of the first petit jriaw im 41. Later John and 
Robert Finley came, and finally John Minley, Sr. James and 
George Finley followed in the steps of thei Torerunners. 

The first school in Montgomery township was taught by 
Mary Ann Brown in 1843-"44, in a log house. Prior to this 
Rev. Abner Peeler had taught a school aeross the Ime m 
AMehLean county, which was attended by a Jarge number of 
children from Kansas township. It was not until about 1850 
that a sehool house was built in Kansas, altho the children 
had school advantages prior to that time. Phe township now 
has four schools that are maintained at an annual cost of 
about $1,600, Montgomery township now has six schools. 
Prior to 1908 there were eight schools, but im that vear the 
new consolidated school at Congerville was completed, and 
the schools in distriet 109, 172 and 113 were abandoned. The 
school building in Congerville is the first consolidated 
school in Woodford county. H was erected at a cost of about 
ten thousand dollars. Three teachers are employed, with J. 
C. Whetzel as principal. High sehool work has been intro- 
duced and the attendance is quite large. Goodfield also has 
a graded school. A neat two-room brick structure was 
erected m 1907. 

The earliest business enterprise was a blacksmith shop, 
one being conducted by a man named Craig in Kansas town- 
ship, and another being opened in Montgomery township 
but a short time afterward. 

Montgomery township was organized at the time of the 
division of the county into townships and James Vance was 
first supervisor. The name for the new township was sug- 
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vested by John Wells who was at one time a resident. Kan- 
sas township was originally a part of Palestine township, 
but was separated in 1859. Mr. Vanee, who was still super- 
visor, suggested the name of Kansas for the newly organiz- 
ed township. The first postoffice was at Farnisville, but it 
was not continued a great while. There was none after 
that until the completion of the railroad when offices were 
soon established at both Goodfield and Congerville. 

John Wells conducted a saw mill on Hohulin’s place 
near where Goodfield now stands, and James Wells made all 
the coffins needed in that vicinity. Another feature of Mont- 
gomery township was Clark’s quarry, which was on Lenry 
I. Clark’s farm. Many a house in the southern part of the 
county has a ceUar walled with stones from this quarry ora 
foundation built from there. 


CHAPTER VL. 


Palestine. 


ALESTINIS township, whiel) derives its name from the 

Holy Land, was settled at a very carly date. The south- 
erm part of the territery along Panther creek was settled 
irst. 

Francis JI. Willis came from the viemity of Bureka 
abont 1832. but found that he had been preceded by -losiah 
and Campbell Moore and also by James and Aaron Riehard- 
som, fhe former of whom came in T8300, and the latter the 
year following, The Moores built a mill, whieh eventially 
passed inte the hands of Mir Willis, As mentioned more 
fully in the history of Bowling Green, that town was the 
first in the township. being Jaid out in 1836 by Francis M. 
Wills. while Aaron Richardson laid out an addition in 1837. 

One of the most striking figures in the early history of 
Palestine was Rev, James Robeson for vears known far and 
wide as **Unele Jaminy 7 Robeson. Te came from Christian 
county, Kentucky, and settled first in Walnut Grove in 1835. 
Later he opened a store at Bowlne Green. Te began 
preaching when he was twenty vears old. and preached for 
seventy vears. He died in 188s aged 91 vears. He was the 
father of ten children, Polly A. Jennings. Martha VP. Wolley, 
Ehzabeth J. Ilaghes, W. T1.. Thomas P.. J. W., Jolin fC. 
A. M.A. and Albert E. Rebeson. C. A. Robenson wis 
sheriff of Woodford county, and his son, E. E. Robeson. is a 
rising attorney at Eureka. 

Samuel Arnold and Allen Hart were also pioneer set- 
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tlers, the latter heing the first supervisor from Palestine 
township. [le came from New York in 1836, and settled in 
what was then known as the Palestine Prairie. William 
Lucas came from Kentucky in 1840, John G. Mohv came trom 
Germany in 1836. Ephriam and Samuel Potter came from 
the east, being born in Carolina. Among the later comers 
who have played a prominent part in the history of the 
township can be mentioned the following: Joseph Frey, 
Sr., came to Palestine in 1858. Since that tine the family 
has been one of the most prominent in the county. The 
children were Joseph Frey. who resided near and in Secor 
for many years; William Frey, Mains, lowa; ALrs. ALarion 
Potter, Secor. At the present time his grandson, C. W. Frey, 
is a prominent citizen and business man of Secor. Wilham 
Billinger came from Eaton, Ohio, with Joseph Frey, the 
journey being made overland in a wagon, Anderson Van 
Seyoe came to Woodford county in 18385 and has since be- 
come an extensive land owner. He was supervisor for sever- 
al years. Jobn A. Van Seyoc, his son, was widely known in 
the county for many yeurs. 


John Colburn eame to the township in 1842, coming 
originally from Grafton county, New Tlampshire, altho he 
made several stops on his journey westward. [lis son, Rich- 
ard O. Colburn, had a prominent place among the farmers 
and stock raisers of the county. The sons of the latter, Wil- 
liam, John and Cecil, still farm in the vicinity. Byron is 
deputy eounty clerk, while Cary was for some years con- 
nected with educational work in Japan. 


Christian Deiner came in 1855, and settled on the farm 
now owned by his son. L. R. Demer. The latter occupied 
the farm himself for many years, but recently moved to 
Secor. ve 

As suggested in the history of Greene township a num- 
ber of representatives of the Armstrong family reside in 
Palestine. W. I]. Armstrong lives near Secor and is a 
member of the Board of Directors of the publie sehool, 
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John Armstrong is also a resident of Secor, one of his sons, 
Clarence, being im business there. Mrs. Polly Ann Arm- 
strong still resides there, as do also a nmmber of the vonnger 
members of that fanuly. 

Merritt. Green and William Patterson came at a later 
date, but have been identified with movements for the ad. 
vancement of the county since their connine, 

John Bloodsworth is one of the pioneers, coming Prom 
Kneland at an early date and working in this and Tazewell 
counties. Te now owns a farm in Roanoke and another im 
Palestine townships. 

Among the later comers is one of the most widely 
traveled men in the county, Thomas Jones. A native of 
Kneeland, the years of his early manhood were spent on thre 
sea, Where he made a number of vovages. Since coming to 
Palestine tewnship he has resided southeast of Secor. 

Among the churches in the country may be mentioned 
the Christian church erected on the prairie im 1874. The 
German Evaneelical built in 1875 and the Centennial chureh 
erected by the Methodists and United Brethern in 1876, Rev. 
James Robeson and Rey. John Oatman were the pioneer 
preachers of the townslup. Another minister whose name 
has been connected with the township for many years, was 
A. Q. Wilson. Tle has but recently answered the sumirons 
to vo into the great bevond. Tle has been connected with the 
church of Christ for almost a life time. His widow still re- 
sides in Secor. 

The officers are as Follows: Supervisor, Win Calinnai, 
clerk, Wilhain Dehority: assessor, O. J. Gish; comimission- 
ers. J. W. Brown, John VansSevoc; collector, H. R. Brown; 
justices, B. E. Tribbey. Joseph Woods, Sr.; constables. G. KF. 
Tleinrich and Walter 8. Sparks. 


Clayton. 


Clayton township belongs to that part of the connty 
which was of more recent settlement. Sixty years ago it 
was an unsettled prairie. today its prairie lands are worth 
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more than $200 per acre, since they le in one of the richest 
sections of the county. : 

The first actnal settle- 
ment made within” the 
borders of Clayton town- 
ship was by John hinn, 
whe belonged te the 
family of Linns who set- 
tled the township which 
bears their name, This 
settlement ocenrred mm 
1854, and shortly after- 
ward James Livingston 
ceame and made his home 
in the township. As so 
frequently oceurred, the 
coming of one member 
of a family brought 
others and in 1857, Mh- 


chacl Livingston, a 
brother of James, came D. H. DAVISON. 


from New Hampshire and settled in the township. 
Other settlers soon followed and at once began to 
improve their farms, humble tho these improvements 
were. Milton. Hicks and Jefferson Shepler were 
among these early comeis. 

The year following witnessed the coming of the Davi- 
son family from New York. There were four of the Davi- 
son brothers who came to illinois. Three of them settled in 
Woodford county, the fourth, Asa, settled mn Filton 
county and became editor of the Canton Register, In S50 
John M. Davison settled in Clayton township, and two years 
later was followed by Norman L. Davison. The other 
brother, Rowland, had come at an carly date from New 
York for the purpose of investigating Hlimois, and purchas- 
ed government land near Groveland. In 1856 he moved to 
Linn township. The Davisons have been elosely identified 
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with the interests and growth of the county. They descend- 
ed from patriotic parents, they grandfather having been a 
soldier in the revolutionary war. Jolin AL Davison was 
elected school trustee at the first election in the township. 
Three of the Davison Fionily have served as county officers, 
PoE. Davison as treasurer, D. W. Davison as coroner, and 
D. HH. Davison has served all told 80 vears as survevor. 


The vear of 1855 witnessed the coming of many set- 
tlers. Among these was Jacob MeChesney, who came from 
Rennselear county, New York, dle still resides im the 
county havin retired from the farm, and is levine im ie 
nonk, lis son, Kdward D. MeChesney, still resides im the 
township. The same vear that these came to Woodford 
Wait Uphotf came to Peoria from CGemnany and two years 
sons, Adam W., Bart W., John W. and Bernhard W. Uphoff. 
These with numerous erand-children have been closely con- 
nected with the famine community about Benson. 


Henry Lohnes was among the carly settlers from 
Rennselear county, New York. being attracted here by re- 
ports of the productiveness of the soil, 

In 1856 Henry Memmen came to the township, having 
come from Germany to Peoria in the early “50’s. Tle resided 
there for a short time before moving out to the prairies. 
Ihis widow, who now resides im Benson, has many pleasant 
memones of the ttle house that was their first home in this 
county. There were pioneer hardships to be sure, but there 
were pleasures. too, that counter-balanced these. Other set- 
tlers of this region were Josiah Gardner, Samuel Knowles 
and Jacob Robinson. 

In 1858 FY. D. Learned came to the township from Lee 
county, having onigmally come from New Hampsinre. For 
many years he identified himself with the business and 
political life of the county. Ile has been sueceeded by his 
son, F. EB. Learned, 

In 1857 the Tallyn family came to the western part of 
the township. Joseph and Anthony Tallyn comimg from 


TOWNSHTPS—CLAYTON. 67 


Kiekapoo in Peoria county, within a few months of each 
other. 

William Worthington came in 1855, Another family 
that has taken a prominent place in the hile of the county 
has been that of John G. Ilindert, who came to Marshall 
county from Germany in 1854. In 1858 they settled in the 
eastem part of Clayton townslup on the farm occupied by 
Mrs. U. J. llindert. When Mr. Hindert caine to this county, 
Minonk had but twenty-four houses. His daughter, Abs. 
3arney Brockiing, resides across the road from her father’s 
farm, while his sons, George, Joseph and John Thindert, are 
Weenie tethe townsiip, Ileavas the father of four 
residents of Minonk township. <A later settler, whose Family 
has been prominent in the affairs of the county, was Adam 
Rekhart. whose sons, J. E.. Henry and Edward, are connect- 
ed with the business affairs of Benson. That the growth was 
at first gradual, inay be concluded from the fact fiat waen 
Pee Gonnnels ceitied there in 1569, these were but few 
houses. These were small and frequently had Tut two 
yooms. The prairies were covered with sloughs and ponds 
in rainy seasons, that made a great deal of waste land. Now 
the entire township is drained, and practically all is under 
cultivation. 

The early political hfe of Clayton. township was in con- 
nechomomithe linn, as they did not hate aesuticient munber 
of inhabitants to fomn two voting precincts in 1895, “For 
this reason the minntes of the first meeting of the board of 
supervisors at Metamora April 16th, of that vear, show Linn 
and Clayton townships represented by a single SUperVISOr, 
Isaac Fisher. This did not continue a great while, however, 
for in 1859 the townships were divided. The first officers 
of Clayton elected that year were as follows: Supervisor, J. 
P. Robinson; Clerk, Ilenry Lohnes; assessor, James Living- 
ston; collector, J. Forney; poor master, Thomas Shreeves ; 
magistrates, F. P. Tuthill, and F. Tf. Lockwood; ecoimmis- 
sioners, Hiram Livingston, William Linn and C. N. Darhng: 
constables, C. LH. Robinson and W. Cole. 
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The first church to organize in the township was south- 
east of the present site of Benson. 

In 1859 the Clayton Baptist chureh was founded by 
Rey. M. L. fuller. Serviees were first held at the home of 
James Huxtable. Later services were held at the schoot 
house. The organization gave pronvse ef growth, and in 
1866 a ¢hurch was erected two nydes east and one mile south 
of the present site of the town, The orgemmzation nad about 
thirty-five members, and the following winter a large aim. 
ber were converted. Their first pastor was Rev. William 
Parker, wuo was followed by his brother, Rev. Moses Park- 
er, Services continued to be held there until about twenty 
vears ago, when they were abandoned, and the church was 
moved away. The site of the chureh is marked by the Clay- 
ton cemetery, 

On the establishment of the town, churches multiphed 
and the new structures were located mn town. 


The first school m the township was taueht by P. 1. 
Davison, but there was no sehool house at that time. A year 
later, in 1855 a httle school house was erected with Jacob Me- 
Chesney as teacher. This later become known as the Jef- 
ferson school. In 1856 the township was divided into nine 
districts, altho some of these had no school for several years. 
There are now eight rural and one graded school in Clayton, 
and they expend $6,500 annually for school purposes. 


The northern part of the township has been known for 
many years as Yankeetown. The road east from the Wash- 
ington school house was bordered by houses erected by 
settlers from the eastern states, hence the appropriateness 
of the name. For many years there was a_postoffice at 
Yankeetown, but on the institution of the rural mail service 
this office was abandoned and the patrons were attached to 
one of the Minonk routes. The office was in the home of P. 
IT. Davison and later of his son, Paul. The mail was carried 
from Minonk by a earrier. 


The following are the township officers: Supervisor, 


TOWNSHIPS—GREENE. 69 


Bartlett W. Uphofft; clerk, J. W. leiken; assessor, Frank 
Vogel; collector, William Reinken; justice of the peace, J. 
C. Sildorff and D. Davis; constables, Enn Oliman and W. 
C, Monk: commissioners, Joseph Bueklear, Mike Kisher, W. 
FE. Upholf. 

Greene. 

Greene is one of those townships that has no town lo- 
cated within its borders, altho there were stores there at an 
arly date. The timber lands along Panther Creek proved 
an inviting field for early settlers, who beheved that lands 
on which timber would not grow were not fit for farming. 
The township was settled at an early date, hut was not set- 
tled rapidly. In 1840 there were but a dozen families with- 
in its borders. The first settlers came to that region im 1829, 
from the vicinity of Overton, Tenn. William, Allen, Wins- 
low and Almira Patrick were among those, who made a 
permanent settlement. Amasa Stout settled there but only 
remained a short time. Of the former family, two, Wilham 
and Winslow Patrick, lie buried in the cemetery on the west 
bank of Panther creck, The latter met his death while as- 
sisting young Bilbrey, who eame in 1830, in the erection of 
his cabin. Llis head was crushed between the wagon and a 
log. Mr. Bilbrey remained there several years before mov- 
ing to Money Creek in MeLean county. In 1831 the first 
ehild born in the township was born to them. This daughter, 
Mes. Armstrong, who resides in Secor, tells many interest- 
ing stories of their pioneer life, altho she only remembers 
them as they were told to her. The early comers met with 
many trying experiences. They bad to build) thei own 
enbins, and while they were doing this, they slept mm rail 
pens, covered with slough grass. There were dangers 
from exposure, from privation and from the Indians, altho 
the latter never really molested them. The Black Uawk 
war came on and stories of massacres created a feeling of 
dread among isolated settlers, and caused them to seek 
shelter in the older communities. 

In 1832 Thomas McCord, who was a relative of the early 
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comers, came to the township. Originally he had come from 
the same place in Tennessee, but had Imgered on the way. 
Abram Hahn and Jaeob Kindelsbeyer came Irom Olio, and 
Fr. Y. Barnard, from Tennessee. Others followed slowly, 
but the real growth of the township did not begin until the 
eonstruction of the TWhnois Central. Prmor to Ts54+ there 
was a postoffice at the home of Francis Y. Barnard, known 
as Josephine, but upon the completion of the Central road 
it was transferred to Panola. 

The name of Armstrong has figured prominently in the 
history of the township. John and Alex Armstrong were 
the pioneers, and had much to do with the development of 
the neighborhood. Among the younger generation were, 
William, Garret, Alex, Steven, James, Rankin, John and 
Miles Armstrong. There are still four representatives of the 
family residing in Greene, Jolin, Festus, Henry and Grant. 
Several reside in Secor, among them being Mrs. Rankin 
Armstrong, John and Miles Armstrong. These with their 
children, have been well known in that vieinity for many 
Yours. 

In 1854 John Cauley came to Greene township from 
Roanoke, Virginia, and in 1856 they were followed by iAn- 
drew Ruddell. ‘Phe widow of the latter still lives im the 
county, being a resident of Benson. 


Michael Evey came to Woodford county from Ohio in 
1852. The family originally came from Pennsylvania, but 
had remained a short time in Ohio before coming on to 
Wlinois. John Evey, a son of Michael, came on the traim 
with the women and children of the party, which wus made 
up of twelve families. The men drove overland to them des- 
fination. The family of Myr. Evey settled in Greene township 
where they resided many years. Among the children. who 
were well known in the county, were, Mrs. Willian Megin- 
nis, Mrs. John I'v su Miehael Evey, Jv., David and John AL. 
Evey. OF the family, 8S. M. Eyey, a son of the last named, is 
the sole representative in Woodford county, and still resides 
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in Greene township, where he is a prosperous farmer. 

James Huxtable came to the county in the latter part ot 
the fifties, and at once took a prominent part in the affairs 
of the community, being especially interested in the work 
of the Clayton church. Ilis children have been identified 
with the political and business life of the county in many 
Ways, being especially connected with the interests of Clay- 
ton and Greene. One of his sons, Thomas, held the office of 
county clerk at the time of his death. 

Sebastian Vogel settled in the township in 1857, le was 
the father of Frank, John, William, Tony, Henry, Joseph aad 
Sebastian Vogel, Mrs. Caroline Kapraun and. Mrs. Macy 
Hummell, The descendants of Mr. Vogel occupy a wile scope 
of territory in the township and own hundreds of aeres of its 
best lands. This region is known as the Vogel settlement. 

Mathias Williamson came to Greene township from 
Butler county, Ohio, and settled a mile north of Secor. THe 
had four sons, who still reside in the county, two in Secor 
and two in KlPaso: James A. Williamson, present postmaster 
of Secor; William N. Williamson, also of that place; John 
Hf. and Louis Williamson of ElPaso. Other oames promi- 
nent among early settlers were those of William Marshall, 
James Maller, Samuel and Richard Patton, Simpson and Wil- 
ham MeCord. An old settler in the county, altho a more 
recent comer in the township, is Abbo A. Koerner, who from- 
erly lived between iiure’:a and Seeor. 

Judge George W. Patton, who has since won a ligh 
position as an attorney and judge, was born in Greene town- 
ship. Ue is now judge of the cireuit in which Woodford 
county is located and resides at Pontiac. 

Jonathan Wilson came with his father, Nathanial Wil- 
son, to Metamora in 1835, and moved to Greene township in 
1850. He carried the chain while engaged in the survey- 
ing of county lines almost seventy years ago. Ile was quite 
young at the time, but remembers many experienees met 
an 


with while he was engaged in the work. hey ran across 


Giant Tree Found on C. M. Stephenson’s Farm in 
Greene Township. 
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some Indian corn cribs that were nothing more nor less than 
trenches dug in the ground. Mr. Wilson has made his home 
in the county since that time with the exception of the last 
few years, which have been spent in California. Three of his 
ehildren, Frank and Kd. Wilson, and Mrs. Emma Kindig 
still reside in the township. 

Wim. W. Wood settled in Greene township in 1356. 1s 
son, J. G. Wood, has resided in the county the entire time, 
with the exception of four years. Ife now resides in Seeor. 

A.TL. Brubaker came there in 1856 and became a promi- 
nent figure in the political life of the township and county. 
Ile has held numerous prominent positions, having been 
supervisor several terms and in 1886 was clected to the state 
legislature. In 1884 le moved to Benson and has been close- 
ly eonneeted with its business interests, being now at the 
head of the Farmers’ Bank. Abr. Brubaker was the first 
man to haul a load of tile onto a Greene township farm. Tis 
plan was ridiculed by some of his neighbors, but. its success 
soon led them to follow his example. 

The Hammers family also came to Greene township at an 
early date, Joseph, Samuel and James Hammers bemg among 
the pioneers. Isaac Hannners, a vounger member of the 
same family, is now a well Known attorney of ElPaso, and at 
one time represented this district in the state legislature. 

During the “50°s a store was conducted near the ceme- 
tery on Panther ereek. If was owned and managed by Gabe 
Woods and as a result the vicinity was known as Gabetown. 
A saw mill was operated there by James Carroll. There was 
also another store condueted by Isaac lammers and Wilham 
Crosley. but it was moved to Panola, when the Central was 
completed. 

In 1855 Greene township was created in the division of 
the county into townships. the following officers were elected 
as the first township offielary: Supervisor, J. R. Gaston; 
elerk, G. S. Wood; colleetor, D. T. Patterson; magistrates, 
Benjamin Sample and William Ularper; constables, J. F. 
Stephenson and J. F. Mohr. 
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The first school was taught in a little log school house 
in 1840, with William Armstrong as the first teacher. This 
met the needs of the township for many years. In 1856 the 
Willow Tree school was built. Schools have multiplied sinee 
then, until there are now seven schools in the township, with 
an annual expenditure for school purposes exceeding $2,500. 

There are no churches in the township, altho for a mun- 
ber of years services have been held in the town. hall, the 
Christian, Methodist and Evangelical churches having held 
services there at various times. In the early days many 
of the people worshipped in what was afterward known as 
the Clayton Baptist church. Still others formed the begin- 
ning of the Panola Baptist church, it being first known as the 
Willow Tree chureh. Many of the people worship at the 
Dunkard church, whieh is jnst across the line in Roanoke 
township. Still others worship in the adjoining towns. 

In 1876 the town hall was erected near the center of the 
township, and has since served the purpose of a eeneral 
meeting place for the people. It is also used as a plaee of 
worship. 

Altho Greene township has no city in its boundries, it 
has sent forth an unnsually large number of men prominent 
in politieal life. Among these may be named the following: 
A.TI. Brubaker and Isaae B. Ilammers, members of the leg- 
islature; TI. W. and 1. C. Gish, sheriffs ; L. C. Gish, treasurer; 
G. W. Patton, circuit judge; Thomas Hele: county elerk ; 
L. If. and F. A. VanAlstine, cireuit clerks. These were a 
all residents of Greene township at the time of their clec- 
tion, but had at one time resided there. 

The township offiecrs are as follows: Supervisor, Frank 
Vogel; clerk, W. IT. Kindig; asse ssor, C. KH. Miller; collector, 
J. W. Cawley; commissioners, Frank Thomnel, John IT. 
Swatsley, Ben Bohlander, II. A. Redenius; justiees, C. FE. 
Miller, J. J. Kapraun. 

Mr. and Mrs. V. Tlonseworth are among the oldest resi- 
dents of Greene township. Mrs. Ilouseworth, whose name was 
Reedy prior to her marriage, has lived on their home farm 
fifty-two years. 


CHAPTER VII. 


Hardships and Pleasures. 


ee broad Fertile prairies of Woodford county, dotted 
with handsome farm houses, with here and there a pros- 
perous town, give little sign of the hardships endured by 
the pioneer in bringing them under cultivation. These can 
never be fully realized by a generation surrounded 
by the comforts and luxuries of the modern far 
home, The early settlers aspired to nothing better 
than the log cabin, frequently made from rough, 
unhewn logs, notched and daid together im oa lr. 
ried manner. The cracks left) between these logs were 
stopped with a crude plaster made of clay, mixed with 
straw and the roof was made of clapboards. Windows were 
made by cutting out a part of a log or two. In the early 
eabins fhese openings were covered with oiled paper, but 
later some indulged im the luxury of a pane of glass, which 
was so arranged that it could be taken out for ventilation. 
The cabin usually consisted of a single room with a loft 
reached by a ladder. In one end was a fireplace, the ehim- 
ney of which was on the outside. It was made with a wooden 
frame, plastered on each side with a mud plaster. The glow- 
ing red fire in the fireplace cast a bright glow over the en- 
tire room and served for light as well as heat. Great piles 
of wood from the neighboring timber supphed the eager 
flames. Large quantities of fuel were required, for the holes 
in the walls let in the cold air, chilling the room. It was no 
uncommon occurrence for the sleeper to awaken on a winter 
(76) 
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morning and find his hed covered with snow that had sifted 
thru the cracks. 

The cook stove and range were unknown lixuries, and 
all cooking was done on. the fireplace or im a Dutch oven, 
In spite of the disadvantages of the fireplace, the housewife 
eould cook dishes that were both healthful and appetizing. 
Corn bread and johnny cake baked in a Dutch oven have an 
enviable reputation to this day, while paneakes baked on the 
hot griddle furnished an appetizing breakfast for the pion- 
eer. Hasty pudding, hulled corn and hominy boiled im the 
pot with all the savory meats cooked in a dozen different 
ways furnished a meal fit for a prince. Who has tasted such 
fare and not wish he was baek in the log cabin of the pioneer 
enjoying the thrifty housewife’s cooking with an appetite 
sharpened by toil. 

The fireplace was frequently supplemented by a Dutch 
oven, whieb was formed by building a frame work of the 
size desived, and covering the inside to a eonsiderahle thick- 
ness with a kind of cement, while the outside was covered 
with mud. When ready for use a fire was Dwilt in the oven 
until its walls were hot, the temperature being gauged by 
experience. The fire was then removed, and bread, cake, or 
pies were put in. The walls retained sufficient heat to bake 
them to a nieety. Those who depended on the fireplace for 
baking had an iron pan in which bread or cake was placed. 
A niece bed of coals was arranged, and the pan placed on them 
and covered with a lid, over which live coals were scattered. 
Often potatoes or even corn bread was baked in the hot ashes. 
The well to do had pots and kettles, but those who were less 
fortunate roasted their meat on a spit or twig, held over the 
fire and turned to secure even roasting. Canned fruit was an 
unknown luxury, for within the memory of older people, 
elass jars for canning have been introduced. The furnish- 
ings of the cabin were almost all hand made. A few 
simple tools and timber from the neighboring woods 
supplied all that was necessary for furnishing the usual 
home for use of the pioneer and his family. 
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Hardships within were not to be compared with hard- 
ships without. Broad prairies untouched by the plow were 
to be broken. Oxen were used in breaking, five, six or even 
eight yokes, being attached to a plow, breaking a wide 
furrow. The driver of an ox team required considerable 
skill in the management of his oxen. Ie carried a ead, which 
consisted of a long pole, at the end of which was a lash. By 
means of this he could touch up the lazy or refractory ox 
that was trying to shirk its share of the load. The head 
yoke was picked from the best trained oxen of the Tain, 
while the raw animals were used as followers. The gad was 
frequently used to cut off the head of some noisy prairie 
bird or of a snake that happened to raise its head above the 
VYUSS. 

snakes formed one of the greatest dangers the settlers 
had to face. The country was over-run with them. There 
were humerous varieties and varlons sizes, and the pioneer 
was constantly on the lookout for the warning whir of ven- 
omous rattlers. The black and bull snakes and racers were 
quite large, frequently ten or twelve feet long. The racers 
possessed great speed, and the black snake had remarkable 
strength. It was no uncommon occurrence For a settler to 
do battle with a snake that taxed both his strength and 
courage before it was dispatched. 

The only tombstone in the cemetery at Panola marks the 
vrave of Horace Allen who died as the result of the bite of a 
deadly copperbead snake. The silent motion of the grass 
was a warning and the boldest was cautious about appoach- 
ing until he had determined the direction in which the snake 
was headed. There were thousands of little snakes that 
were harmless, but infested every part of the prairies. 

The territory that is now so well drained was formerly 
covered with sloughs and ponds. Hundreds of acres of Jand 
now under cultivation were formerly under water a great 
part of the year. These, together with the slough grass, 
which was frequently eight or ten feet high presented a seri- 
ous barrier to a snecessful breaking of the prairie. 
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The farmev’s stock was in danger from prowling wolves 
that mfested the country. It was even dangerous for a man 
to be alone on the prairie at night with a pack of hungry 
wolves on his track. This trouble from wolves was so great 
that a bounty was offered for a woll’s scalp. Foxes were also 
frequently found in the timber region but these were aever 
so harinful as wolves, altho a bounty was also offered for a 
fox scalp. The day of the wolf is past and the fox is now 
but rarely seen, altho occasionally one is found with her 
little ones in the timber. 

The danger that was feared above all others was the 
deadly prairie fire. The tall, rank growth of grass was often 
high enough to effeetuatly conceal a horse and rider. As soon 
as it became dry, as it usually did in the fall, it afforded an 
easy Incans of starting a fire that spread with inconeeiv- 
able swiftness. The prairie fire can never be adequately 
pictured by one who has never seen it. The warning glow 
ean he seen for a great distance by night, and the black 
clouds of smoke, coupled with red flames, create consterna- 
tion among men and beasts. The roaring of the tlames can be 
heard afar off, and long before the advancing flames arrive, 
scores of wild animals dash by in their mad flight from the 
flames which mean eertain death to them. Their only hope 
hes in reaching some stream that may serve as a barrier 
to the awful advance of the flames. About the only means 
available for fighting these terrible fires was back firing, in 
other words starting a fire in advance of the flames, so as to 
put an impassible barrier of burned prairie grass in its path. 
These fires frequently covered miles of territory before they 
could be checked. It was impossible to guard against the 
‘avages of the flames with any degree of security, but it 
eould be done to a certain extent by burning around a clain. 
A few furrows would be plowed around the farm, then a 
space would be left large enough to check the adavnee of a 
fire, then a few more furrows were plowed. The grass be- 
tween the plowed portion was fired and the furrows proved 


an cffectual barrier to the spread of the flames. Another 
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method is described im Prot. Radford’s Old Settler’s Tis- 
tory of Woodtord County. Phe settlers of a neighborhood 
would vet together and fire the grass around the borders of 
their claims. The grass would be fired by one of the party. 
while the others would keep it in check by the constant nse 
of brushes. A strip was burned over in this manner that 
was broad enough to check the advance of any ordinary fire. 
Alter the sweeping destruction of such a visitor the terri- 
tory passed over looked like a dreary waste, with here and 
there the charred carcass of some animal that had not been 
able to eseape from the rapidly advancing enemy. Only 
after the county became settled and the prairies came under 
enitivation was the danger from this source removed. 

A serious drawback to the pioneer was the distance 
from the market. Fort Clark. afterward Peoria, and even 
Chicago were markets to which the pioneer directed his 
course when in need of supphes. aside from the simplest 
household necessities. Mills did a thriving business as the 
farmer depended on them for all his flour and meal, and 
wheat was one of the leading crops at that time. 

The many ponds. sloughs and swampy places. filled with 
decaying matter, produced its harvest of malaria and agne. 
The early settler was fortunate if he did not have a siege of 
one or the other in his family during the year. Tlome rem- 
edies were relied upon to restore the siek. 

The seasons were much more severe in the early period 
than now. The settlement of the prairies. the planting of 
vroves, and the continued cultivation of the soil have served 
to modify the chmate. Snow fell in the winter to a great 
depth. covering roads and fences and making the whole 
conntry appear one vast expanse of snow. It often covered 
the ground from early winter until spring. In the winter of 
1830 and °31 occurred what has ever since heen known as the 
great snow. It began in December and reached a depth of 
four feet on the level and staved on the ground until spring. 
Great numbers of animals died from starvation, while the 
few settlers scattered here and there suffered many hard- 
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ships. The broad, unsettled prairies gave an uninterrupted 
sweep to the storm, which swept across them with terrible 
fury. Snow storms were often almost blinding, making it 
extremely difficult for the traveler caught in the storm to 
find his way. There were few landmarks on the prairie to 
guide one Jost m the storm. Even on a dark mght it was 
easy to become lost. John Brotherhood, who drove a stage 
thru Hanover, is said to have lost his way and after driving 
for hours found himself at dawn but a mile from his start- 
ing place. 


There were few roads and no bridges, and the pioneer 
traveler had to follow an uneertain trail and ford the 
streams. The sloughs were minature swamps, miry, sticky 
and extremely hard to eross. It was frequently neeessary 
to double teams to eross them. 


The modern improvements in machinery were unthot 
of and the work of the farm was aceomplished by the ex- 
penditure of a large amount of museular effort. Larvesting 
was done by hand. The eradle was used in reaping evrain. 
the eradler being followed by a binder who gathered the 
grain together and bound it by holding it across inis knee. 
Men aequired great skill in both eradling and binding, but 
the reaper and self-binder were a weleome introduction as 
a labor saving improvement. Corn was planted by hand 
and hoed, while small graims were thrashed on a great floor 
constructed for that purpose. Neighbors brought their 
wheat in shoeks and it was seattered over this floor and 
oxen or horses were driven around until the wheat was 
thrashed out, when the straw was removed and the wheat 
and the chaff were separated. Later the eorn planter, eul- 
tivator and separator were introduced, making it possible to 
eultivate larger farms with less labor. The farmer of today 
has his riding plow, and riding eultivator, while his hay is 
loaded with a patent loader, and his harvesting is done by 
a self-binder. Water is pumped by a wind mill or by the use 
of a small engme. The old-fashioned plow with the wooden 
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moldboard has been superseded by the modern highly 
polished plow. 

Probably the first use of steam as a power in the opera- 
tion of a separator in the county was made by Simon Peter- 
son in the vicinity of Benson more than thirty years ago. 
Since that tinre the number of traction engines has mncreas- 
ed very rapidly. forse power in shelling corn has long since 
been abandoned and the traction engine furnishes the power 
required. Aside from these are great numbers of other labor 
saving iinprovements that tend to lighten the drudgery of 
farm life. 

The clothing worn was home made, the material being 
linen, Jeans and linsey. The thrifty housewife was skillful 
nm the manufacture of this home-made clothing. The wool 
was carded, spun, woven and dyed at home, the dve used 
being walnut bark or blue-dve. The flax went thru the pro- 
cess of hatcheling, spinning and weaving. For many years 
the spimning wheel was a necessity in the beme, but it has 
long sinee ceased to be regarded as such aud is new a eari- 
osity rather than a useful part of the equipment of the 
household. The sewing machine, now regarded as a neeess- 
ity, was an nnknown luxury in the county for many years 
after its settlement. 

Money was a searee article, and the settlers’ wants were 
few from necessity. Altho the pioneer suffered many hard- 
ships, he had many pleasures as well. These were entered 
into with the greater zest because there were hardships to 
be endured. Game was very plentiful, and the hunter found 
am abundanee of choice sport. If he sought small game, 
there were wild turkeys. prairie chickens. and quail in great 
numbers. These were easily shot or trapped. The larger 
game included deer, wolves, foxes and raccoons. The great 
event in the neighborhood was the ring hunt. This was the 
forming of a great ring in which all the men and boys took 
part. The ring was gradually narrowed, the game being 
slowly driven toward the center. When the game was hud- 
dled together, the signal was given and the slaughter be- 
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ean, Squirrel hunts were also frequently indulged in, and 
were followed by a feast in which young and old took part. 

One of the oceasions of a neighborhood gathering was a 
barn or house raising. The timbers of the early structure 
were heavy, and the entire community was called in to help 
in the work. It was a time of merry-making as well as of 
work, and both men and women entered with keen enjoy- 
ment into the jollity of the event. 


The old time spelling school was one of the features 
of the social life of the early days It was the event of the 
year and good spellers were known thruout the entire neigh- 
borhood, Preparations were made for this event, and many 
a young person could be seen, days before the mateh, spend- 
ing all spare moments in pondering the hist of words in the 
old speller. Many were remarkably skillful in the art of 
spelling, much more so than at the present lilies ed 
schools hecame more pumerous, it was no unusual ovceur- 
rence for several schools to take part in a joint contest, or 
for the adherents of one school to challenge the adherents 
of a neighboring school to a joint match. These oeCaslons 
were looked forward te with high anticipation hy the voung 
people, and advantage was taken of the opportunity offered 
the sturdy boys to win favor with their sweethearts. 

Religious services that were held in the homes of the 
pioneer were a means of social intercourse as well as of de- 
votion. They brought the people together and they enjoyed 
these oceasional meetings to the utmost. With his modest 
cabin, boasting of but a single room, the early settler was 
far more hospitable than the possessor of the modern, com- 
modious home. No stranger who happened to be delayed m 
his journey or was overtaken by darkness was turned away 
from the hwnblest cabin. The public stopping places were 
tew and far between, so that the traveler would have been in 
a sorry plight had it not been for pioneer hospitality. Visit- 
ors were given the beds, while the family slept on the floor. 
This spirit of hospitality was indicated by the expression : 
“The latch string hangs on the outside for you.’ In the 
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cabin there was always a long wooden, latch reaching across 
the door. <A string was attached to it and passed thrn a 
hole in the door above it. With this string the lateh could 
be easily lifted from the outside, while to fasten the door it 
was only necessary to pull the string, hence the appropriate- 
ness of the expression. As the country became more thick- 
ly settled the practice of entertaining so freely gradually 
grew less and less, until today open hospitality is but. sel- 
dom practiced as formerly. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


Education and Religion. 


{1 early pioneer, tho far removed from educational m 
been ae maintained a high intellectual standard. With- 
in a few years after the coming of the first settlers, steps 
were taken for the education of the youth of that day. 
Schools sprang up here and there, sometimes in the home of 
some great hearted pioneer, at other times in a rude log 
building erected for a school house. These were conducted 
under trying conditions. The terms were short and the 
equipment was of the crudest character, yet in spite of dis- 
advantages, the school, coupled with the rough pioneer life, 
developed the children of the pioneer into stalwart , trust- 
worthy men and women 

The first schools were supported by private contributions 
or tuition. by some instances the teacher boarded from 
house to house as a part of his salary. The schoo! houses 
were built of logs, with a hole cut in the side for light. In 
one end was a large fireplace, and the seats were near tite 
wall. These consisted of boards sawn, from the neighboring 
{imber. Lloles were bored in the bottom and pegs were 
driven in for legs. A board was fastened to the wall and 
served as a desk. There was little attention paid to the 
ehild’s comfort. The individual seat with its highly polish- 
ed desk, and the well lighted school building, heated by 
steam, were as yet undreamed of luxuries. 

It is probable that the first school was taught by Wil- 
liam Hoshor in 1831, near Walnut Grove. There was also 
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one tanght at an early day in the barn belonging to Benja- 
min Williams on the west side of the county. 

As the settlers became more numerous, more ample pro- 
Visions were made for school work and in 1837 the first free 
school was conducted by Miss Love Morse in the vieinity 
now known as Cazenovia. From this himble beginning the 
pubhe school system has developed until every child now 
has the opportunity of attending school at the public ex- 
pense. 

Walnut Grove beeame the center of an edueational 
movement that has since its origin played an important part 
in the jistory of the intellectual development of Central 
Hinois. In 1847 Elder John T. Jones opened a school at the 
head of Conover avenue, but the work was cut short by an 
epidemic of measles. 

In August, 1848. ALS. Pisher was employed to teach ten 
months. [lis salary was guaranteed by Elder Ben Major. 
Ik. B. Myers, Khjah Dickinson, Sr., and B. J. Radford, Sr. 
This school was located on a Jot northeast of the cemetery 
in Walnut Grove. The eourse included some of the higher 
studies, and drew pupils from the entire neighborhood. The 
next year the building was enlarged. and Miss Sne Jones 
was Cinploved to teach the primary work, while Prof. Fisher 
wave lis attention to the Ingher branches. This was the 
beginming of Walnut Grove Seminary. In 1849 $2,500 was 
raised for the erection of a building to be devoted to the 
work of the growimg institution. It was located west of the 
old brick boarding hall and was a two-story brick structure. 
In Deeemher the school was incorporated as Walnut Grove 
Academy with John T. Jones, as president, and A. 8S. Fisher, 
as secretary. Elder Ben Major, who was so earnest in the 
support of the plans for the school, is honored as its founder. 
The first bepuest was made by Jonathan Tressler, a native 
of Pennsylvania, who came to Walnut Grove in 1838. 

In 1855 a charter was granted Eureka College and in 
September of that vear it opened with Wiliam M. Brown, 
president; A. 5S. Fisher, professor of Mathematies; John TI. 
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Neville, professor of language; O. A. Burgess, professor of 
science and philosophy ; and Richard A. Conover, teacher in 
the preparatory school. 

In 1857 and °58 the first college building was erected on 
the present campus, which was deeded to the college by 
Khas B. Myers and Elder James Conover. In 1860 EF. W. 
Dickinson was the first graduate. Ie has been identified 
with the interest of the institution and the city since that 
time. In 1869 the chapel was erceted, west of the original 
building. In 1884 Abingdon College, which had been con- 
ducted by the Christian chureh for a number of years, was 
united with Eureka College. A modern structure was ereet- 
ed in 1890, known as the Burgess Memorial hall, half of the 
funds necessary for the construction of the building being 
contributed by Mrs. O. A. Burgess. 
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BURGESS MEMORIAL HALL. 

Prominent among the names of men who have tanght 
in the institution stand those of Dr. J. M. Allen, John Lind- 
sey, If. W. Everest, B. J. Radford, Carl John and R. BE. 
Ilicronymus. Among the most liberal friends have been, 
John Darst, who at one time mortgaged his farm to save the 
institution ; Thomas Bondurant, of Deland, who gave a large 
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sum to aid in securing a fund of $100,000 for the school; 
and Dr. N. B. Crawford, who gave $25,000 in a single gift. 
He is at present president of the board of trustees, while R. 
i. Theronymus has been president of the college, until re- 
cently, when his resignation was tendered. 

The alumni of Eureka College number nearly 600 men 
aud wolen, of whom seven have been called to be presidents 
of colleges, and normal schools. One has been a governor of 
a state, another of a territory, while still others have repre- 
sented their districts in congress and im the state legislature. 
Wile nmmerous churches and schools have felt the uplhitt- 
ing influence of the mstitution thru ministers and teachers. 

The Low Point Academy was an institution that promis- 
ed good results in the field of education, but its usefulness 
was cut short by its destruction by Hire m 1877. It was 
built by a company each of the members of which paid $100, 
Prof. J. i. Lamb, who served two terms as county superin- 
tendent of schools, was clected as principal and the attend- 
ance Was very encouraging. The fire occurred shortly after 
its erection and, as there was no Insurance on the structure, 
it was never rebuilt. 

The Ingh school is the product of the pubhe school 
system, and has developed im this county during the past 
twenty-five vears. In spite of its recent introduction it has 
met with gratifying success. More than 50 young people 
graduate annually from the high schools of the county. 
Four of the schools are on the accredited hst of the Univer- 
sity of Ilmois; Eureka, Minonk, East and West Side E]Paso. 
Today there are eleven graded schools in the county, em- 
ploy fifty-seven teachers. The total enrollment of pupils 
in the graded and rural schools of the county in 1908 was 
4343, while the value of school property was estimated at 
#242.695. The expenditures for the support of the public 
school during that vear were $115,672.79. 

Recently the County Superintendent, F. H. Doeden, has 
instituted the rural commencement, at which those who have 
successfully passed the seventh and eighth grade examina- 
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tions receive diplomas from the Superintendent. The com- 
mencement of 1900 was the third, yet in that brief time 
Wo has become very popular. The class this year mumbered 
fifteen. 

In 1908 there was opened the first consolidated school 
in the county at Congerville. The children are transported 
in wagons and the principal of the school, Prot. J. C. Whet- 
zel, reports a suceesslul operation of the plan. This year 
Roanoke and Metamora have each enlarged their districts 
by taking in new territory. 

The sehool Hbrary has come to be one of the most help- 
ful features of the publie school in the county. The Mi- 
nonk school has the best equipped library amone the town, 
schools, 1t having been enlarged by donations in memory of 
Donald Stoddard and Mrs. Louisa M. Parkes. It is estimated 
that there are now 9,000 volumes in the public school li- 
braries of the county, with a valne approaching $6,000, 

Hand in hand with the intellectual development. of 
Woodford has gone its spiritual growth. The path broken 
by the pioneer in his search for new lands was quiekly 
sought and followed by his spivitual adviser and friend. 


The pioneer preacher was early on the ground to ad- 
minister comfort to the disconraged and saddened and re- 
buke to the wayward. Lone before the first church was 
erected services were held wherever circumstances would 
permit. Sometimes they were held in a school house. some- 
times ina barn, or in some home thrown open to the people, 
and occasionally they were held in the grove. The preacher 
was a God fearing man, fearless in rebuking sinners and in 
warning them to flee from the wrath to come, Zadoek Tall 
Worth township. An old companion of Peter Cartwright, he 
came to this county in 1830 and settled in what was later 
had many of the characteristics of that fearless exponent of 
Methodism. Is voice was raised thrnout Central Tlinois 
calling men to repentance and a new life. Tle was but one 
of the many who have been instruments m.the hands of God 


EDUCATION AND RELIGION. ol 


for the accomphshment of his work in the county. Jéhn 
Oatman, William Davenport, James Robeson, J. D. Newell, 
Barton W. Stone, Jeter Foster, and W. T. Adams raised 
their voices and preached the gospel among the pioneers. 
There was a high moral standard established among the 
settlers, and they were not satisfied until churches were 
formed. The first church to organize in the county was the 
Christian church at Eureka. It has maintained its organi- 


CHRISTIAN CHURCH, EUREKA. 
zation since 1832, and is now one of the strongest Protest- 
ant organizations in the county. The denomination has he- 
come strong and now has ten churches within the borders 
of Woodford, with an estimated membership of 1,650. 


The Methodist circuit rider was early on the field 
evangelizing, and but a few years elapsed before the organiz- 
ing of the first chureh. The cartiest churches of this de- 
nomination were at Metamora and on the Ten Mile. From 
this beginning the number has multiplied until there are 


92 THSTORY OF WOODFORD COUNTY. 


now ten societies, having a membership of 846, and property 
ralued at 460,000, 

rom the earliest days there has been preaching by Pres- 
Dbyterian ministers, but the first church of that denomination 
was not established until 1853, when the Low Point church 
was founded. The year Tollowing a United Presbyterian 
chureh was opened, There are four congregations of the Pres- 
byterian faith in the county with a membership of about 
p90. More than $5,000 is annually expended by these orgiunt- 
zitions in the support of the gospel. 


The first Baptist church was organized at the home of 
James Vanee in 1837 by Rev. 4. D. Newell Soon alterward 
the Richlaud Baptist church was formed. These have passed 
out of existence, but there are now in the county, five 
organizations with 500 members, and churehes valued at. 
#38,000. They expend about $5,000 in support of the work 
of their denomination, 

The thst Lutheran chureh was in Worth township. — It 
was a small log building but it served as a meeting place for 
a uumber of famines. The organization lone ago ceased to 
exist and has passed out of the memory of many of the old- 
er settlers. There are now two synods of the Lutheran 
church represented in the county. The Missouri synod has 
four organizations with a membership of 579, and with 
ehureh property valued at about $15,000. The Jowa synod 
has one society with a membership of 1,000. The Catholic 
church is the strongest in the county both in point of mem- 
bership and wealth, The first church built was that of the 
humaenlate Conception at Lourds. This was organized in 
1838, and in 1840 their church was erected. This is said to 
have been the first church built in the northern part of the 
state, altho there were others organized at‘an earlier date. 
There are now seven societies in the county, with churelt 
property exceeding $100,000, in value. They minister to the 
needs of about 600 families. 

The Dunkards, or Brethern, as they are now called, 


EDUCATION AND REEEGION. G3 


organized their first chnreh in the county in Roanoke town- 
ship, under the leadership of J. R. and Geo. W. Gish, in 1852. 
In 1857 they erected their church. This organization has 
sinee that time been the center of the work of this society 
in the county. 

The Amish church has developed considerable strength 
amoung the Germans during the last few years. In 1875 they 
erected a church northeast of Eureka, and have services 
there regularly. There was an Amish church organized in 
Worth township at an early date. There are two other or- 
ganizations of this denomination in the county. 

The Apostolic Christian Church has a strong membership 
in the country surrounding Enreka and Roanoke. Their 
church, sonthwest of the latter town, was built in 1873, and 
will seat 700 people. The congregation also has churehes at 
Eureka and Roanoke. 

The Conegregationalists at one time bad a church in El 
Paso, but it ceased to exist years ago. The Episcopahans 
organized a church at Metamora at an carly date, but now 
have the only church of their denomination in the county at 
KlPaso. The German Kyangelicals at one time had a chureh 
in that city, but this has heen abandoned and an Hnglish 
Evangelical was established. This was the forerunner of a 
number of prosperous little churehes of that faith in the 
county. 

Rev. D. M. Fieken has served his congregation as pastor 
longer than any other minister in the county. He was born 
in Germany in 1845 and came to Amerea thirty-eight years 
ago, having first been highly educated in Erlangen, Goetling- 
en and Leipzig Universities. After comimg here he served 
churches at Fort Madison, Peoria, Waverly and other points. 
Mareh 23, 1879, he eame to his present charge, the Lutheran 
church in Linn township. Ile has resided there sinee that 
time. During that period he has baptized 1151 children, 
confirmed 495 young persons, married 224 couples, Jumied 
310 persons and collected nearly $6,000 for charity purposes. 
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The first Sunday School was estabhshed in the county 
in 1837 in what was known. as the Morse settlement, the ser- 
vices being held at the home of Parker Morse, who lived 
near Cazenovia. The institution has grown and has been one 
of the most effective departincents of the church. There are 
38 schools in the county with a membership of 3,475 pupils. 
Phe Woodford County Sunday School Association has been 
an effective feature of the work. The association holds a 
eounty corverfon annually and also arranges for one iW 
each township in fhe county. The officers are as follows: 
President, ames Warner; vice-president, Amos Marshall ; 
secretary, Als. W. TE Foster; treasurer, George Shuman, 
departinent supemntendents: temperance, la. J. Freese, pri- 
mary work, Alrs. W. ok. Dudman:; home work, Miss Alice 
Briges: teachers’ training, W. TE Foster: men’s classes, J. 
F, Shephard; executive committee, O. AL Davison, L. J. 
Freese and W. TE. Siuith. 


Woodford county bas the distinetion of having the first 
county Y. W.C. A. In the world, Phe National Bourd wiieli 
isu the head of the great work, is located at New York City, 
and every country in the world has associations affiliated 
with it. For the past three years the splendid women at the 
head of this work have been trying to solve the problem of 
‘ow to reach the girls and women in the small towns and 
rural districts.” Finally some one coneeived the plan of 
organizing a county the same as if it were a city. This work 
was started in Woodford county in May, 1908, when Miss 
Helen FL Barnes, National Secretary from New York, and 
Miss Ilarriet A. Broad, state executive of Chieago, made 
a tour of the county to arouse enthusiasin for this work. The 
secretary came the first of October and the first county as- 
somation was organized October 17th, 1908, and became a 
part of the National Association. There is a board of direc- 
tors, with Mrs. MI. A. Adams, of ElPaso, as president, and 
each town or community is a branch with its own committee. 
Branches were organized in Eureka, E1Paso, Minonk, Roa- 
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noke, Benson, Secor, Washburn. The membership is 200 
and clubs and classes in Bible study, gymnasium, sewing, 
fancy work and drawing have interested the members. 
Socials, lectures, picnics, and various entertainments have 
been enjoyed. Sixteen Woodford county young women at- 
tended the summer conference at Lake Geneva. 

The association is for the spiritual, social, physical and 
educational needs of women. The amm of the county organ- 
ization is to give the girls of rural communities the advan- 
tages of the college and city. 

The following are statistics: 


MECC ney CMD Sues tae ke ec bees ce ee 90 
PMMOnU Nc Oe ERO A cs Sata Pa ae en Doo 
amrollimemticat Bible Cligses .......+.<.see-0.-- 176 
EOUTETONOE a5 tee 1036 
PMO TSC WWING@ ChASSES .. 2.05.00. 020-0 -e- 37 
CCC meen a See Seta ke os 148 
neo Chee MINNIS INN shane. 2... cee ee es os 30 
ASSP ORGIES) Sy Ge 402 
Pen MCCMONES OM IE. . es eles Ae ea eee 1560 


The secretary, Miss Elizabeth McKenzie, has oversight 
of the work of the county. 


CHAPTER Ix: 


The County Organizes. 


S the county became more thickly settled the demand 

for a more convenient county seat beeame imperative. 
By 1840 the vicimty of Spring Bay, Versailles, Bowling 
Green, Metamora and Walnut Grove had mumerous settlers. 
and a movement was begun for the organization of a new 
county. Aside from the need of a more conveniently located 
seat of justice, was the ambition of the citizens of Versailles 
to make that the county seat. [It was hoped that the location 
of the seat of justice there would soon make it the metropohs 
of the county. A petition was circulated praying for tie 
creation of a new county, of which Versailles was to be the 
county seat. Thomas Bullock, who had named the town, was 
one of the prime movers in presenting the matter before the 
legislature. The granting of the petition was opposed by 
citizens of Washington, who were ambitious to make that 
eity the county seat. A petition had been cirenlated with 
that in view. but Versailles had gotten its petition before 
the legislature in time to give if precedenee, and Washine- 
ton confined its efforts to opposing its granting. Mr. Bul- 
lock and others worked unceasingly and were rewarded by 
secing their cherished bill become a law. A new county was 
ereated named Woodford, in honor of Woodford county, 
Kentucky, the former home of Mr. Bullock. [It did not how- 
ever, make Versailles the permanent seat of justice. but lo- 
eated it at that place for two years. on condition that suit- 
able buildings were furnished free of expense to the county. 
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A school house was provided for the use of the county of- 
ficials and answered the purpose of a court room very well. 
This law provided for the completion of the organization of 
the county, and the election of the necessary officers. On 
April 13th, 1841, the persons elected met in Versailles to 
organize. The affairs of the county were then in the hands 
of three county commissioners mstead of a board of super- 
visors as at present. The commissioners organized with 
John J. Perry as clerk. On June 7th, they decided the date 
of the expiration of the term of each commissioner as fol- 
lows: 

Joseph Meek, of Walnut Grove, Angust, 1841; James 
Boys, of Metamora, August, 1842; Josiah Moore, of Bowling 
Green, August, 1843. The remaining county officers were as 
follows: Probate judge, J. B. Iolland; sheriff, William 8. 
Magarity; cirenit clerk, S. J. Cross; county clerk, John J. 
Perry; coroner, William Tlosher; treasnrer, James S. Me- 
Cord; assessor, Joshua Woosley; colleetor, Wilham Rock- 
wells surveyor, 5. 5. Parke. 


For convenience in voting the county was laid off mto 
four election precincts, designated as Bowling Green, Ver- 
siilles, Partridge and Riehland. The voting place in Part- 
ridge was fixed at the house of John Sunderland, while that 
of Richland preemet was the house of James Owens. 


It may be interesting to note here the names of the first 
judges of election afte: the organization of the county. 
Bowhng Green, Eli Patrick, Samuel Arnold, Samuel Kirk- 
patmiek: Versailles, Wiemy I. Clark, Warren C. Watkins, 
Ben Major; Partridge, Jefferson Hoshor, John Page, Joel 
Ranney; Richland, Benj. D. Perry, Jesse Hammers, Jefferson 
Sowards. In a short thne Spring Bay preeinet was formed. 
In each of these precincts was an overseer of the poor, whose 
duty was to look after the needy in his preeinet. The first 
of these appointed by the commissioners were, Versailles, 
senj. J. Radford; Bowhng Green, Reuben Carlock; Part- 
ridge, John Page; Richland, J. Foster. 
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The first county order was issued to Tenry 1) @lark 
for $1.00 in payinent Tor is services as judge of election, 
that being the compensation of sueh an official at that time, 
while the clerk received $1.25 

The growth of the financial affairs of the county may 
be shown by a glance at the report of the first collector, who 
acted for the county instead) of for each township as at 
present. Tis total collections were 41,034.60, while the col- 
leetions of the various township collectors in 1909 amounted 
to $262,322.32. Williain Rockwell, the first county eollector, 
eave a bond for $4,000, while that of LC. Gish, now county 
treasnrer, was #€202.000,00, The first sheriff, Walliams. 
Magaritv. gave bond for $1.000.00 whieh amount seems 
small in contrast with the bond for $10,000.00 required of the 
present sheritf, Bo FL Slenker. 

Kach official subseribed to an oath in which he pledged 
lnmsell to support the constitutions of the Uimted States and 
of the State of Hlimois, and to fulfill the duties of his: office 
to the best of luis ability. but in addition to that he was re- 
quired to swear that he had never taken part mma duel, had 
seuf no challenge, and Turther that he would take no part 
whatever ina duel during Ins teri of offiee. 

Woodlord county was made a part of the Mighth judi- 
elal district, and the first session of court was held at Ver- 
sailles, in September, 1841, with Judge Samuel H. Treat on 
the bench. ‘Phe county commissioners, at their session m 
June, had chosen twenty-three men to act as the first grand 
Jury, and also twenty-four men as petit jurors. The grand 
jurors were as follows: Thomas A. MeCord, John Mohr, 8. 
Y. Barnard, Reuben Carlock, Wilham C. Anthony, Henry 
I. Clark, Amos Watkins, James Findley, David Travis, Elijah 
Dickinson, Caleb Davidson, Ellis Parker. Parker Morse, W1l- 
ham Dodds. Jesse llammers, James Owens, Samuel Head- 
lock, Harlow T. Barney, Austin Crocker, Joseph Wilkerson, 
John Sunderland. John Page and George Bennett. Only 
seventeen of the above number are shown by the court 
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records to have been present the session of court 
Those present with John ©. Coons formed the first actual 
erand jury. John W. Page was chosen foreman and the work 
of the term was taken up. Two indictments were returned, 
one against Nathaniel Wilson for larceny, and the other 
against Alfred Moore for arson. Neither case was tried at 
fiat teri of CONT. 

Daniel R. Meek, who resides at Secor, was present at 
the opening of the session of conrt. Tle distinetly remembers 
the occasion, which was an important one in the history of 
Versailles. Flags were flying from the school house in which 
court was held and men laid aside their work to attend court. 
There were a number of prominent men in attendance upon 
the session of the court altho they had not gained the promi- 
pence they afterward attained. Among these were Abraham 
Lincoln, David Davis and others. 

The law that created Woodford county provided that 
all cases begun in the courts of Tazewell or MeLean counties 
prior to the organization of the new county, by citizens hv- 
ing within the boundaries of Woodford, should be decided 
in the courts where they were begun. 

The first entry on the docket is that m the case of George 
Case, appellee, vs. Isaac W. Lowe, appellant, m which the 
suit was disinissed as per agreement. 

David R. Campbell was present as states attorney. There 
were no jury cases at that term altho twenty-four jurynien 
had been drawn. These were as follows: Wesley Arnold, 
Jacob Stevenson, William Long, James A. Whorton, Thomas 
H. Baker, John P. Beaty, Thomas Bullock, Benj. J. Radford, 
M. R. Bulloek, David Deweese, James Wells, James Brown, 
Cooley Curtis, Francis Boges, Andrew Galbreth, Solomon 
Tucker, Aaron Richardson, Samuel Arnold, William 8. 
Pratt, Norman Dutton, George Kingston, C. D. Banta, Amos 
A, Brown and William Wills. 

In 1843 a law was passed submitting to a vote of the 
people of Tazewell and Woodford counties a proposition to 
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change the boundary hnes betaveen the two counties to the 
line between townships 24 and 25 north of the base line, but 
the proposition was never adopted. The same year the 
boundary line between Woodford and Mclean counties was 
defimitely fixed and has remained unchanged since that time. 


In 1849 a movement was organized for the division of 
the county into townships. The proposition brought forth 
strong opposition, and a number of prominent men were 
untiring in their efforts to defeat the measure. The first 
election was held in 1850, the vote standing at that time 153 
for township organization and 107 against it. The propo- 
sition did not have the required majority of all the votes of 
the county, and was resubmitted in 1852, the vote then stand- 
ing 469 for and 298 against organization. In 1853 a third 
test was nade, the vote then standing 310 Tor, to 109 against. 
It was not until 1854 that the proposition carried the re- 
quired majority, the vote standing 692 for, to 193 against the 
plan of division. The same vear the court appointed John 
Stunmers, Daniel B. Owen, and Edgar Babcock commission- 
ers to divide the county into townships. The commissioners 
did their work and on April 16th, 1855, the first board of 
supervisors m Woodford county held its meeting at Meta- 
mora. The board was made up as follows: Metamora, Simon 
P. Shope; Montgomery, James Vanee; Olio, Joseph Meck; 
Panola, and Minonk, Robert N. MeClelland; Greene, John 
R. Gaston; Roanoke, David 8S. Brown; Linn and Clayton, 
Isaac) Isher; Cazenovia, John W. Acres: Worth, Jacob 
Shuck; Spring Bay. George N. Sehnibly; Palestine, Alen 
ILart; Partridge, Jefferson Ilosher. The board organized by 
choosing as its chairman, Snnon P. Shope, of Metamora. 


With the organization of this board the work of the 
county commissioners ended. For abont fourteen years the 
county had been under their eontrol and the affairs had been 
wisely and economically administered. The growth of the 
various settlements seemed to demand a closer supervision 
and the new system was instituted. The first eight years of 
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the county’s existence. the commissioners were elected, one 
being chosen each year to serve three years. In 1849, however, 
the law was changed and the affairs were adinimustered by 
wu county Judge and two associates. The first Judge was 
Welcome P. Brown and his associates were Woilbam ©. 
Poynier and W. ie. Buckingham. 

The growth of the county was gradual but steady, and 
the business of the new board inereased quite rapidly. In 
the begmning Clayton and Linn, Minonk and Panola were 
united so as to form but two preeinets. This was due to the 
sparce settlement at that time, but if was but a few years 
until each township had its full queta of officials. Cruger 
township was not created until 1870, when it was cut off the 
west side of Olio. Kansas township was separated from 
Palestine m 1859. 

The county is controlled at the present time by the fol- 
lowmg board of supervisors: 

meno. f Davison: Cliyton, 3. WW. Uphotf, Linn, 
lxlwie Tjaden: Cazenovia, J. HW. Lesch; Partridge, Sol 
Winkler; Spring Bay, Alfred Uosher; Worth, Leo T. 
sehwenk; Metamora, Henry Heininger: Roanoke, C. F. 
Yeck; Greene, Frank Vogel; Panola, Theobald Stimpert; El 
Paso, E. A. Childs; Palestine, WA. Colburn; Ohio; 1. BB Diek- 
Msomecruicer. hile Ferine; Kansas, W. 11. Dixon; Alont- 
gomery, Simon Naffzinger. The board is organized with 
Alfred Hosher of Sprme Bay as chairman. 


The early officers were usually elected for but two years, 
the coroner, sheriff, school commissioner, surveyor and 
treasurer each serving for that length of time. Later these 
officers were eleeted for the full four vear term. The title of 
school conmssioner was changed in 1865 to county super- 
intendent of schools. The county has been very fortunate 
in the selection of its. officers. Only once has it suffered 
serious defaleation. Ayrs Ml. Whittaker, county treasurer, 
was declared a defaulter September 11th. 1878. in the sum 
of $41,632. 63. The bondsmen were called upon to make up 
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the shortage. A settlement was finally made with the 
county bondsinen on the basis of 65 cents on the dollar. They 
were only held responsible for the defaleation of the eoun- 
tv Pond. The state bondsimen were held for the other Minds. 
These protested and after three hearings in court they were 
released frou: Further responsibility on the payment of a 
lonum stim, amounting to about $800, 

The county is now controlled by an efficient corps of 
officials conmposed as Tollows: County judee, John I, Bos- 
worth; county Clerk, Adolph Woltzen: cireuit clerk, TL. 11. 
Van Alstine ; superintendent of schools, BF. 11. Doeden; treas- 
urer, LL. C. Gash: states attorney, Orman Ridgley; surveyor, 
DD. 1. Davison; coroner, W. 3S. Morrison, master-in-chancery, 
John R. Tweddale: sheriff. B. F. Slenker. 

Of these D. I], Davison has been the longest server, hav- 
ing been surveyor at varions periods for thirty vears. L. I. 
VanAlstine and Adolph Woltzen have been connected with 
the offieral business of the county for a number of years, the 
Former as deputy eiremt clerk. and the latter as clerk; the 
latter first as deputy treasurer and Jater as county elerk. 

The business of the county has grown to sneh maeni- 
tude that the treasurer, superintendent of schools, shertff® and 
civeuit clerk ave each empowered to employ a deputy, while 
the county clerk employs two. In the more busy seasons the 
connty and eirewt clerks Trequently employ additional as- 
sistance. As the county grows tn wealth the business of the 
probate court, and consequently of the county clerk, greatly 
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CHAPTER xX. 


The County Seat. 


ILE question of the location of the county seat of Wood- 

ford county has been a live issue ever since its organ- 
ization. Even before the law creating the county had passed, 
the hopes of obtaining the county seat at Versailles played 
0 insignificant part in the movement for its organization. 
The jog in the county line between Tazewell and Woodford 
eut Washington, which would have been a formidable rival 
for county seat honors, out of Woodford and made it a part 
of Tazewell. The unsuccessful effort to change Woodford’s 
boundary line in 1843 was but another effort to bring Wash- 
ington within the borders of this county, and had at its 
foundation a plan for the removal of the county seat to that 
city. The question was only permanently settled by the 
erection of buildings of such value and permanence as to 
make removal an unwise action. 

The act creatine the county located the seat of justice 
at Versailles for a period o. two years. At the end of that 
time an election was to be held and the people were to deeide 
for themselves as to the location of the seat of justice. Some 
restrictions were made in the law as to the contestants. Hach 
town competing for the honor was required to give bond in 
the swu of $1,500. for the faithful payment of all pledges 
made toward the expense of new buildings. In ease no town 
received a majority of the votes, a seeond election was to be 
held and only the two points receiving the highest number 
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of votes conld be voted upon. In spite of — these 
elaborate provisions made in the Jaw for this elec- 
tion it was destined never to be held. In 1843, before the 
expiration of the two years, during which Versailles was 
permitted to enjoy county seat privileges, a new jaw was 
passed giving the authority to locate the seat of Justice into 
the hands of a commission. The law was drawn up in the 
interest o! Versailles: as the people of that village feared to 
submit) the matter to a vote. The law was opposed by 
parties from other parts of the county, but the opposition 
only served to inerease the commission from three members 
10 five. The following were appointed to decide the ques- 
tion: Jolin Th. Bryant. of Burean county; John HH. Tharris, 
of Tazewell county: James IK. Scott, of Dewitt county; LL. 
A. Wannaltard, of Peoria county: J. 1. Sharp, of Fulton. 


There was a sharp competition between the aspirants. 
On June 17th, 1843, the commissioners met at Versailles aid 
after giving due consideration to the claims of contesting 
towns, decided to locate the seat of justice at Hanover, 
since called Metamora. The entry of their decision as it 
stands on the records of the county commissioners, 18 as 
follows: 


We, the undersigned commissioners, appotmted by an 
aet of the Legislature of Hlinois, to locate the permanent 
seat of justice of Woodford county, approved Feb, 28, 1843, 
and au act supplementary fo said act, approved March 6, 
1843, having met at the town of Versailles and been duly 
sworn, according to the provisions of said acts, have proceed- 
ed to examine said county and the differant sites proposed 
for the seat of justice. with rezpect ro present and future 
population of said county, and after mature deliberation 
have agreed to locate the said seat of justice in the town 
of Hanover on sections 17 and 20. township 27 north of the 
base line in range two west of.the third principal meridian. 
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and that public buildings be located on such block or lots 
as the county shall think )est. 

Done at Versailles the 17th day of June, 1843. 

J. Uy SeLARE. 
L. H. ILANAFORD. 
JOIUN Il. BRYANT. 

Acting in accordance with the above orders, the eounty 
Comimecscioners anstrcted the clerk of the eommissioners’ 
court te move all books, papers and furniture belong- 
ing to the county fo Ilanover on the Fourth day of July, 
1843, or as soon thereafter as convenient. On August 12th, 
a special session ot the commissioners was held when an 
order was issued, directing the eirenit clerk to move all 
hooks, papers and furniture from Versailles to Ilanover on 
September Ist. 

The removal of the county seat was a sore disappoint- 
ment to the hopes of the people of Versailles, and the town 
never recovered from the effects of the change. The build- 
ing, which had been used as a court house, was located at 
the northwest corner of the public square. When the re- 
moval oeeurred, this building was sold to Isaac Boyd, being 
first used as a house and afterwards as an outbuilding. 


It was two years before the new court house was erect- 
edl at Ilanover, and in the meantime temporary arrange- 
ments were made for the accommodation of the county of- 
ficers. The contract was entered into with William Rock- 
well and Samuel S. Parke, who were extensive land holders 
in that vicinity, June 4, 1844. The structure was to be brick, 
modeled after the court house at Lacon. It was to be 40 feet 
by 50 fect, two stories In height, and was to be furnished 
by January Ist, 1846. In return the county agreed to con- 
vey all the private donations, consisting of town lots, lands, 
notes and other evidences of indebtedness given originally 
for the express purpose of erecting a court house in the 
town of Hanover, to this firm. [fn addition to the econvey- 
ance of these donations, the county agreed to pay the firm 
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the surplns revennes for the vears, 1844 and “45, at the same 
time the county bound itself to levy at the same rate as be- 
fore and to use due economy, making no unusual expendi- 
tures. In vase of any disagreement between the contracting 
parties, it was to be submitted to arbitration. 

The contract was snblet 
and the work was done by 
David Irving, the contract, 
price being 84,400. This 
structure served fhe pur- 
pose of the coins) Vor 
half a century. It has been 
made  historie thru the 
ereat omen who have 
arened in its court rooms. 
Its halls have been made 
to resound with the elo- 
quenee of Lincoln, Doug- 
las. Inversoll, Stevenson 
and a iunber of other at- 
torneys who have been 
closely identified with the 
political life of the state 
md nation. 


COURT HOUSE IN 1860. 


In 1551 a contract was 
entered into with Luther C. Kinney for the erection 
of a jail on lots 10, 11 and 12, block 40, Metamora. The 
building was brick and was to be finished by March Ist. 1852. 
The contract price was $2,498. 

As the county grew, demands for space in the court 
house increased, and it became necessary to make extensive 
additions to it. The building finally assumed its present 
form, 

Metamora was not, however, to retain undisputed pos- 
session of the connty seat. It was for many years the bone 
of vontention hetween competing towns. There were several 
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contestants for this honor. ElPaso once appeared as a clain- 
ant for it, but Eureka and Roanoke took the field) most 
prominently in the contest. The former based its claims on 
its greater accessibility, the latter on its being nearer the 
eenter of the county. It was necessary that an aspirant have 
a petition signed hy a majority of the voters of the county, 
before the matter could be submitted to a vote of the people. 
These petitions were the cause of much frietion between the 
contestants. Various charges were brought to the effeet that 
vraveyards had been visited for names, signers had repeated, 
and that others were not legal citizens of the county. The 
petitions had to be able to stand a searching investigation 
and still have a clear majority of the voters of the county, 
after all iNegal names had been expurgated, before the mat- 
ter of removal could be submitted to a vote. It was then 
necessary that a majority of all the votes of the county be 
east for removal. Again and again the matter was submit- 
ted, and on at least two oecasions the majority of the vote 
east was for removal, but the attorneys for Metamora were 
always able to show to the satisfaction of the court that the 
vote fell short of an actual majority of the total voting 
strength of the county. 

In 1867 ElPaso sent Robert G. Ingersoll, as their at- 
forney to appear before the board of supervisors at Meta- 
mora, and make an offer of $30,000 for the removal of the 
eounty seat to that place. The matter was submitted to the 
vote of the people, and the canvass indicated that 1,901 votes 
had been cast for the removal and 1861 against removal. A 
committee, composed of D. P. Kenyon, chairman; Andrew 
Cress, R. L. Sidwell, John Darst and Abraham Fulton, was 
appointed by the chairman. of the board of supervisors to 
investigate the matter of the removal. The eommittee re- 
ported that there had been 3,812 votes cast. Of this number, 
1,901 votes were for removal to ElPaso, leaving a balance 
of 1,911 against removal. They advised that the matter be 
submitted to the court, and as a result the seat of justice re- 
mained at Metamora. 
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May 3rd, 1869, Eureka and Metamora contested for the 
honor, but Kureka failed to develop its expected strength, 
the vote standing as follows: For removal to Eureka, 90-4, 
aguinst removal to Kureka, 2.255. Eureka and ElPaso, at 


COURT HOUSE IN METAMORA 1894 


the time their first contests were held, ench had railroads, 
while Metamora had none. This argument was used exten- 
sively but failed to bring the people to see that a change 
was needed.. 

In 1873 a sharp contest took place between Roanoke and 
Metamora. The petition was circulated asking for a submis- 
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sion of the matter to a vote and the necessary number of 
signatures was obtained. The vote was tuken November 11], 
1873, and resulted in 1,660 votes being cast for removal and 
1,628 against it. It will be seen that Roanoke had a clear 
majority of 37 votes. Metamora at once contested. It de- 
volved upon attorneys for that place to prove Tieien he Tatar 
her of votes cast for removal was not a majority of the votes 
of the connty. After the submission of the evidence, the 
Pouriccledinat Roanoke mid tuled 1o get the required 
number and the court house remained at Mletamora. Under 
the Jaw as it exists the matter may not be submitted oftener 
than once in ten years. At the end of that period of time 
Roanoke again appeared as a contestant, the election oe- 
curring in i884. This time a light vote was polled and the 
majority stood heavily against removal, the vote being 
Wi22sfor vemos alvand 2.441 against removal. 

in 1894 the final contest took place and resulted in the 
removal of the county seat to Eureka. [ft was hard fought 
from beginning to end, each side exerting all its energies. 
It was quite generally recognized that this was the fina] con- 
test. A new court house and jail were needed, and wherever 
{hese were erected the county seat would remain. permanent- 
ly located. Committees were appointed on cach side and 
thousands of dollars were expended in the campaign. lsvery 
township was thoroly canvassed and argmnents both for 
and against removal were known mn every part of the county. 


The problem with Eureka was to reach the indifferent 
voter who had no interest in the location of the county seat. 
Ivery stay at home vote was favorable to Metamora. M1- 
nonk was the scene of the hardest fought battles and mem- 
bers of the committee spent the day there looking after the 
fieht. As an inducement to locate the seat of justice at Tu- 
reka, the city council of that city deeded the publie spuare, 
which is in the center of the business part of the city, to 
the county, the conditions being that the court house he lo- 
cated on it. The election resitted in 2,595 votes bemg cast 
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for removal and 1,960 votes were cast against it. The claim 
was at once sct up by the friends of Metamora that the votes 
east for removal did not represent a majority of votes of the 
county. A contest was at onee begun by Metamora to test 
the inatter. The attorneys of that city, not wishing to make 
Woodford county a party of the suit made the city of Eureka 
defendant. On hearmg the argument that Woodford county 
and not Hureka should have been made defendant, Judge 
Worthington sustained Enreka in its plea, and the ease was 
thrown from court. As the thirty days, within which a con- 
test could be begun, had passed, Metamora had no reeourse 
save an appeal to the supreme court. The decision of 
Judge Worthington was sustained and on receipt of news of 
the deeision the records were at onée removed to Eureka. 


There had been no arrangements made for the aecommo- 
dation of the county officers at the new county seat, and they 
were seattered in various empty buildings until a new court 
house could be erected. The county clerk's office was on the 
east side of College street in the building now oceupied by 
the Woodford County Republican. The sheriff and cireuit 
elerk offices were in the R. D. Smith building on the north- 
west corner of College and First streets. The jail and eourt 
room were in the building owned hy Mrs.R. E. DeMotte on 
the corner of Second and Callender streets. 


As soon as possible arrangements were made for the 
erection of a new court house. In order that the arrange- 
ments for the convenience of the county officers might be as 
complete as possible, the board of supervisors took a trip 
thru the state, visiting a number of the more modern court 
houses, and investigating as to material, cost. ete. It was 
determined that Woodford county should have a court house 
that woud be a credit to the county, and, at the same time, 
one that was not unduly expensive. Plans were submitted 
by a number of architects, and after careful consideration 
the plans presented by Bell and Kent, of Couneil Bluffs, 
Towa, were accepted. They called for a commodious strue- 
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ture two-story and a basement in height, constructed of gray 
sandstone and surmounted by a handsome dome. On the 
second floor are the cirewit court room. jury rooms,and several 
offices. while on the first floor there is a conveniently arrang- 
ed county court room, and also offices of the sheriff, county 
and eireuit clerks. The basement has a meeting room for the 
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supervisors, a G. A. R. room, and offices of the treasurer and 
superintendent of schools. 

The building was constructed in a very substantial man- 
ner, and under the careful supervision of the board that was 
made up as follows in 1897: Chairman, N.S. de Vries, Joseph 
Hindert, B. W. Uphoff, John J. Tjaden, Frank Mau, Jacob 


ke HISTORY OF WOODFORD GOUNTY. 


Waener, W. IH. Friedrich, Anthony Fisher, Peter Sehertz, 
A. J. Woltzen, James M. Jeter ik. A. Childs” titmas Crib 
ben, P. A. Felter, Jacob Miller, J. B. Detweiler, BE. S. Brown. 


Those who took part m planning for the building in 1896, 
but were not on the board that followed. were Josiah Ker- 
rick, Adam Stephens, George Andrews, J. P. Kunkler. 

Bids were received from numerons firms, that of TH. G. 
Bruning, of Ifavana, III.. being finally aceepted, the contract 
price being $60,762. The special duty of overseeing the 
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SHERIFF’S RESIDENCE AND THE JAIL, EUREKA. 


work devolved upon the building committee which was 
composed of P. A. Felter. chairman, W. IL. Fredrich, 
Thomas Cribben. B. W. Uphoff, A. J. Woltzen, Ed. C. Engel, 
county clerk. The county emploved Henry Lesch, of Wash- 
burn, to look after mterests of the connty and superintend 
the work of building. The funds necessay for the work 
were raised by the issue of interest bearing warrants, which 
were redeemed in a very short time by the levy of one per 
eent tax. The corner stone of the new strueture was laid 
under the supervision of the board of supervisors with ap- 
propriate ceremonies, the stone being laid by Miss Gertie de 
Vries, the daughter of the chairman of the board. 
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A few months after the completion of the court house, 
a commodius jail and jailer’s residence were erected. This 
structure was built on the property on First street across 
from the new court house. The jail is of pressed brick with 
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weet 2 as 
stone trimmings, the residence 
and the jail in the rear. The contract for the work was lect 
to Kipp and Perryman, of Minonk, for $18,000. The cells are 
modern and are strong and well constructed. 
On the same tot with the jail the heating plant, for both 
court house and jail was erected, both buildings being heat- 
ed by steam. There is no fire in the vicinity of the court 


portion being in the front 
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house, and the building is considered fire proof The records 
are kept ina manner to preclude all apparent chance of de- 
strnetion. All these buildings are lighted) thrnout by 
electricity and the office equipment is ample for all needs 
of county officials. The yards of both court house and jai 
have been eraded and are now beautiful lawns. It is esti- 
mated that the value of the connty property at) Murek: 
will reaeh $125,000, 

In connection with the deseription of the other pubhe 
huildings it is appropriate to refer to the commodious ahns 
house, located between Metamora and Mureka. It is located 
ona Tarm purchased in 1867, and the property has been 
improved from time to time until it is new one of the hest 
equipped alms houses in Central Hlineis. It is ander the 
management of a superintendent appointed hy the board 
of supervisors. The present superintendent, Frank Murray, 
has held that position for several years to the 
entire satisfaction of the board. The farm consists 
of 240 aeres, and is made practically self-supporting. 
It has been the poliey of the county to keep its 
property in the best condition, but while this is trne and 
the county officials are supplied with all needed equipments, 
the low rate of county taxation bears witness to the economy 
of the officials. The original building cost $10,800 and in 
1903 an addition costing $10.540 was made to the Jnulding, 
and $5,673 was expended in installing a heating plant. 


CHAPTER XI. 


Travel and Communication. 


IIE early means of communication and travel were very 
A ee ee Whenever possihle the rivers were 
taken advantage of for transportation and a great number 
of emigrants bound for the west made the journey as far as 
possible on the Ohio and other rivers. Travelers from the 
northeast came on the Great Lakes to Fort Dearborn, after- 
ward Chicago. and completed the journey overland. The 
emigrant vessels presented a grotesque appearance, being 
loaded with chattels of the mover and his family. Others 
eame in covered emigrant wagons, called prairie schooners. 
The oecnpants of these suffered many hardships in cross- 
ing the country. The narrow trails were difficult to follow 
and the tall slough and praine grass which grew to great 
height presented a serious barrier to the traveler’s progress. 
The journey was often made thrn swamps and across rivers 
and streams that were without bridges. 

It was many years hefore roads were laid out. Perhaps 
the first of these thru Woodford commty passed thra Han- 
over and was followed by the stage coach that passed that 
way. It is said this was originally laid out by dragging a 
log across the prairie grass. The progress in the diree- 
tion of laying out reads was very slow. The state took the 
matter up and the county was soon crossed by several so- 
called state roads. These were winding and songht the 
vasiest. places for fording streams and the parts of the 
prairie least apt to become impassible. Among the first of- 
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ficial acts of the commissioners of the newly created county 
was a provision for roads. In accordance with a legislative 
enactment of the session of 1840-41 a state road was laid 
out thru Woodford, extending from Oliver’s Grove, Living- 
ston county, to Peoria. WH passed thru Bowhne Green 
Versailles and Washington, being seventy-four imiles in 
length, nineteen of which were in this county. A second 
state road was from Bloomington to Spring Bay, while still 
others imeluded one from Peoria to Ottawa and one along 
the northern border of the county. These roads were not 
kept in very good condition, and it was many years before 
bridges were built. One of the oldest of these was across 
Walnut creek, near Mount Zion, and was known as Travis 


bridge, 


The carhest provision made by the commissioners for 
the hetterment of roads was in 1841, when the county was 
divided into fifteen districts, im each of which there was 
a supervisor of roads. This muimber was increased as the 
necds of the county demanded. The first of these were as 
follows: Meredith Myers, AHen Patrick, James Richardson, 
Allen Ulart, James Phillips. Win. P. Atteberry James 
Mitchell, Peter Engel, Joseph Nelson, Thornton Park- 
er, Jetferson Hoshor, John Foster, Jefferson Sowards, 
and Benjamin Major. The roads of the county 
were superintended by such supervisors until the division 
into townships in 1855, when each township chose its own 
commissioners. 


The first public means of conveyance aside from boats 
on the rivers and Jakes, was the stage coach. These were 
large, brilliantly painted vehicles, a little on the style of the 
’bus of today. They were usually drawn by four horses 
and made what was considered at that period very good 
time. One of these lines ran thru Versailles and Bowling 
Green to Peoria, being ferried across the Tinois. Another 
line passed thrn Hanover. Fred Ilartman, for many years 
the bell ringer at Eureka College, was an old stage coach 
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driver ou the Ime thru Mackinaw. Wile living he was able 
to tel many interesting altho trying experiences passed thra’ 
by the early coach driver. Tt was sometimes necessary to 
pry the wheels out of the mud with a rail, and the passen- 
gers were called on to assist in the operation, before the 
coach could proceed on its journey. These coaches carried 
the mails, but these were small, consisting of a few papers 
aud an occasional letter. 

The pioneer did not need the stage greatly, as he usual- 
ly walked or rode horseback. Many a settler made his tour 
of investigation on foot or horseback, goime haek to bring 
luis family to his new found home. William Fisher, who 
came here from Vermont, walked back to that state for his 
wife. Hlijah Marshall tells of walking from Detroit to Ot- 
tawa. They covered about fifty miles a day. They would 
get supper ard sleep at one place and would rise at day- 
light and walk until breakfast time, when they would get 
breakfast at another place. Rowland Davison, who later 
settled in Linn township, walked a great part of the journey 
from Troy, New York, to Groveland and return, Joseph 
Meek made his first trip to Woodford county on horseback. 


The pioneer was accustomed to meeting and overcoming 
difficulties, and met and accomplished the long journey as 
he did all other tasks in his way. 

It was not until 1854 {hat a railroad was built thin the 
county, but navigation on the Hlinois was open and Spring 
Bay was quite a good point for many years. A carrier was 
employed to take the mail from Kappa.to Spring Bay twice 
a week, George Taggart being employed in that position. 
Ile visited Metamora and Eureka on the ronte. 


The building of the Hlinois Central opened a new epoch 
in the history of the county. It passed thru the eastern 
part which was practically unsettled at the time of the con- 
struction of the read. This company received substantial 
aid from the government, being granted each alternate see- 
tion of land for six miles on each side of the track. This 
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gave the company thousands of acres of land in the best 
region of the county. In return for this grant of land the 
company agreed to pay into the state treasury seven per 
cent of its gross mcome annitally. The ineome to the state 
from this souree from 1855 to the present time exceeds 
twenty-seven million dollars. 


At the time of the building of this road it was possible 
fo ride for miles without secing a single dwelling house, but, 
munediately upon the construction of it, the region began to 
he settled and is now one of the most populous parts of the 
county. Soon the entire aspect of the country was changed. 
Karm houses began to dot the prainies and several towns 
soou sprang up along the line of road. Panola was one of 
the first of these. At that time the engines used wood «as 
Fuel, and had a wooding station near Panola. South of there 
a turntable was located in the early history of the read. 


Four vears later, in 1856, a second railway was built 
thru the county, known as the eastern branch of the Peoria 
and Oquakwa, later called the Toledo, Peoria and Warsaw, 
and now known as the Toledo, Peoria and Western. This 
road crossed the Central at right angles. As in the case of 
the Diuilding of the first line. it resulted in the establishment 
of several towns that have since become of considerable in- 
portance. It extended a nole north of the old town.of Eu- 
reka, and had the result of locating the city a mile north of 
the omginal site. This road has since become an important 
line of travel between Peoria and eastern cities, and also 
has extensive Chicago traffic. 


The same vear that witnessed the construction of this 
road, saw the surveying of the Tonica and Petersburg line 
thru Metamora, but it was not constructed. In 1870 the St. 
Louis, Jacksonville and Chicago was built thru to Metamora 
and Jater was finished to Washington by the Chicago and 
Alton company, which had come into possession of the road. 
Metamora township bonded itself for $50,000, to aid in the 
construction of the road, and Cazenovia township also took 
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stock in the company to the amount of $50,000. The oregmal 
plan was to complete the road further south, but the work 
was not done. In recent vears the trams on this road have 
run into Peoria over the Toledo, Peoria and Western. 


On the completion of tas lne the Low Point postolfice 
and store, that were located a short distance from the persent 
site of the town, were moved to the town as it is now lovated, 


In 1872 the Chicago, Pekin and Southwestern road was 
constructed. The vamous townships along the road sub- 
seribed liberally toward biulding the ne. Minonk town- 
ship subsertbed $50,000, Clayton also pledged a like 
anount, but it was never paid owmy to a technical, that 
allowed the township to escape payment. Oho township 
voted $50,000, after a bitter contest. The road was never 
completed thru the township, altho the grading was finished. 
The completion of the road required the building of two ex- 
pensive bridges. This, coupled with suits for damages in- 
enrred from grading, probably resulted in the abandonment 
of the plan, the TP. & WW. tracks being used instead. Rea- 
noke township did not vote bonds, but donated $5,000 m 
private subscriptions on condition that a switch be put in 
near the present site of Roanoke. The road is now under 
the control of the Santa Fe. For several months during 
1892 this branch was a link in a line from St. Louis to Chi- 
cago, operating what was known as the Red Express. Dur- 
ing the continuance of this arrangement Kureka was the 
end of the division, a round house and turntable being 
located at the junction of the T. P. & W. and Santa Fe east 
of there. A number of men were brought to Eureka by this 
plan. The trains were discontinued because of the protest 
of the Passenger Association which charged the St. Louis 
end of the hne with cutting rates. 


In 1873 a line of road was constructed that was known 
as the middle division of the Hlinois Central. It extends 
from Minonk to Kankakee, connecting with the Blooming- 
ton and Kankakee branch at Kempton. It enters Woodford 
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a short distance south of Minonk and runs into that city 
over the main hne of the Central.  Minonk is made the 
terminal aud has profited much from its construction, 

The last road to be constructed thru the county was 
the Lake, Mrie and Western thru. Montgomery townslip. 
This was constructed in 1888 and has resulted in the estab- 
lishment of Goodfield and Congerville. It has been a great 
convenience to the southern portion of the county and has 
eiven them a closer market for their grain and stock. 

With the multipication of railways there come an in- 
crease in ease of communication. The mail service has been 
developed to a degree of perfection that was hitherto un- 
thot of. One of the greatest advance steps taken in this de- 
partment has been developed during the past eight years 
in rural mail delivery. The offices of the county each have 
from one to three carriers, who reach practically all the 
farm houses in the county. Their routes vary from 20 to 27 
niles, and their lines are laid out so as to give service to the 
greatest munber. ; 

The telegraph has developed side by side with the raz- 
roads, but it is only within the past quarter of a century 
that it has become the popular means of newspaper 
service. News was often a week old before it was 
published in the daihes, As Jate as 1858 an aecount of 
the Douglas rally at Metamora on September 30th, ap- 
peared in the Chicago Daily Times, of October sixth. The 
eounty is now crossed by numerous wires of both the West- 
ern Union and Postal Telegraph Companies, 

It is difficult to ascertain the date of the introduction 
of the first telephone in the county. Dr. N. B. Crawford 
had one in operation between his house and office at least 
twenty-five years ago. This was among the first used. Now 
the county is served by numerous telephone exchanges, that 
have telephones in hundreds of homes im the county. 

The latest means of travel is the antoumobile, which has 
become very popular during the past five or six years. 
There are now several hundred in the county. The Meta- 
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mora Herald speaks of a velncle, built by Geo. Marsh and a 
painter named Smith, as the forerunner of the automobile. 
This was eonstructed in 1858 and was considered a marvel 
at that time, but it finally went into the scrap pile. The 
memory of it is only reealled by the reeent introduction of 
the automobile and ifs adoption as a popular means of 
travel. 


CHAPTER XIL. 


War Records. 


N the great civil strife that threatened to destroy the na- 

tion, Woodford county maintained her loyalty to the 
union. When hostilities broke out party prejudices were 
laid aside and with but few exeeptions the eitizens were 
loyal to the national government, while President Lincoln 
reeeived their support in his effort to put down the rebel- 
lion. The approach of the war cloud had been watched 
with growing interest. Slavery had many opponents thruout 
the country, as was shown by the existence of the branch of 
the underground railroad thru the county. 

When the president’s call for troops was issued, Wood- 
ford responded with alacrity. Governor Richard Yates, 
famous as the war governor of Illinois, found a ready re- 
sponse to each call that he made upon the county. In ap- 
portioning troops, it was customary to divide the number 
called for among the various counties of the state according 
to population. 

Women were no less loyal than the men and suffered 
untold hardships that husbands, brothers and fathers might 
enter the field. The privation endured during those four 
years of war ean never be adequately deseribed. Men suf- 
fered untold hardships on the battlefield, but the dangers 
from battle were but a small part of those suffered in camp 
or on the march. Privation and exposure wrought far 
greater havoe in the ranks than ever shot and shell. 

The hardships of those at home were inereased by the 
depreciated currency, causing high prices and a correspond- 
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ing difficulty in getting the necessities of life. Hverything 
possible was done to minimize those hardships, but even 
these efforts availed but little in mecting the actual needs 
of the hour. Woodford county expended $41,761.24 in aid- 
ing the families of soldiers, while the husbands and fathers 
were at the front. 

At the breaking out of the war the population of Wood- 
ford was given as 13,281, out of which number 1,643 soldiers 
were aceredited to the county, during the four vears of the 
struggle. In other words fully twelve per cent of the total 
population of the eounty was in the field. These were seat- 
tered among various regiments and companies but a number 
of these were almost entirely recruited in this county while 
still others often had two or three soldiers from it. The 
government did all that was possible to prevent a draft. A 
bounty was offered to each soldier enlisting but it finally be- 
came necessary to resort to a draft in some townships. Sub- 
stitutes were frequently employed to take the place of the 
man who had been drafted but did not eare to go. Various 
figures were paid for these substitutes, $500 to $600 being a 
popular price, but in some eases it reached $1,000. Some 
{ownships sought to guard against draft by the offer of a 
liberal bounty in addition to that offered by the national 
government. In other instances a number of men banded 
themselves together to protect themselves from draft. Some- 
times there were ten and at other times twenty members, 
each agreeing to pay his part toward the purehase of a sub- 
stitute, should one of their number be drafted. In some 
cases men were drafted and aecepted, who had enlisted 
earlier in the war and had been rejected because of some 
physical disability that rendered them unfit for service. This 
was due to the great need for men later in the war that 
rendered the government less exacting. 

The union plan of the war contemplated four great 
movements, Ist, the opening of the Mississippi river; 2nd, 
the bloekading of the southern ports; 3rd, the marehing 
thru the enemies’ country to the sea; 4th, the capture of 


124 HISTORY OF WOODFORD COUNTY. 


Richmond. Woodford county soldiers were principally en- 
eaged in movements for opening the Mississippi and for 
openmeg the south. ° 

The first company having a large part of its enlistment 
made np of Woodford county men, was Company G of the 
Seventeenth Infantry. It was captained by Otis A. Burgess, a 
Christian minister, who was at one time president of Hurcke 
College. Burgess Memorial Vall, of that institution was 
erected in his honor, largely thru the generosity of Ins 
widow. On his resignation in’ April, 1862, Lieutenant 
Johnathan TH. Rowell was promoted to the captaincy. Tle 
had been a student in Kureka College, and made an excellent 
record both during and alter the war. He became promi- 
nent in the political life of Bloomington and later represent- 
ed that district in congress. The regiment of which this 
eompany was a part was mustered into the service at Peoria, 
May 25, 1861, and June 17th it left for Alton, where 11 
spent some time arming and drilling, after which it entered 
into the active hostilities of Missouri. It took part at Fort 
Wenry and Donaldson, and also in the terrible conflict at 
Pittsburg Landing, April 6th and 7th. The regiment was 
nnder fire the entire day of the sixth. The battle raged with 
varying suceess, and at nightfall General McClernand 
formed his ranks for the eighth time. Thru the entire bitter 
contest the seventeenth fought valiantly, and in the morn- 
ing took part in the stubborn conflict that resulted in driv- 
ing the enemy from the field. In the two days’ battle the 
regiment lost 130 killed and wounded, several of whom were 
from Woodford county. During the next six months the 
regiment was engaged in numerous movements in that 
region, and later went to Vicksburg and took part in the 
final investment of that city. After the surrender of Vicks- 
burg took place, it remained there doing garrison duty and 
making excursions into the enemy’s country. The regiment 
was mustered out at Springfield in May. 1864, their term of 
service having expired. 

The Forty-seventh Infantry also contained the names of 
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many from Woodford, companies B and I being largely 
made up from the county. Captain Daniel Miles of Washing- 
ton, for whom the Dan Miles Post, G. A. R., of Eureka, is 
named, was the first captain of company B, but was soon 
promoted to lieutenant-colonel, and was followed in turn by 
Captain Joseph B. Miles, Benjamin F. Biser, and Diego C. 
Ross. Company I was captained by Samuel S. Jaekman and 
Chester Andrews, the former being from Linn township and 
the latter from Minonk. 


The regiment was organized and mustered into the ser- 
vice of the United States at Peoria, Angust 16th, 1861. On 
the 23rd of September it moved to St. Louis, going into 
quarters at Benton Barracks near that city. It remained 
there doing garrison duty and drilling until December. In 
February, 1862, it jomed Pope’s command, and accompanied 
him on Ins advance toward Corinth. In the engagement 
October 3rd and 4th, the regiment lost 30 killed and over 
100 wounded. It jommed General Rosecrans, and on the first 
of April, 1863, the regiment disembarked near Vicksburg. 
Here the men were assigned to various duties. May 22nd, 
it participated in a charge on Vicksburg, suffering quite a 
heavy loss. The remainder of the time of service after the 
fall of that city was spent by this regiment gnarding the 
Memphis and Charleston line of railroad, and in serviee in 
the vicinity of Vicksburg. It returned to that city after a 
severe campaign lasting three months. October 11th, the 
regiment was discharged at Springfield. It was re-organiz- 
ed, and again went south into Kentucky, Tennessee and 
Mississippi. After the fall of Mobile, the regiment marehed 
with the Sixteenth army corps to Montgomery, Alabama, 
and was later stationed at Selma. It was mustered out Jan. 
21st, 1866. 


The Seventy-seventh Infantry contained three compa- 
nies in which a number of Woodford eounty men were en- 
listed. Company C was the first of these and was eaptained 
by Joseph M. McCulloeh, who was succeeded by Charles F. 
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MeCulloch on the promotion of the former. Company F was 
nnder the command of Wilham W. Cromwell, until May 17, 
1864, when James A. Secord succeeded him. Company It 
was under the command of Captain G, Keedy, up to the time 
of his death in January, 1863) when Millgrove le Parmeter 
succeeded him. The Keedy Post, G. A. R., of Mhinonk is 
named in honor of Captam Weedy. 

The Seventy-seventh infantry was organized and 
mustered into the service September 3, 1862, at Peoria. It 
advanced to Covington, and reported to Major General 
Gordon Granger. Jt remained in Kentucky without any- 
thing of special importance transpiring, until November, 
when the regiment went to Memphis, and later advaneed to 
Vicksburg, and = participated in the attack on the rebel 
works. After four days’ fighting the attack was abandoned. 
The regiment behaved admirably in the attack on Arkansas 
Post January 10th, and was complimented by the general in 
command. After this the regnnent engaged for two months 
in digging a canal across the pomt opposite Vicksburg. It 
remained with Grant during the entire campaign around 
Vicksburg, and upon the surrender of that stronghold, it 
took part in the capture of Jackson. The seventy-seventh 
went south into Louisiana and aceompanied General Banks 
on his advance to Alexandria, The army marched up the 
Red river, driving the enemy, until they reached the Sabine 
Cross Roads. The regiment belonged to the division under 
connnand of General Ransom and was first ordered to sup- 
port the cavalry. Before the army could be brought for- 
ward, the whole rebel army came down on their foree and 
overwhelmed the entire division. It suffered terribly in this 
battle, losing 176 officers and men, killed, wounded or made 
prisoners, leaving only 125 men in the regiment for duty. 
After this campaign it took part in the reduction of Forts 
Gaines and Morgan, later joming the army of General Can- 
by, and was with his army in the siege and capture of 
Spanish Fort Blakely and Mobile. It was mustered out of 
service in July, 1865, having been engaged in sixteen battles. 
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Company C of this regiment was made up of men from the 
vicinity of Cazenovia, Metamora and Linn townships. 
Company F also contained several men. from the region of 
Metamora and other Woodford county points, no one place 
being represented by more than a few men. Company I was 
composed of Minonk and Clayton township volunteers. 


Company A of the Highty-sixth Infantry was recruited 
in Olio and ElPaso townships. It was under the command 
of Wilham S. Magarity and later of Joseph Major. It was 
mustered into the United States service at Peoria, August 
27, 1863. On the 8th of September, it went to Louisville, 
Kentucky, where it joined Buell in his pursuit of Bragg. It 
was in the advance in the charge at Perryville and suffered 
a correspondingly heavy loss. The regiment marched into 
Tennessee, and on Sept. 19th and 20th, participated in the 
battle of Chickamauga. After this the regiment was en- 
gaged in a series of movements, first assisting General 
Sherman to float his pontoons down the river at night, cross 
his army and capture a post, following Bragg afterward, 
then joined an expedition for the relief of Burnside, taking 
part ma reconnoissance as far as Buzzard Roost, and in the 
fight at Resaca, Ga. It lost heavily in the charge at Kenesaw. 


The regiment joined Sherman in his famous march to 
the sea, reaching Savannah, Dee. 11th, 1864. In January 
it started north thru the Carolinas, arriving at Richmond, 
May 7th, and Washington, May 19th. It participated in 
the grand review at Washington, D. C., in which thousands 
of battle tried veterans marched down the streets and were 
reviewed by the chief officers of the union. June 21st, the 
regiment received its discharge. 


Company D, captained by David R. McCutcheon, con- 
tained men from Eureka, Panola, Minonk and other Wood- 
ford county points, while company 8, captained by 
Winfield) M. Bullock, and later by William <A. Davi- 
son, contained volunteers from Eureka, Metamora, 
Secor and Roanoke. The regiment was organized at Peoria 
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and mustered into the service Aug. 28th, 1863. Leaving 
Péoria it went into Kentucky, where it remamed until De- 
cember,* when it joined Sherman in his expedition against 
Vicksburg. On the disembarkment of this army, the enemy 
was found strongly fortified on the blufis northeast of the 
city. The regiment took a prominent part in the union at- 
tack. Sharp skirmishing took place durmg the day, and the 
soldiers remained under aims during the night. In the morn- 
ing they were ordered to retake the position of the previous 
day. They remained at the front until midnight, when they 
withdrew and with a battery from Chicago, covered the re- 
treat of the army. This withdrawal of the forces was so well 
planned that the enemy did not know of the retreat until it 
was accomplished. The 108th was highly complimented for 
its conduct in this confitet It also took part in the capture 
of Arkansas Post, after which the regiment moved to a point 
almost opposite Vicksburg. The months of February and 
March witnessed the death of 185 members of the regiment 
from disease, due to exposure and unsanitary conditions. 
During the two months of their stay opposite Vicksburg, 
they were engaged on the famous canal. One day during its 
occupation of Young's Point, the 108th received a command 
to go down the river on guard duty; shortly after a second 
order came to go up to Milliken Bend to take part in a 
charge. The officers sent an inquiry as to which order to obey, 
and were told to follow the first while an lowa regiment was 
assigned to the charge. As soon as the enemy witnessed the 
preparations for attack, they charged the lowa regiment 
‘and half of then’ were killed. The 108th thus escaped 
practical annihilation by obedience of the first order. The 
last of April the iron-clad gunboat, La Fayette, carrying 
the 108th, ran the batteries of Vieksburg and reached the 
battlefield of Fort Gibson in time to participate in the vie- 
tory. It won honorable mention by its admirable conduct 
m the battle at Champion Hills. [1 later returned to Vicks- 
burg, and was engaged in various duties. It furnished 
heavy details of men for the heavy mortars of the boats, 
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and a number of men were permanently disabled by the con- 
cussion from the discharge of the mortars. 

Later it marched into Tennessee and took part in the 
battle at Brice’s Cross roads. which resulted in a union de- 
feat. but the 108th was the last to leave the field. and then 
only when it had used its last cartridge and found it im- 
possible to gain a fresh supply. The regiment took part in 
the capture of Mobile, Captain W. M. Bullock being severely 
wounded in the siege. It was discharged from the service 
at Chicago, Aug. lith, 1865. 

Early in the spring of 1864. [inois. Indiana. Iowa and 
Ohio tendered the president 85,000 one-hundred day men to 
to relieve the veteran soldiers from guard duty at our forts. 
arsenals and elsewhere. Illinois furnished thirteen regiments 
and two battalions of the above number. 

Company C of the 139th regiment had the names of a 
number of volunteers from Eureka. It was under the com- 
mand of Dietrich C. Smith. and was mustered into service 
at Peoria. June Ist. 1864. and on the sth of June. was moved 
to St. Louis. From there it went to Columbus, Ky., and later 
to Cairo. where it remained unti] August as garrison. a part 
of its duty being to guard prisoners. It took part in the 
pursuit of a guerilla party that had been preying on the 
neighboring country. September 25th. it was ordered to 
Peoria to be mustered out. but just at that time General 
Price was moving toward St. Louis, which was imperfectly 
guarded. President Lincoln ordered the 139th to that city. 
The time of enlistment had expired. but when the men 
understood the situation they willingly obeyed the order. 
President Lincoln commended the men highly for their 
patriotism in going to his command after the expiration of 
their time. The regiment was mustered out of the service 
after having been on duty five months. 

Woodford county also sent loval soldiers to the front 
in the cavalry regiments. Cavalry duties were quite severe 
as these soldiers were so frequently employed on scouting 
expeditions. 
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Company G of the Fourth Cavalry was made up of 
numerous Woodford county men. It was under the eom- 
mand of Harry D. Cook, until his promotion, when he was 
succeeded by Elijah H. Baker. The greater portion of the 
recruits came from the region of ElPaso or over the line in 
McLean county. The regiment was mustered into the ser- 
vice September 26, 1861, having been organized by Judge 
T. Lyle Dickey, of Ottawa. It went to Springfield, where it 
received arms, which were left in their eases until Cairo was 
reached. In December, 1861, a reconnoissance of Columbus 
was ordered and the Fourth Cavalry beeame the advance of 
the movement. I[t took part in the capture of Forts Henry 
and Donelson, and April 6th and 7th, participated in’ the 
battle of Pittsburg Landing. After that vietory it was kept 
pretty busy seouting the front. It went with the army 
against Corinth. The time between that and the arrival of 
the regiment at Vicksburg was spent in scouting. It was 
mustered out of the service at Springfield, in November, 
1864. When it left Cairo to enter the field it numbered 1,100 
men, when it came back it had but 340. 

In October, 1861, Robert G. Ingersoll, of Peoria, and 
Bazil D. Meek, of Eureka, received permission to organize 
a regiment of cavalry, made up of recruits from Woodford, 
Tazewell, Peoria and other neighboring counties. It was 
mustered into the United States service Dee. 20, 1861, but 
remamed in Camp Lyon, Peoria, until Feb. 22nd, 1862, when 
the regiment broke camp and marehed to Benton Barracks, 
near St. Louis. The first experience under fire was at Pitts- 
burg Landing. The regiment was on duty between Pitts- 
burg Landing and Corinth up to the capture of that place. 
The eleventh saw hard fighting at Bolivar, Tenn., Corinth 
and Iuka, and during the winter of 1862-’63 Col. Ingersoll, 
with several others, was captured and paroled. The entire 
history of the regiment was one constant activity, moving 
from place to place, taking part in a great number of move- 
ments and battles. Bazil D. Meek, one of the organizers, 
was Lieutenant Colonel, and after the resignation of Inger- 
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soll, owing to his parole, Mr. Meek acted as colonel for a 
time, resigning his position in 1863. The close of the war 
brought joy to the hearts of the members of many Wood- 
ford eounty homes, and all rejoiced that the long, weary 
war was over, but there were many who went out who never 
returned, and the tribute of a grateful nation can never be 
too fully given to the valiant, sacrificing soldiers of the eivil 
war. 
Tears for the grief of the father, 
For a mother’s anguish, tears; 
But for him that died for his country, 
Glory and endless years. 
—TIOWELLS. 

At home the loyal patriots, who were prevented from go- 
ing to the front by one reason or another, banded themselves 
together in a League, known as the Loyal Sons of America 
and gave moral support to the cause of the Union in every 
way possible. 

Woodford eounty also proved loyal in other ways as 
well in the great Civil War. 

Black Hawk War. 

The settlers suffered but little actual trouble from the 
Indians, altho the Black Hawk war produced a feeling of 
dread among them. The conflict with the rebellious chief was 
farther north than Woodford. Black Hawk had watched 
the eneroachments of the whites with a jealous eye, and 
when the Indians were asked to yield the region of the mouth 
of the Roek river, he refused to obey, and in 1831 made his 
open defiance. The first campaign was without bloodshed, 
but the seeond, in 1832, was far more serious. There were 
constant rumors of Impending dangers that kept the pio- 
neers in a state of unrest. Henry B. Meek, of Walnut Grove, 
was captain of the Ilome Guards and was called to gather 
twelve men for the conflict with the Indians. Ile is said to 
have been at the plow when the command eame and immedi- 
ately set about the task of raising men. Among those who 
were in this war from Woodford county are found the 
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names of John and James Benson, Jonathan Baker, John E. 
Davidson, Thomas A. AleCord, Jesse Oatman, Allen Patrick, 
Wilham Bla, John and Robert Bird, Josiah Moore and 
James Phillips. i 

It was but a day’s travel to the point where depredations 
were being cominitted, and 1 was not known how soon the 
Indian forces might fall upon the unprotected settlers. The 
people were on their guard, In the vieinity of Walnut 
Grove, the dogs one night kept up a constant barking about 
the home of Aln. Watkins, and the family feared that Indians 
were skulking about the woods, altho no attack was made. 
This anxiety led him, together with Joseph, Daniel, Henry 
Meek and others to take their famines south to the viemity 
of Little Mackinaw, in the Railsback settlement, where there 
would be less danger. As soon as they had brought them 10 
a place of safety, the men returned to protect them homes 
and stock. A party stayed at night ina low barn belonging 
to Damel Meek and watched lest there be a night attaek. It 
was composed of Noe] Meek, Joseph Meek, Jonathan Baker, 
John Kellum, Witham Blair and Damiel Meek. They were 
armed with rifles and were prepared to give the enemy a 
warm reception, should any attack oecur, but they: had no 
opportunity of showing what could be done. The feelings 
of the settlers were being constantly harrowed by reports 
of what the Indians had done. On one occasion they were 
reported to have captured two voung gitls north of here. 
So great was the excitement over the late of the girls and 
so deep was theanxiety for their safety that a Tiunsom was 
offered and accepted for their release. The settlers in- the 
vicinity of Greene township were also considerably dis- 
turbed and left their cabins to seek safety in the more thick- 
ly settled region of Walnut Grove. The soldicrs, who were 
in the war from this county, were only in the service a short 
time, being enrolled May 4th, at Bloomington, and mustered 
out May 27th, 1832 at the mouth of Fox river, 130 miles from 
the place of enrollment. No lives were lost among them. 
They were under command of Captain Robert ‘MeCluve, of 
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McLean county. After a severe defeat Black Hawk was 
finally captured, and the war ended. All the fighting had 
taken place in the region of the Roek river. This war put 
an end to the trouble with the Indians m {lis part of the 
country. From that tue forward the whites had undisputec 
possession of the Jand. Black Hawk himself went to lowe 
and in time built him a house and settled on a farm, wher 
he died at the age of 72 years. 
Mexican War. 

Woodford county was not greatly affected by the Mex‘- 
can war, and was not so largely represented in that cor. 
fliet as might have been expected. As in all other wars mic } 
were valiant and unflinching in their performance of dut,;, 
ever ready for service, whatsoever that might be. 

Spanish-American War. 

The Spanish-American war also found volunteers fret 
Woodford county, altho the actual enlistment was sina, 
yet there were many ready to volunteer at once should tie 
need become manifest. 

Of those enlisted, the name of Captain Kerriek 1s most 
prominent. By faithful service he rose to the heutenane; 
of Company D of the Second Hinois Infantry. On July 251.4, 
1899, he was commissioned captain of Company F of fie 
Mhirtieth Llinois Infantry. Since the close of the war his 
has remained in the regular army and is now stationed xf 

sie t:dand, where he has done excellent service, in the 
coast defence. 


CHAPTER XII. 


Storms and Epidemics. 


OODFORD eounty has been eomparatively free 

fron. serious storms and  epidemies, yet there 
have been epidemics in its history that wrought 
havoe among the people and there have been storms 
that have carried destruetion with them. In 1849 
the cholera broke out and claimed numerous victims. All 
the horrors of the great plague were upon the 
pioneers. The agony of the sufferer, the isolation he had to 
endure, and the gloom of the silent burial by night were all 
present . In 1852 a seeond outbreak of the dread disease 
occurred. Among those taken from the prominent ranks of 
settlers was Ben. Major, founder of Eureka College. The loss 
of life was more serious than in the previous epidemies. 

Storms. 

As has been observed the early settlers endured mueh 
from severe winters and great storms. The winter of 1830- 
"31 will always be remembered in history as the year of the 
great snow, causing widespread suffering, but the winter of 
1836-'7 witnessed a storm that wrought even greater de- 
struction to stock and caused at least two deaths in the 
county. It was in mid-winter and the weather had been 
unusually mild. Suddenly it ,turned bitterly cold. Stoek 
that was any distance from shelter was frozen before it 
could be reached. A Mr. Butler and his daughter in Part- 
ridge township were caught by the storm and before they 
could reach a plaee of safety both had been frozen to death. 
Their bodies were not found for several days and then they 
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were frozen so stiff as to render it necessary that they be 
put in large boxes for burial when the weather would permit. 

Wind storms have also wrought havoe in the county 
at various times. It has been visited by several storms that 
have swept everything before them, and have left paths of 
ruin behind them. Fortunately the territory covered by 
these has been limited, yet they have left a reeord of destruc- 
tion that is heart rending. 


The first great storm occurred in 1858. It ocenrred 
May 13th, toward evening. It had been threatening during 
the day, but toward night a heavy wind began blowing 
from the west. It lulled a few minutes and the worst of the 
storm seemed passed, when the wind suddenly shifted to the 
north and blew a hurricane. It was not a tornado but a 
strong wind blowing with unexampled fury. It was wide- 
spread in its destruction and all parts of the county suf- 
tered from its ravages. Trees were uprooted or broken off ; 
barns were destroyed; houses moved from their foundations 
or destroyed, and stock was injured. It is impossible that 
any adequate aeeount of the aetual damage can ever be 
given, so broadcast was its destruction. 


Near Eureka the house of Jacob Felter was destroyed. 
The building was not entirely finished, and was probably 
not as strong as it otherwise would have been, yet it was 
near enough completion to enable the family to live com- 
fortably in it. Mr. Felter had gone out during the lull to 
look after his stock, and the side of the house fell on him. 
ILis feet extended from under the wall and his wife tried to 
raise it from his body, but was unable to do so. When it 
was raised from him he was dead. Another death occurred 
as a result of the storm, Mrs. Otto, residing near Secor, be- 
ing killed by it. In Clayton township Mrs. Susanna Tallyn 
had a thrilling experienee, and a narrow eseape from death, 
She still remembers with horror that terrible night with its 
dangers. Iler husband was outside looking after the stoek 
when the storm came up. They were also living in a house 
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that was not completed, yet it was regarded perfectly safe. 
The storm destroyed the house and eaught Mrs. Tallyn be- 
tween the wall and the stove in such a manner that it was 
necessary to cut her clothing away before she could be re- 
moved. She and three small children were in the house 
together when the storm came, but as if by a miracle none 
of them were seriously injured. Mx. Tallyn, who was on the 
outside, was injured by having one of the out buildings fall 
on him. Wilham Worthington, who lived near Mr. Tallyn’s 
also suffered damage from this storm, while the house of 
Dolphus Forney was one of the many blown from its foun- 
dation. The night following the storm was one of fear and 
dread. It continued, tho less fiercely, during the night, and 
with the morning eame a full revelation of the havoe it had 
wrought 

The seeond great storm oecurred October 19th, 1875. 
This time it was a fieree tornado, whieh crossed Roanoke 
and Clayton townships, doing vast injury to property and 
causing consternation among the people. This storm was 
first seen in the vicinity of Washington, and had the appear- 
ance of a great revolving mass of clouds in the air. There 
were abundant evidenees of impending danger should it 
come to the ground. It did not come down, however, until 
it reached Woodford county, in the neighborhood of Roanoke 
township. It struek the Bingham sehool house and dashed 
it to pieces. School had just been dismissed and but for 
the foresight of the teaeher, who just sueceeded in getting 
the children outside the path of the storm, some of them 
would undoubtedly have been killed. It destroyed the house 
of E. E. Bingham, the family escaping by going to the eel- 
lar. At Thomas Marshall’s, part of the house was destroyed, 
and a great stone in front of it was moved several feet. 
The storm took its course toward A. C. Bullington’s house. 
Here the building was dashed to pieces, and Mr. Bullington 
and children saved themselves by clinging to the hedge. The 
Jeter school was next in its course and was broken into a 
thousand pieces. A part of the blackboard is said to have 
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been found in Minonk township. C. 11. Waldron’s house 
was destroyed as was also Gideon Jeter’s barn. Mrs. Char- 
lotte Stimpert’s house was destroyed. All the family but 
Philip succeeded in getting into the cellar. Ile was carried 
some distance with the house, but was finally dropped 
without serious injury. Mr. Stimpert still has a vivid 
recollection of the storm and its results. He remembers 
that they had four wagons, two of whieh were new, and the 
storm took the spokes out of every wheel but one. The 
front part of one wagon was carried a half mile. The 
house of Mrs. Mary de Freise was destroyed, and she was 
imjured. George Leonard’s house suffered the common fate, 
as did also Mr. Snyder’s home. THe was the only one killed 
in the county as a result of the storm. The barn and trees 
about Henry Meimmen’s place were blown down, and Wait 
Uphoff’s house was completely destroyed. 

The storm was not wide, the main track of it being 
ttle over a hundred feet in width. Corn, which was just 
ready for husking was blown to the ground, and husking was 
done with great difficulty. There were numerous freaks of 
the wind in its wild flight across the prairies. At George 
Leonard’s the baby was picked up and left on a straw stack, 
practically uninjured but with its clothing torn from its 
body. Posts were drawn from the ground and carried a 
distance and dropped with their pointed ends downward 
with such force as to drive them into the ground as solidly 
as if they had been set there by the hand of man. <A stove 
in which there was fire was picked up and set on a straw 
stack, setting it on fire. A molasses bucket was pieked up 
at the home of Thomas Marshall and carried to Samuel 
Bally’s a mile away and the lid still remained on the bueket. 
Several horses were killed by having rails driven thru their 
bodies. A quilt from A. C. Bullington’s was picked up near. 
Minonk. 

The storm was of short duration and did not cover a 
great extent of territory, but wrought complete havae 
wherever it went. 
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In June, 1899, a tornado passed over a part of the eounty 
doing considerable damage. If came to the ground this side 
of Deer Creek and moved ma northeasterly direction, It 
appeared to move up and down, striking one place and skip- 
ping the next. Southeast of Kureka if wrought havee in 
the amdst of the timbers. Creat trees were uprooted in 
large miuunhers, and there were many signs of the storm’s 
termble, work, The home of Robert Barrett was dashed to 
pieces. The occupants were absent at the time and suffered 
no injury. A onimmber of other places were damaged, altho 
ny other house was destroyed. 


CHAPTER XIV. 


Political Views. 


OLITICALLY the county has usually been demoeratie, 

the vote at the first presidential election after the county 
organization, being Polk, democratic, 322, Clay, whig, 15S. 
There have been occasional lapses from faithful adherence 
to the democratic party, but the presidential candidates on 
that ticket had a plurality in the county up to 1896, sinee 
which time the tide on presidential years has been in favor 
of the repubheans. Prior to that year an oecasional repubh- 
van candidate for county office would be elected, but sinee 
then the offices have been almost equally divided between 
the two leading parties. At the present time the honors are 
quite equally distributed. 

The campaigns for several years have been very close 
with the rivalry between county candidates especially 
strong. 

Altho the elections were for many years one-sided af- 
fairs, they were not robbed of their intense interest, Toreh- 
hight processions, bands of music, floats, banners, and _fire- 
works were the characteristics of the campaigns for many 
years. Hach side sought to make the greater display, and 
have the longer procession. There was the old fashioned 
barbecue, attended by thousands of enthusiastic party ad-. 
herents. 

One of the most striking of these was that in which 
Lincoln and Douglas held their famous debate. Slavery was 
the vital issue of that day, and the people saw in it the all 
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absorbing question. Woodford county was deeply mterest- 
ed in the solution of the problem. There were men of the 
Abolition type, who would not hesitate In using every 
means possible for the uprooting of slavery, and who were 
especially strong in their opposition to the fugitive slave law. 


With men of this stamp in the county and with others 
of opposite views, if is not surprising that the appearance of 
Jancoln and Douglas in their famous campaign, should 
awaken an intense interest, that found vent in great enthusi- 
asin for the respeetive senatorial candidates. The issues 
were Closely drawn, Lincoln opposed the further extenston 
of slavery, while Douglas advocated the allowing cach state 
to decide for itself its attitude on slavery. The candidates 
for senators made a thoro canvass of the state, and they visit- 
ed one point in Woodford county, Metamora. It was not 
one of the seven places at which joint debates were held. but 
the candidates appeared within about a week of each other. 
Douglas appeared there September 30th, 1858. The date on 
which these addresses took plaee is in doubt. The eom- 
mittee having charge of the preparation of the bronx 
tablet erected in the park at Metamora at the celebration 
of the fiftieth anniversary of the debate. fixed the date of 
the Douglas address as October 2nd. 1858, while that of 
lancoln’s address was October Sth. 1858. just one week 
later. 
seem to point to Thursday, September 30th, as the date of 


These dates each fell on Saturday. Other evidences 
the appearance of the Little Giant. while Lincoln spoke the 
following Thursday, October 7th. 


Thousands of people gathered to hear the Douglas ad- 
dress. The speaker was met at Washington and was es- 
corted to Metamora. The delegation was inet by the Wood- 
ford County Men’s Democratic club three miles out of town. 
and delegations from Eureka. Minonk. Spring Bay and other 
places were in the proeession. Minonk had eight four horse 
teams in line. There were banners bearing such signs as 
the following: ‘‘Popular Sovereignty ;’’ ‘‘Let the People 
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Rule;’’ ‘‘No Nigger Equality.’’ The meeting was held in 
the grove half a mile out of town. There was boundless 


enthusiasm when Col. Roberts made the address of welcome. 


Douglas was known as the *‘ Little Giant,’’ and was an 
effective speaker. He foretold democratic victory. 

Mr. Lineoln was hailed by a crowd about equal in size 
to that which greeted Douglas. He was better known to the 
people of the county than his opponent because he had 
practiced here so much and was a general favorite. Tle was 
not so polished in his manner of address as his antagonist, 
but there was a clear, forcible logic about his speeches that 
carried his hearers with him in lis argument. The day was 
characterized by much the same display that was witnessed 
when Douglas was there. One of the features of the proces- 
sion was the gaily dressed riders representing the states of 
the union. Banners, bearing varions inscriptions were 
borne in the procession. One of these excited a storm of op- 
position from the Donglas party, and threats were made 
against it. The banner represented Douglas pulling a boat 
load of slaves across the Ohio into Illinois. 

Lincoln’s speech was characteristic of the eampaign. 
At heart he was opposed to slavery, and used all of his 
eloquence to arouse the people to oppose its extension. 

The fiftieth anniversary of this great debate was cele- 
brated in 1908. The exereises in this county were held in 
connection with the Old Settlers’ picnic, August 27, 1908. A 
ereat concourse of people gathered, of which number a few 
were present at the origmal Lineoln and Douglas meetings, 
and took part in the celebration. A bronze tablet bearing 
the following inscription was erected : 

Spoke Here. 

Douglas, October 2nd, 1858. Lincoln, October 9th, 1858. 
Dedicated by Old Settlers and Ilistorieal Associations of 
Woodford County, August 27, 1908. 

The tablet was not erected on the site on which the 
celebrated addresses were made, as that was a short distance 
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outside the eity, but was placed in the park. Underneath 
the tablet wag placed a box contaiming coins, papers and 
other objects that would be of interest m the future. 

Another campaign that was of unusual mterest was that 
for the election of county officers in 1865. The excitement 
was Intense, and the entire repubhcan ticket composed as 
follows, was elected: Superintendent, John Buekingham ; 
surveyor, EH. W. Dickinson; county clerk, George Kinnear; 
treasurer, Joseph M. McCulloch; county judge, William 8. 
Magarity. 

The custom prevailed for many years of holding great 
political meetings attended by crowds drawn from miles 
around. One of the great rallies held mm the county was the 
Logan meeting at I!Paso, October 6, 1872. It was attended 
by thousands of people. Logan was very popular, especially 
with the soldier class, who loved him for lis courage. <A 
special train brought a great crowd trom Bloomington, and 
there was tremendous enthusiasm. More than a thousand 
came from that city alone, and one of the features of the 
parade was the full company of colored men from the Ever- 
green city. 

Another great rally was that held at Eureka in the 
campaign of 1888, when John MM. Palmer and Andrew 
Jackson Bell, candidates for governor and lieutenant gov- 
ernor on the democratic ti¢ket. were present and made 
addresses both afternoon and evening. There was an im- 
mense crowd, a long procession and banners of all sorts. 

The next campaign there was a great demonstration at 
Minonk at which Gov. Joseph W. Fifer was the prineipal 
speaker. There was the usnal throng of excited party ad- 
herents, and the great torchlight procession. The Kureka 
umbrella brigade headed by Stumpf’s Military Band was the 
most attractive delegation in the parade. 

Another campaign that had novel features was that 
m which Benjamin UH. Harrison was a candidate for presi- 
dent on the republican ticket against Grover Cleveland on 
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the democratic. It derived its novelty from the fact that 
Mr. Uarrison was a grandson of William Ilenry Llarrison, 
of Tippecanoe fame, who was elected to the presidency in 
1840. Features of the campaign of I8t0 were mtroduced 
into that of 18388. The log cabin, with the barrel of cider 
by the dour, and the raccoon chamed to the cabin, were 
features of the processions. The democrats retabated with 
various banners, among which was that with the motto: 
‘*Grand-pa’s hat won't fit Bennie.’ 

In recent years the campaign of pomp and display has 
given way to one of newspaper discussion, the so-called 
euupaign of education. Time alone will tell the results. It 
is no longer necessary to ride for miles to hear a discussion 
of affairs of the day. The daily newspapers and magazines 
give a complete resume of the entire subjeet, far more com- 
prehensive than can be gained from a single address. 

There have been other questions aside from the usual 
political issues that have from time to time drawn the at- 
tention of the voters of the county. In 1855 a prohibitory 
proposition was presented to the county, and those interested 
in local option will notice that the county at that early day 
stood two to one against the prohibition idea, the vote being 
390 for to 668 against it. , 

Another proposition frequently submitted was that of 
permitting stock to run at large. After several votes had 
heen taken the proposition to keep stoek off the roads ear- 
ried in 1872 by a vote of 1,128, for keeping up stock, to 929 
against it. 

The annexed tables give the vote of Woodford on presi- 
dential candidates since the organization of the county, and 
also the list of county officers since it was formed. 


HISTORY OF WOODFORD COUNTY. 


144 


Nostazq ‘HE «paruegd 


uostatq ‘Ho jarueq 


ysivjy “f[ ves] 


eeee 


o MAUID WN W TOF ol atateatiwitel itsiatieim) /< fous Meusere wens 


Sto” ak ydeasof 


eiceaded IVSp7] 


sro Ue ‘SG dsso | > = Aoxirey ff 


Assad ‘f udasof] ++ -soxeay “5 uyof 


eee . AyD EI 
“OMY w9apsOpy 
“++ SIpULY “A\ tag 


oe EN ok wo 


SR aR OAS ome S ES ea 


IoAaaing 


JOpyvyy “Dd 


pore Feces | 


Tor 


eo 


Yay Svyo 


ee) 
UVULAY 
eee iis Oe 
ssUd “A\ uyol 
PS SOMITE WL 
oF Say dena ale LOI 


MIYPLIY 


pea 


I9UOISSIUIWIOZ 


JOoydS 


Se) ie goge| 


JIBULIYS ed 


eh eee 


[ug 


es Sipury “AN 


= AQIS} “| Pus 


rape ene qi, WEN a 


eae ge omits 


“AX UYyoL 
UO) LAo] 
10 ee IT] “WA\ 


Sp 
SPeRiva | 


*19U0107 


yoru “PL stavo7y 


-- aapiG 7 


JOUNY 


yridy 


ne Beer Dy CTHENY 
pete oo ASB asia) 
e SULA] pesca 


Ve 


SHOLULUING ulpof 


at IESE ~S IWAN 


Yl9ys 


ee oe eee . 
tee Ce os eee eee 
Coe re Se ee ee 
ee Ce 2 . 
see eee ee aieirenes: 
ee ary . ae ee eee 


Ci ee Y 


sees qpopunpy rouqy 
7s AVAIV]EY “D9 UYyOoLs 


ULVYSULMONG “FY UU AY 
** JaqudAog “D “WAA 
aosnf azeossy © 

AQUIVG MO]Iv]] 
“MOSPIVIPIYy «soues 
poses TOUT OR LT 
‘e+ AQUIVG AMOLIVET 
““TOSpLVYQy somef 
“IOYsSoOP, wossoyol 
FS A iatenigy Satui@ye) 
VIOOTY YRIsof “Yoo 


ydasof ‘sAoq samuel 


*SIDUOISSIUIWIOZ 
AuNOD 


‘SYADMAO ALNNOD GYOAGOOM AO LST 


WG OW ir, 
PARAS 
ey 


On Ns 


POLITICAL VIEWS. 


uosiaeq “H ‘d 
MOstAuG, HG 

> UOSIAeC) Ee Gd 
UOUArG tie 
ulajsuaney ‘seyy 
uyaysuaney] ‘sey 
wiosuoney] “sey 
ulajsuaney “seysd 
OSA! i ewer 
uostaed “H [arueq 
uosaeg “H [aued 
uosIAeq “HL jatueqd 
uostaeq “HH [aed 
wostaed “H  laeq 


uOsUTy STC 


M a 


Lee a quae z . in 
“oe eee 
ores eee 21 po 


JOUpIe “FT “WA, 


juapuaqutiadns 


= MOsStIOTy Ss 


¥ a . aa . IP}8S eal 
PA ise Oe 
ere ee Souqs TI “al 


eee ee AIQqu zal “at 
: deunqd “WeM 
vttts KODQS sourel 


em ot "mM Of 


ase ee ee ee) 
i d tee ee 


ee ee 


en ‘WW some 
292 HTK f some 


* JoUIe™ Id1094) ) 
: [J2@H EERO D).) 


ean coro Wee) 


eee 


ee eee 


WWM 


“* goupsey “q uyor 


Isu0104g 


— a oer 
oe ee 
Se ueeb tence 


"71 woseqoy “V ‘D 


ein cig to 


“io puyotrey snsAy 
HUIS 


Ce 
ee ey . 
« eo ee eee eee eee 
ee ee 
Cr ee rey ee cee ne . 
Ce 
. re ee ee esas 
| eo se ea ewe 
ee ee ee we eee eens 
fewer er eases arene ee 
Pr 
vee eee eee ewes 
ee ee 
ee ey eee were ware 
i 
Se rary 
eae en ne Cr 
eee wees eeece oe 
ed . 
ee ae 
reeeas Ce 
Ce ee ee 
ey 
ee . 
Ce 
a re 
ee 
a eo e 
Pe a ey . tee 
i i ta ee 


SIDUOISSIWMIWIOD “OD | 23eq 


TISTORY OF WOODFORD COUNTY. 


146 


Ce Sa Py Ti eo ne Z\uvs,, <1ud Fy =a wo > Ar0ayy 
ad Poon Oss ea er tenis ee ean co, | oak er 
rosaipicel vere eC i 2 SS) V4! Tene) ve! 0) to 6) oa aaa ar a fw es Si#. (a. ac (#1 Ge, om ah Jal acca (ey re leti@ ven cere Cy Carer ns ZYULIG] Aud YY tO oe De Se cae Perot oy a 
ED SEE CT SION tyes? 2 ci zs & 8 “APIVSUTY 8S “LULA Os Soak x3 oe er ar er ry : Yoong IN ‘SO Aono 3 *IVOUUTY ‘O94 
Go A Gea cy tk Gece oe oes Serer FE eet a ee ce cae BE | Tai satel aon et) Tih oes oo Cuan Boat ch SS ah oi Rm Oo GS aoe OG 5 
i ad RR Ra ae? poe ee UP (anaes cee eee lat oad. Soe Rem me Ties ||| eee oe ene, ot. JOP AY ra ULAY Fe ee ak War Va Det ee ees a oe ecient, St 

UOSTIADIIS Gl ee See ee NA | We aT eC Dea tere ON Cree tall | tac) 0. eemeNeeyisarere si ds. |) aa POMPE eave, ce SOc sad 
SPIO STS EOS e A  G a [P AVquyy 1] SY eree ay We ue Ce Ce De Par net wry Ce te Ce | SIOA TY \ all “© “LUUL TT “aI eer 
ee me er OS SES FTES Peon Nee eae ng rhee ene 2 Ki'o,7 fal Sour RTE Seay a Reco Ce i een cee Orcs eer ney oo och 

(HOUSE NOS E,W cao scr een acosroa ete ll ponnos Geno orooacaco | omsun ase “AA yor paopod do eeyDn avo D0 
ee eee ee | ee ae ae WPL a g ee cred: th abla ai Ree oes aw Fae ae a ee not netiren fs) ase AV UO L “vue EL ia 119GOY 
“DAES OM a| ANN Jofejy RE Me TE Ot on, ahs}, is ia see SOE Ma ee ee AUC apoyo | ae mapmen hes A ae A Romer 
ee ee Raat tag) a eae eect Dee a SOO es 0 A\h cal [9ZEY ee a fe ee oe eo 8 
Sige o, © ot Det one are lee Get weysuryong oa “Ut N\ CUR area Miley tes Ie Ne eee PP ee AY al jazeq spooqed s6368 
[jeqdiuers q Paved auoWeoeeusoiieal sesiisonsumenst stasd/a yeaa siren | [ler ) Gane Aare 4joq 19197] SIAL OR id jsetue yams eusuLouatranksmalve rote, heise Ill larcciucctisareyescitee others cob caten ae ata eae nene 
ai Ce nce gage scucoaics (28 RCO Os PRolicixe ey atten a) /M Nota) panier e™Ke? tap ta enre we ||| Uriel ocak iy ae ee Ae 2 oe . Ssouof vusyor Spoon Doo aa ean OOO 
yeqduey “gq plareg (1) UMOIG “qd “A\ ESUNS) {[ [OMNES || ==oeeees oa al yIoaqeg 1eaoy 
heal Gabe ck eam cgcpruel nae ae aL sure” ApS” a || F5i.4' carr atone ph Ray cetmaeaw eset camcbue ones, oP || oudeeremter tm me Orc teeere Tren eects CTR nee aL RC Re ee 2(Uq asso moa) si netosiis: eee ° ° 
OPES ET ELISE YL) SOR aC SU Seca Cece ON CMEC Cac Tet, cece aL SsUID) af JOULURS iaicelinal mare ces Lolita Talirenteniveiinl one (udveule) tains le RM Ae Ue Mi el Sars Fe ee Ye es 
Feel teh Ps scace rs eieit error ase acksussile ets Atl /sirouca MMNenretis) delay rayravie ce trees hair are rie) 8) * (6, 1 cele) te) "em 1a) ast 4) le) CECH CHEN EC CCN CONCH ECT IIa ays ee Rete ey al uyof 
yeqdues q prarg seh Sie tense Valvasse/ ise Sus: sah is msiis ez ses || Ncstenie tare men(etesy AAT Ways omit me tal cat samrenisonl | Ueeventsiceersie eure Riay taareiirscrsy ec ueenrs See ia) |) Dene osu edrenien sens) eure tel oie: eee eee 
CEI O 0 SORKE TOROS OED ONG) | leichey raters Oo cs fe i ek Sach ry SsOi7) f janes wires say (# seu eiiel ve! (as csi tele) (a sire) Joc teste ‘ 29 SATE) ay off By OT 
CD a EQ Ce Oe Bae Oe: Po teeny ey Ci oy P1ODIIVN S sole ey 
[jaqdurey re piarg sia se! ieiteie) (e216 vousaural uta Cetra Pests. aye (z ) sso ID ail panes | cha) <8) (ay eainar tei ele. al mica) (e) fends you as is) a0 <6 POD DD DATE) af uyof 
AIUIONY $9}k1S a3pnf Ayunog | M199 yNdIID J3Insesiy, y1319 Adunos 

| 


penunuo)—'SdaOItdO ALNNOD CAYOAGOOM AO LSIT 


147 


W'S. 


+ 
4 


4 


OLITICAL VI 


P 


eoivisosse OM) pur espn) Ammoo ye {Oo du speed oy Po cura SUA nea ee ay} 6rgI ul “Ee 


SIIUMOISSHUUIOS 


jan09 


Ul padsss Sssoiy ‘f (pues: pau Mosse ssi ‘puvyjoH ‘gq uyot ‘ 


. 


ay} JO Y1ojo Way] SBM oYM ALId9g “[ UYOL SVM Jops1OdIT ISIY OT | 
PAUINDIOGEES) TB) 
UdISOYD SBAL Eee sa ev OFQI ©} A0lIg ‘1 


coe ApaBPIy Rirrrey 5 Siemens QUNS|V UL, ie a Tc a aaa Sanne en Gn LOR none S001 
60 Ae oOo ae D DD quossog EL wae Ao oo wo KOCed eas ysiy a5) fa . ‘UOZVOM ydjopy 9061 
a1epprrl. y ayof | ie joo sunstyura “VW a ee eee ere Ott cs Vee ee 
ota aaa -<pouury svuUoy |, Leese ers ea Cena Phe ca tete 121N udosor | foe U9Za]OM ydjopy ZO06I 
nde: fa) oe Ayla al a ce eee eee a . ee Serene i Vv ull eysususcleilies lente) rejien ie) oo) nes iw Sisarains coe ec . Oo61 
Poy er) Kyte sy et SK . Apouus yy seuouL An en Do oO Oo O 2 iy Bete 6 6 a nS uoAT ie are we josury 2) wel 9681 
660 IED | 381094) oa ao es fareo diene Gao 6 Bt oS 6 oof a 31095) 4 ood 6 0 6 Od Soe hoe Sle G5 LOSI 
ee iemiein) cteemn b= Seuoeursimen (=e) ois) oe. URAD IV ay Sho oo Go Ses Seuooge 8 ee eee uosspoy Pa; ny a) pa tOgt 
es SvUUOY fF, Beets 60 we ee oot a81095 Me ao 8 co 0 de rreseees gKarq uo! zog1 
kta ne te Cee me a, US ee a Cert ee Dis a at ate ee LANs) BIN aNd . . Piet ee eee ee ee i ve Ve ‘H BO eee SeUOu 0681 
pom semouL| ree ba eo oa Den eo oo || Bee aoc cS Butady] i oi KAO E GOO CS ono eG ohe 6 Pies URS ca Siok ects Wau! enemencreen 3981 
Puerta ME Ce odo “wosqiD is JOE AA te G Futiei eo laches uostarq oe val bi Pee eG shaq uyof QRQI 
TPOMON 7] use ene poopo one oe Bootes ‘d Se[O4IIN Po gn oot ners hoee eee c so POvOOtHO TANTO GE Feet 
ooeee oe veneers ee) = SoaU NN Pe at Gat eae Lg re 19194] ‘Vv “al eee ee eee Avy qoove ZQQI 
DS reo at ae eae ee ea ae ec: ‘os gassed “Wal «8st 
“]2N9N a UIe TY ; ee fears “aoged "A. SvjONoIN shes | ocean ee oe ORs 
ue Web rolneite ge gs seule] “ai eres) osu tsyaesne 6 cence ah cl ee Glen Pure chee Sree ee Ss SS OTNG “Tv “MA Aho ar oe, Ges Sy Bich Moeec 6281 
peo Oe ee see Qe Ss ane . Ob Gamo oo a6 e.g cee Go Oem dees OA ay eG OSS OTHOEUMEG [HI oA Sooagdo pod oom oO £81 
AA Beh id oO ao De Oa yee Reo CeO OSD coo 5G oon ° . ah SIs ear ceuisias) £/91 


s JanUIeEs 


A oo Core tm Oro 
Poa CEC ve eres ace Chad foc) 
woe ere eens 


Se eetoN 1 Wl 


AJuIoOWY $3321S spnf “kyunod 


ee Oe ee ee 


“90 [ug21N 


UdssO( | aoe ONLI yosseg ‘IN “A 


Sep ors 081095 Sos oni cue) sivevivics hemelcez si Usinsir a: «an me SG eo oO Seth Ge Om Ri 9281 
sirsl liste) tom tonie se . Cera iceceetet tc JOHN AA We sIAY 6 0 8 Gotta Gf OOo Ge OmUEEG C91 


LN 
€ZQ1 
ASS 
meas 
o£g1 


33eq 


JAVINUM “WW SAV 


ydeso( | «°"° 
2 ape [. o2100") 


Py seUoy y, 


pees AMIR Aruo H 


YIZID WIND Jginseal TL yIa[Q AyunoD 


Se, 


148 HISTORY OF WOODFORD COUNTY. 


Date| Democrat | Whig { Republican | Prohibition | 
1844 [Polk cas.e 322] Clay .- 1590 Sans ence sige ee 
1848 'Cass .... 306| Taylor. 183) .2..-..-) 2 eel eee 
1852| Pierce .. 635 |Scott .. 330) (2. 22229202) 3) |e ee 
1356 |-Bavclianaiie7 |p ee re Premio. HOG oscoccnsovcee | 
TSO0) DOU aS el Otani Lincoln 01238) |--eeeaeeeeeee 
Teal) Mie ClellaninGSSiae.2 +5 aeen cae: Lincoln . 1270)... 2a | 
T8608 | SEyinOUts 2240) |-ee seen aa ‘Grant <.. 1862|.... eee 
UO 72) Gree ey 0s 75 2))| Sailers Grant ... 1945... | 
Te7O)) Vileletiee..: 2105 veer meres: Gea Hayes ... 1733)|:..00- =e 
Toso) Hancock 2304 lea ee eerie iGarfield .2007|Dow .. 7 | 
Tea ClevelamuleetOOue <2 ease: |Blaine .. 1803| St. John 112] 
Uke | Checellamdl 2RAIG |.o.ccscsaness Harrison.. 1812] Fisk .. 165 | 
{So2'| Cleveland 2590t-.... 252) Harrison.. 1738| Bidwell. 223| 
TATOO Reset egal hea. cence cs: McNinley 2447[| Levering 87 | 
TOOOMMTya < — 2AST a aia oe McKinley 2564] Woolley 178 | 
Toot Wanker <.-100S||...2 ai «cm Roosevelt 2371 | Swallow 237 | 
THOS ONVAlle) 2150\ln.ca ay. some [Taft ....2204| Chapin 203! 


ORIGINAL DAVIDSON CABIN. 


The above cabin was erected by Caleb Davidson on the 
farm northwest of Eureka, directly after coming to the 
county in 1831. It stood until recently when it fell from 
deeay and the roof alone remains. The man sitting in the 
eabin doorway is William A., the son of Caleb Davidson. 


CHAPTER XV. 


Industrial. 


MILLING. 


HE milling interests of Woodford county were at one 

time very extensive and every town of any size had one 
or more well equipped mills. Wheat was an important product 
and milling property was considered a good investment. In 
their prosperous days, the mills of the county represented 
an investment of $200,000. Several mills were each valued 
at $30,000 or more. Gradually the enltivation of wheat was 
abandoned. A number of successive failures in the yield 
discouraged men, who were accustomed to raising wheat, and 
other grains were raised in its stead. This led to the rnin of 
the milling business, as wheat could not be shipped in and 
made into flour in competition with the great mills. They 
were abandoned one by one until there are now very few 
remaining as a reminder of more prosperous days. 


The history of the first mills erected in the county is 
contained in the preceding chapters. They were an es- 
sential part of the carly settlements, as communication with 
the outside world was slow and difficult, and this condition 
forced the settler to depend on the home mill. The earliest 
variety was that operated by horse power, sometimes called 
a ‘‘eorn craeker.’’ One of these was found in almost every 
nieghborhood. In 1831 the mill on Panther creek was erect- 
ed by the Moores, and was the first water mill in the coun- 
ty. It was soon followed by Crocker’s mill at Spring Bay 
and Hoshor’s mill at the same place. In 1839 Richardson 

(149) 
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Brothers built another mill on Panther creek, near Bowling 
Green. These have long ago passed out of existence. The 
more modern mill represented a much larger investment 
than did these early ontfits. E}Paso was once an important 
milling point. The first was erected by Tl. and E, Ives. It 
was a two-story structure and was destroyed by fire in 1869. 
It was then rebuilt at a cost of more than thirty thousand 
dollars. In 1868. Geo. lL. Gibson erected his milling plant 
at a cost of $33,000. Each of these was soldi at a great 
secrifice and the machinery was moved to points where the 
business was on a more paving basis. 

Eureka also had two splendidly equipped plants. In 
1856. the Eureka Milling Company was organized, con- 
sisting of John Darst. John Major. George Callender, I. B. 
Myers and W.S. Bullock. A large flour mill was erected on 
the site now occupied by the canning factory. It was a large 
three-story structure, equipped with the best machinery. It 
titer passed into the hands of J. A. Davis and R. D. Smith, 
the latter finally selling his share to J. J. Mishler. It was 
destroved by fire in 18s8. entailing a loss of $30,000 on its 
owners. The second of these was erected by Van Dyke and 
Adams, and was located on the southeast corner of the Tot 
pow tise by T. J. MeGiire as a stock ward. dt .rassumeler 
the minagement of W. G. Van Dyke, one of the best millers 
in Central [Hinois. When roller process flour became the 
leading brand, the mill was furnisked with new machinery 
and operated on the new system. It was destroyed by fire 
in TSsz. 


In 1869. Col. Sidwell and James Carrol built a mill on 
the present site of the elevator owned by N. N. Iettinger, 
in Secor. This was later operated by L. Gassner. Jan. 30, 
1s79, shortly after 9:00 A. AL, the boiler of this mill explod- 
ed, causing the most terrible tragedy ever enacted in Secor. 
There were four men killed outright. while another was 
crippled for life. Two of the men were blown across the 
track, while the engineer was covered with debris in the 
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engine roonl. A piece of boiler fell on the school grounds, 
more than a block distant. and another piece fell thru the 
roof of a house across the railroad. Those killed were 
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Christian Mahlsteh, William Collins, Henry Brunce and 
Charles Wheeler, while Joseph Horn. was.crippled for life. 
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The mill was not destroyed at that time, but it long ago pass- 
ed out of existenee. 

The Panola mill also suffered from an explosion of its 
boilers, but it was by no means so serious in its results as 
it happened at the noon hour, when no one was there. The 
accident oceurred in 1861 and eaused great consternation 
among the people of that quiet village. They left the dinner 
table to rush to the scene of the disaster. The mill, whieh 
was owned by Patrick Hines and John Shepler was greatly 
damaged by the explosion. It long ago ceased to exist. 

Roanoke has one of the few mills now in operation in 
the county. It was erected in 1877, by Isaae Snyder, and is 
located near the Santa Fe traek, west of the inachine shops. 
It is now controlled by EK. K. Husseman. 

Benson has for many years possessed a mill that has 
drawn the attention of men far and wide. It is built on the 
pattern of the old style Duteh mill. It reeeived its power 
from four great wings whieh were propelled by the wind. 
These were each forty feet in length, and consisted of lattice 
work, on which canvas could be stretehed. When the wind 
was strong a small amount of eanvas was needed, but when 
the breeze was fainter, a corresponding inerease in the 
amount of canvas was required to produce the needed 
power. These wings were attached to a revolving eap, that 
could be turned at the will of the operator in the direetion 
from which the wind was blowing. The machinery was 
largely made from wood. One of the great wooden wheels 
which aids in transfering the motion of the wings to the 
machinery below measures twelve feet and seven inches in 
diameter. The wooden eog wheels are made with remark- 
able aeeuraey and skill. The mill was erected in 1872, by 
J. M. Sehmidt and brother, and was for many years operat- 
ed by power from the wings alone. In recent years, an 
engine has been installed and it is no longer run by the wind. 
It is said that there is but one such mill in Illinois aside 
from this. No visitor in Benson is satisfied until he has gone 
thru the now famous mill. It was owned for many years by 
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F. H. Thieclen, but it is now the property of J. H. Monk. 

The Minonk ainill is now the property of J. [. Kerrick. 
It was erected in 1867, by Spark and Norris, and in 1874, 
passed into the hands of its present owner. H is one of those 
that has continued to exist long after its neighbors have 
passed away. 

As early as 1836, 8. S. Parke had a mill near the present 
site of the village of Metamora, but it was not until 1868 
that M. Tool erected hig steam flouring mil] at a cost of 
$10,000. 

The same year that witnessed the erection of the Meta- 
mora mills saw the construction of a large milling plant at 
Washburn. August Younker came to that city in 1856, and 
in the above named year entered the milling business. He 
ultimately gave up the enterprise and the mill has gone into 
decay. 

Aside from the Crocker and Iloshor mills there was one 
erected at Spring Bay by Joe Ifilenbrand and improved by 
William Burt. It finally passed into the hands of Ernest 
Fredricks. 

The milling history is fraught with the record of heavy 
financial loss to many of its investors, yet it was the earliest 
and consequently one ot the most useful features of our m- 
‘dustrial life. 

GRAIN INTERESTS. 

Woodford county has always been an agricultural 
region. Its great wealth has been in its fertile, productive 
fields that have rarely failed to vield a rich harvest to the 
efforts of its tillers. The early dealers in grain stored it in 
warchouses erected for that purpose. It was many years 
hefore an elevator was erected. One of the most serious 
problems that faced the pioneer was a market for his grain. 
The markets of Chicago required ten days for a round trip. 
Peoria and Pekin were nearer, but even those cities were too 
far distant to be convenient market towns. Some time after 
the settlement of the county began, a market was opened in 
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Spring Bay. he first warehouse was erected there by ce 
A. Genoways and Samuel 8S. Burt, in 1844. Later Richard 
Dement built a warehouse, and Lewis and Jackson Williams 
followed his example and entered the grain and stock busi- 
ness. This firm also were pork packers, and were engaged 
in the sale of general merchandise at the time. The dealers 
would buy grain during the winter and store it in’ their 
warehouses. When the river traffie opened in the spring, 
shipment would be made. As if was the only river town, it 
enjoyed a large shipping trade. [t was located at a point 
that furnished casy means of transportation, and it was 
natural that erain should be brought for miles to the Spring 
Bay markets. On the completion of the Hlinois and Mich- 
ean canal, the facilities for shipment were greatly inereased, 
and for many vears the village was the great shipping point 
for the county. In the height of its prosperity there were 
four firms buying grain there at the same time. ‘he com- 
pletion of the railroads thru the county began to undermine 
the prosperity of the village. More convenient markets were 
opened and shipments were made by rail instead of by 
water. There is still, however, a great deal of grain bought 
in Spring Bay, and the business is a very satisfactory im- 
vestment. The elevator is owned by Smith, Hippen & Co., . 
of Pekin and is managed by Lows Warner. 


The Hlinois Central railroad brought the county in con- 
nection with the outside world by rail for the first time. 
New markets were established and these soon became the 
centers of commercial activity. In 1854 the first grain was 
purchased in Minonk, Charles Dobson, C. W. Goodrich and 
Samuel Work being the first dealers. There was no elevator 
erected until several vears after this, but the business grew 
so rapidly that in 1872 there were four dealers and it was 
estimated that those shipped 1,250,000 bushels of grain an- 
nually There are now four large elevators in Minonk, three 
of them located along the Central, and the fourth along the 
Santa Fe right of way. In 1905 B. M. Stoddard and J. A 
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Snmpson erected new elevators to take the plaee of the 
smaller ones they had previously used. The remaining 
dealers are U. B. Memimen and O. M. Davison. 


Kappa was an inportant grain market before many of 
the other towns were founded. It was no unusual occurrence 
for a hundred teams to be there with grain in a day. Prob- 
ably the first dealer was Fred Niergarth, who had a small 
warehouse there, but a numer of men bought grain at dif- 
ferent times. There was, however, no elevator there. The 
Illinois Central built a large store house, which was later 
turned into an elevator by William Casenwinkle. This was 
destroved by fire. In 1883 the first elevator was built by J. 
B. Drake and George Lallman. The latter entered other 
lines of business, but Mr. Drake retained possession until 
recent years. Three years ago the property was purchased 
by Suminers Bros.. who own it at this time. Ed. S. Sum- 
mers has charge of it. 

Panola has prospered in the grain business sinee its 
foundation. It originally drew from a wide expanse of ter- 
ritory in both Panola and Greene townships. As in the ease 
of Kappa, there were frequently scores of teams with grain 
in town in a day. Samuel Bally relates the following in- 
teresting experience which will throw some lght on the 
grain trade of Panola. At the time, he wag living in Greene 
township and the Panola dealers were offering a better 
price for grain than other towns were paying. He was 
hauling for a neighbor and his team beeame stalled near 
Patton’s bridge. It was necessary to double teams and be- 
fore they had gotten their wagons across the stream, there 
were twenty-four teams waiting. all bound for the Panola 
elevators. The grain business is now in the hands of F. S. 
Larison and the Rogers Grain Company. 


The first grain sold in ElPaso, was bought by William 
M. Jenkins and his brother, Isaae. They did not have an 
elevator until a number of vears after they had begun busi- 
ness. The first was built by George W. Fridley in 1860, at a 
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cost of $6,000. Graft and Webster also built one shortly 
afterward. This was destroyed by fire in 1863, and was soon 
rebuilt. In 1871, William Jenkins built an elevator with a 
capacity of 12.000 bushels of gram, and in 1874 MeClelan 
and Seery erected one, = In 1875 Webster and Graft suffered 
{he loss of their second building. The city now has three 
large elevators, cach of which does an extensive business. 
Miles L. Miller owns one of these while IF. S. Larison owns 
another. The third is owned by the ElPaso elevator eom- 
pany. During the last few years several companies have 
heen formed among the farmers for the wurehase of grain. 
They have erected three Jarge elevators at different points 
in the county, cave company at igi/Paso owning one of these. 
It was organized in 1903 with a capital stock of $16,000. 
The following are officers: President, Omer North; secretary, 
Charles Gull; treasurer, J.T. Cleary; directors, James Wil- 
key, Louis Kingdon, Al. J. Cleary, George Seheer Charles 
Armstrong and Joln Pleasants. IF. J. Noerner has been 
nraimager the past three years. 


For a munber of years after the railroad was built thru 
Enreka, there was no clevator in the town, altho there were 
several warehouses for the handling of grain. In 1863 J. ML. 
Marray erected the clevator on Callender street. [ft remain- 
ed in tris possession until he wished to retire from active 
business, in 1901, when it was purchased by T. J. MeGuire, 
who now owns it. In 1901 P. AL Felter erected a large ele- 
vator on College street, and has conducted it since that time. 


Roanoke has always been a good grain point. Situated 
in the heart of a rich praime region it has been prosperous 
as a result of the wealth of the surrounding country. Soon 
after the completion of the railroad in 1872, the first elevator 
was erected by Wilham and Peter Crow. but if soon passed 
into the hands of Samuel Hollenback and W. B. Rickey. 
This elevator was afterwards purchased by Bartlett Frazier 
& Co., who sold to N. R. Moore. The property is now owned 
by J. P. Garber. The second elevator was soon erected by 


INDUSTRIAL. 157 


G. K. Snyder. A third grain house was erected on the west 
side by John Wren, of Washington, in 1895, and it is still 
owned by Mr. Wren. The first grain elevator in Secor 
was built by Peter Crow. There are now three in town, one 
of which is not in operation at present. In 1908 N. N. Llet- 
tinger purchased the building erected by J. M. Murray in 
1901. This has a capacity of 100,000 bushels. The most 
recent enterprise is the Farmers’ Elevator Company. It is 
capitalized at $8,000 and pays 10 per cent dividends. The 
following ave officers: President, W. lf, Armstrong; vice- 
president, John Zeiger; secretary, CG. W. Frey; treasurer, 
L. R. Deiner; directors, C. M. Colburn, John Tiunsinger and 
Gottlieb Stoler. The present manager, Wim. Gremer, as- 
sumed control Jume 15, 1903. 


On the completion of the Santa Fe, Benson offered an 
inviting field for investment. In 1873, Samuel Peterson 
erected the first elevator in Benson, the building being the 
one owned by 8. L. Peterson. The following year a company, 
composed of J. B. Miller, A. I. Brubaker and F. D. Learn- 
ed, erected the elevator now owned by J. E. Eckhart. In 
1874 George Fritze & Co., built the third building for handl- 
ing grain, which was operated by W. A. Pickernell and T. 
EB. Coleman. This finally passed into the hands of James 
Shields. It has been replaced by a modern elevator that is 
still owned by Mr. Shields. 

Among the earliest grain dealers in Metamora was Peter 
Willard, who was a member of the firm of Seott and Munn 
in Spring Bay. This firm did an extensive shipping trade. 
[t was not until after the building of the yailroad thru the 
town that the first elevator was erected by Peter Schertz. 
here are now two elevators in the town, one owned by J. 
R. Wagner and the other by li. Wykle. 

The building of the Chicago and Alton road opened 
several good grain markets. The first elevator was built at 
Low Point in 1874 by Piper, Bayne & Co. H remained in the 
hands of a company for a number of years, but finally be- 


Im HISTORY OF WtmoDFORD COUNTY. 


came the preperty ef Banta Bros. & Co. The drm has a well 
equipped butting. 

In 1871. W.O. Hammers & Om. ereeted the arsi éelewmtor 
in Cazenovia. This wae destreved Oy tire amy wes rebmiit 
ty Peter sehertz. TWis ¢levarnor wee purehased in de> by 
Bae Woman Ebeee.. whee Soll cenarad He eration Due wets phere. 
In 1004. chey erersesl @ meddern beulvliog. 

Tiere & a new Pee (or bending erem at Woolford. 
ereetel mm ily Wy J- A. Siegpeeet thee preeent owner. It is 
melern. well eaynipped end be. on excensive trail. 

Wher the 1. E. fod W. cajlrewel wae tage Fhrh fhe 
comnty. ele varers were érecoel et horh Goewliteld and (Conger 
ville. The dest arin deeber ac Cearerrille wae J. F. Tulias. 
whe bewan ‘etsimess seer efter she establishmeens vi the town 
im 1385. Tie -lecapee & nore vero! by Leste Reel. The 
erhin (as ness omnes! in (eee tied wes established the sam= 
year ane & aew ewnerl ty Semen Naffizinger. 

There are iw eleyaners ac ‘rueer. the une eens by 
Remery. Vere & Oe. dod menace? te EF. J. Perrine. the 
other owned? Ws the Formers’ Eleeater Company ane minag- 
at®y B. 4. Rewiteen. The stieeer® are es folaews: Presv lent. 
Miartin Ve wees: seer-tary. ©. HL Raotmen: rrewearer. Jabn 
Derward: direerors, Jatin Dmeledline: W. E. Brad. Jems 
“wrmer. Jobo Bhowewshiee. Teewk Rieb. D. D. Wiseehulf. 
Cberis oeber sz. hire lene ene Jebo PiePoeer. 

In 1570 the Ors? elevator wes Wolk in Washburn. by 
SW. Met\lbek. Tie eriin liane of pias Clty GF new 1 
a+ heuels of Merete? wool Riagedirms. 

BANKING. 

Thy fenking ‘nrerests o¢ Weekbierd cauntr have kept 
peere with she crewinet werelth wi its peerie. Par mony veers 
chere was ner @ ®enme in th} ewenty. aol the firs Sepe taken 
~iwar"l the estayl suwent of “ach ineisitionms were male by 
men cenneete] with seme erker line of bowiness aml whe 
tok heankine wp ae @ stele ieee. Dorma che pess ivray years 
there hae een ereet im-reeee in the ooeinr Gnvesrel im the 
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banks of the county. and @ correspemling!y €rest Umerease 

in the contidenee of the peuple Le ter saint. Ojety sweet 

have the depoesiturs in Wouerlt rl +syertty ks ween balled 
= +f 


upon ty suifer frum the na (ity of “Bese apne Ue every 
ty pay their checks when presenter. 


ElPae» has extensive anki piers. in 126 the 
Bank of ElPase was urganized by Jenn G-. Feeguser ape E. 
T. Disomery. Leter ihe Srot nome wee eWorenal to falerr. 
Fergusun & Cy.. and in Lt apether tung: wa: Male. the 


jirm being knuwn frem that t.me as seer. Treempkies & Te 


In is72 this company cretted the magnicvent Eagle 
Block at a cost of SHU. This wa iestresai by ime in 
July. 1:94. Im iss5. the Denk tailed. laweewiracely after 
the failure Steps were taken Bur toe sreamzacae et Up: Puree 
National Bank of ElPasy. July Wth, ti. “herker wae tseterl 
and the baek opened fer Pusmeas web <2- ilies Rs 9m 
eers. Presiiem:, 4. 3. MeKimeey. wite-prés jemt. J. & 


Ndaras- cashier, =. T. Rowers. Gewakerper. fares (ockel 


Py 


F. B. Stitt won assumed charg: wt the Geek: and bas re- 
mained with the institute simee that time. Tae imsinuten 


is capitalized at Sou.uuy, and bas a -arp-as wee SA) ANE. 


The followimg aré o@iters. Preswiems. 1. >. Me: Nimney : 
vice-president. Rubert Hitch: -ashier. F. B. Stitt: assistant 
taghier. L. K. Evans; directers. 4. H. Waise. J. (riimure, and 
M. A. Adams. The Woodierd Coumey Navwaoat Bane open 
ed for busines: September 3rd. luv. with a vipetad Steck vt 
250.0U0, and it now has addei a sarples ond Umeline tere! 
prow of 215.00). The tetlewing are eGieers: Presotent. J. 
F. Shepard: vite-prestient. J? te. Baker: Casiter. J. F. 
Sturgeon: directors, Geurge Seeumat Pever Tiemetz. Irvin 
Beale and F. 3. Larison. 


The early banking interestsc Eureka were in rhe bapets 
of J. A. Davis. In 2868. be opemel a beak a: ch Eure®a 
MiNS woder the frm name ut J. \. Devi: &@ Or Laser Mr. 
Davis assumed complete euntrel and seen upet eid a place 
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business in the building now occupied by the Woodford 
County Republican. Ife amassed a large fortune and on his 
death left a large amount to different benevolent institu- 
tions. On the death of Mr. Davis m 1892, the hank was 
closed. 

In 1882, John Darst organized the Farmers’ Bank and 
the institution has been controlled wholly or in part by mem- 
bers of the Darst family simee that time. At present this in- 
stitution is managed by J. P. Darst and J. A. McGuire. 

The State Bank of Mureka was organized under the di- 
reetion of John Freeman, in 1895. Later Mr. Freeman 
moved to Mason City and Lyon Karr assumed control of the 
affairs of the institution. It is capitalized at $50,000, and is 
managed by the following directors: Lyon Karr, Ed. C. 
Kngel, W. M. Meek, C. J. Gibson and Jacob Rich. 

In 1869, the Minonk Bank was founded by Geo. T. 
Baker, who was later succeeded by Jenkins, Dunn & Co. 
In 1873, the Danforth Bank opened, and bought out Jen- 
kins, Dunn & Co., in 1895. The imstitution is operated hy C. 
R. Danforth & Co, and has been very suecessful. It is cap- 
italized at $50,000. 

Another bank was opened there about 1903, thru the in- 
strumentahty of L. A. Buchner and others, but it continued 
in business but a few months. 


In 1909, an institution was organized known as the Mi- 
nonk National Bank, with a capital stock of $50,000, and 
opened for business in January,following. John F. Shepard 
is cashier of the new institution. The circulation at present 
is $12,500. 

Altho Benson is one of the smaller towns of the county 
its banks are very important institutions. The deposits at 
the present time are about $400,000. 

The Benson Bank was opened in 1880, by B. F. Zinser, 
who operated it for a number of years. In 1900, the name 
was changed to the First State Bank of Benson. It has a 
capital stock of $25,000 and a surplus of $20,000. The of- 
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ficers are as follows: President, S. L. Peterson; viee-presi- 
dent, Joseph Pickard; cashier, F. N. Tallyn; assistant cash- 
tenen Cc. Pucker. 

A seeond bank was organized in 1904, by A. HT. Bru- 
baker & Co., known as the Farmers’ Bank. It is eapitalized 
at $25,000, and has been liberally patronized sinee its organ- 
ization. It is conducted by the following officers: President, 
A. H. Brubaker; eashier, M. C. Brubaker; assistant cashier, 
Rh. C. #icken. 

The banking interests have grown to be quite exten- 
sive in Washburn. In 1869, Frank N. Ireland organized a 
bank, that has been in operation since that time. Mr. Ire- 
land eame to Woodford eounty in 1855 and has been one of 
the leading men of the county since that time. 

In June, 1908, the People’s Bank of Washburn was 
organized with the following officers: President, Wm. G. 
West; vice-president, J. F. Shepard; eashier, L. I’. Shepard. 
It is capitalized at $50,000. 

The banking interests of Metamora have been of more 
recent development than other features of its history. In the 
days prior to the organization of the Schertz institution, 
Isaae Wykoff founded a bank in conneetion with his drug 
business. In 1873, the Metamora Bank was established by 
James F. Karl, and in a couple of years it passed into the 
hands of John W. and Adino Page. In 1885, Peter and 
David Sehertz assumed charge of it, and continued in eon- 
trol for a number of years. In September, 1902, Heiple and 
Kingsbury purchased the bank and: continued to eontrol it 
from that time, until December 15th. 1908, when it was 
purchased by Snyder Brothers. 


The first banking interests in Secor were in the hands of 
Henry Dierking. January 1st, 1902, the First National 
Bank of Seeor was organized. The following are the offi- 
cers: President, F. B. Stitt; vice-president, C. W. Frey ; 
eashier, EK. J. [larseim; directors, J. Gilmore, Robert Tliteh, 
John VanSeyoe and George Burster. It is stpitalized 
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$25,000, and has $4,500 surplus. 

The banking mterests of Roanoke have grown to be of 
great importance. The early banking was in the hands of 
Iferbst, Altofer and Sauder, but in 1895 the Farmers’ Bank 
was organized. It has prospered and is now controled by 
the following officers; President, Tl. D. Tlarms; cashier, L. 
W. Tlarms: assistant cashier, Hl. D. Tolenback. 


Low Point has a bank conducted by Banta Bros. & Co., 
and vonnected with their other extensive business interests. 
It belongs to the Bankers Association. Bachman Bros., at 


Cazenovia siIso do some banking biusimess. 
GB 


These fifteen institutions. thirteen of which have sepa- 
rate banking establishments, represent the banking interests 
of Woodford county. They represent an investment of 
more than half a million in capital stock, while an addi- 
tional one hundred thousand is represented in the surphis 
and undivided profits of the institutions. It is estimated 
from the report of the Bankers’ Directory of 1908, that the 
deposits at the present time approach two million dollars. 

TILE PRESS. 

No single influence has been more potent in developing 
the county than has the press. It has invariably stood for 
progressive movements, and, with a few exceptions, a high 
moral standard has been maintained. There are now nine 
weekly papers published in the county. The first was es- 
tablished at Metamora in 1854, altho the earlier issues were 
not printed there. The greater number of these are non- 
partisan, but the center of the political arena is the county 
seat, where each of the leading political parties has an ex- 
ponent of its doctrines, the demoeratic party being repre- 
sented by The Democrat-Journal, while the republiean ideas 
are championed by the Woodford County Republiean. 


In 1854. the Woodford County Times was established. 
It was pubhshed in Peoria by Phattonberg and Mann and 
was brought to Metamora for distribution. As the wagon 
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fastened to a pole and carried as a flag. The paper was later 
published by Calvin McKenzie and Mark Aiken. The first 
press was of the army style, which consisted of a flat bed 
and a small cylinder. that, when revolved, drew the bed and 
type beneath it, making an impression. No roller was used 
and the ink was merely daubed on the type. The paper, 
which became known as the Woodford Sentinel, changed 
hands several times, passing into the possession of W. B. 
Whiffen in 1860, and was published by him until 1866. In 
that year Power & Ilarl assumed control of it. Later Mr. 
Power sold out and Mr. Harl continued its publication. In 
1889, A. L. Hereford began the publication of the Herald It 
was continued for a short time and John Knoblauch purchas- 
ed both papers and united them. It was later published by 
Miss Ilenrietta Knoblauch and her sister. November 10, 
1904, W. Ryan purchased the plant and paper. Ile has in- 
troduced a number of new features, among them, oecasional 
historical sketches, that have been both interestmg and 
valuable. 

Washburn has for a number of years had a paper that 
has done much for the town, as will be seen by the follow- 
ing. It has been at various time the property of a number 
of different owners. 


S. CG. Bruce began the publieation of the Washburn 
News in 1877, but it was not contmued long. In 1879,the 
Washburn Revelie was issued by the Sparland Chroniele, 
and at a later date the Woodford County Sentinel published 
a Washburn edition. In 1882 the Washburn Times was 
published by Matthiessen and Snow, and in 1890 the Wash- 
burn Leader was established, wnder the management of 
Win. Rowley, later Rowley and Crane. J. 11. Schultze and 
George Weinteer in turn owned the paper, and in 1905, it 
passed into the hands of its present owner, R. K. Patterson. 


Eureka has had several newspapers, and various editors 
have from time to time sought to mold the opinions of the 
people. December 10th, 1867, John W. Karr issued the first 
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copy of the Woodford Journal. After several changes in 
ownership this paper passed into the hands of R. N. Rad- 
ford and was operated by Mr. Radford and the firm of Rad- 
ford and Davidson for many years. It is still in the hands 
of the Radford family, being owned by Dr. B. J. Radford 
and published by B. J. Radford, Jr. The name was changed 
to the Eureka Journal and continued as such until the con- 
solidation of that paper with the Woodford County Demo- 
erat, a paper founded by J. D. Clark, and that later passed 
into the hands of J. A. Schaffer. It was then changed to the 
Democrat-Journal. In 1896, M. T. Tver started the Wood- 
ford County Republican. This paper ultimately passed into 
the hands of P. EK. Low who still publishes it. Another 
paper that had a brief, tho prosperous career in the city, 
was the Eureka Progress, published by J. P. Slyter. It was 
founded by F. M. Bolt, about 1888, and was owned at one 
time by Kennith Coleson. The plant was finally removed to 
Deer Creek, where it is still published. 


The publications of Minonk have undergone numerous 
changes. In the early seventies there were two papers. The 
Minonk Journal, published by G. I. Jenkins, and The Mi- 
nonk Index, published by M. A. Cushing. Neither of these 
papers were continued long. In 1874, Irving Carrier began 
the publication of the Minonk Blade. At a later date J. M. 
Fort assumed control of the paper. The name of the publi- 
cation was changed to The Minonk Register after Mr. Fort 
disposed of it, and was again changed by Mr. C. R. Denson, 
the present proprictor, to the Minonk Dispatch. In 1877 a 
second paper was established by S. C. Bruce who came there 
from Washburn. The new publication was known as the Mi- 
ponk News and has been published under that name since 
its establishment, altho it has been owned by various parties. 
It is now owned and published by George Werkheiser. 


The Benson Bee is a weekly publieation edited by H. D. 
Lewis. In 1895, B. W. Kinsey began the publication of the 
Benson Post. Ina short time he sold his interest to D. Davis, 
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who later transferred the paper to Minonk. Im 1899, HH. D. 
Lewis came to Benson from Bureka and began the publica- 
tion of the Bee, which he has continued to this time. 


The first newspaper published in ElPaso was The Ga- 
zette, a little 10x14 four page publication, founded by Rob- 
ert Couch. The present owner of the Journal, Mr. George 
W. Curtiss has a copy of the first issue of that paper. Its 
publication was begun Febuary Ist, 1863. In April, 1865, 
the ElPaso Journal was lannched. The question as to who 
established it is im dispute. The anniversary edition of the 
Jounal, published February 6th, 1909, names John 8. Llarp- 
er as ity founder. The History of 78 nameg John 5. 
Harper and D. B. Fisk as its founders. Be that as it may the 
issue of November 8, 1865, bears the name We We WWolte. 
The first few years of its existence recorded a munber of 
changes in ownership. It passed thru many expericnees, un- 
{il in 1889, it came under the control of G. R. Curtiss and R. 
of the leading papers in Central Illinois. Mr. Curtiss has 
of the leading papers in Central Illinois Me. Curtiss bas 
recently eelebrated the twentieth anniversary of his vontzol 
of the paper. It has been operated under the same wun 
longer than any other paper inthe county. Tucre have been 
various other publications, but they have been of short dura- 
tion. Among these was the Woodford County Republican 
that was first published there, but was later removed to Mu- 
reka by M. 'T. Lyer. Another was the Patriot published in 
the °60’s by D. B. Fiske. The last publication was the El 
Paso Press published by Beard of Chenoa. 


The Roanoke Call began the nineteenth year of its pub- 
lication in July, of the present year. It was established by 
P. B. Hobbs, who still vetains possession of it and it has eu- 
joyed a healthy growth. Priar to the founding of the Call 
there had been a paper there known as the Roanoke Bra. It 
was established at the time of the county seat contest m 
1883, and when the election failed to remove the county seat 
its publication was abandoned. 
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MINING. 


Woodford county also belongs to that part of Hlinois 
that is underlain by rich deposits of coal, at varymg depths, 
in veins of sufficient thickness to make mining a paying in- 
vestment. The first mine sunk was at Minonk, in 1869. It 
was inaugurated by a stock company. The first board of di- 
vectors consisted of Frank Burt, H. R. Kipp, M. L. Newell, J. 
D. Webber, Il. GC. Dent, Chas. Whittaker and Samuel Ewers. 
The mine was first sunk 329 feet, at which depth it was found 
that it could not be operated on a paying basis. The ecom- 
pany was reorganized and the shaft was sunk to the depth of 
about 550 feet. It finally turned its interest over to Minor 
T. Ames, of Chicago, who operated it under the name of the 
Minonk and Chicago Coal and Coke Company, with great 
success for many years. Later a second shaft was sunk. The 
property is now in the possession of Mrs. Ames, but it is 
operated under a lease. For seve ‘al years before passing 
into the possession of its present owners it was in litigation. 


The second shaft in the county was sunk at Roanoke in 
1881. A company was organized to sink it, in which Isaac 
Snyder, Peter Kennell, and Peter Belsley were the chief im- 
vestors. A shaft was sunk in the east part of town to the 
depth of 480 feet. A vein of fine quality was reached at this 
depth. Two other veins had been reaehed before but these 
did not give promise of such rich returns, and were passed. 
The mine produces about 500 tons of coal per day and em- 
ploys about three hundred men. In 1899 the property was 
sold to the Roanoke Coal Mining Company, and it is now 
owned and operated by Duggan Bros., under the above name. 

A number of unsuceessful attempts have been made to 


sink mines at different points. Among these was the Pan- 
ola mine, which was started forty years ago. The workmen 
reached a depth of seventy-five feet, but were unable to go 
on, altho the prospectings had shown coal in paying quan- 
tities. 
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An attempt was made a number of years ago to sink 
a coal shaft at Kureka. The company was organized in 1881, 
and several thousand dollars were raised for the work. 
Prospectors found a vein of coal at a depth of 205 feet. At 
the depth of 281 feet a thicker vein, and the best vein at the 
depth of 380 feet. The shaft was sunk to the depth of about 
100 feet, when it became impossible to continue the work, 
and the shaft was abandoned. 


An attempt was made a number of years ago to sink a 
shaft at Metamora. It was sunk to the depth of 130 feet and 
abandoned. At a little over fifty feet a seam of coal was 
found a foot thick and at a somewhat greater depth another 
thin vein, and finally a vein of three and half feet in thick- 
ness was struck, but only a small part of this was market- 
able. 


One of the most extensive canning factories m Hlinois 
is located at Kureka and is owned by Dickinson and Company 
In 1895, a stock company was organized and capitalized at 
$10,000, for the purpose of erecting a canning factory. 
A plant was put up east of town, and if was operated one 
year. The company lost heavily on the first season's pack, 
and the faetory was idle until 1898, when R. B. Dickinson & 
Son purchased it and operated it with great success. The 
year following, the firm of Dickinson and Company erected 
their large plant where it now stands. Since the building of 
the original plant, thousands of dollars have been expended 
in improvements. The company cans peas, corn and pimp- 
kins, and the season’s pack execeds three and half milhon 
eans. They raise a large part of their own produets, but 
a portion of the corn is raised by farmers under contract. 
They employ 300 people during the busy season, and have 
15 men employed by the year. Their stock is sold all over 
the United States, mueh of it being shipped to neighboring 
states. Cahfornia receives a number of cars of their goods 
every year. In the fall of 1909 the company entered into an 
arrangement for a factory at Washington, similar to the 
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ortginal plaut. and it wall be ready Vor the me@st season’s 

pack. OF the members of the firm, RN. J. Dickinson has 

charge of raising the products, while kK. B. Dickinson has 

charge of the office work and the Taetory. The plant repre- 

sents an investinent of many thousands of dollars. 
MINONK PRODUCE COMM ANY. 

Another taportant enterprise m the county is located at, 
Minonk and is known as the Minonk Prodnee Company. In 
the spring of 1884 W. BF. Prebe and EF. J. Sinater began 
business, buying and shipping poultry and eggs. They origi- 
vated the idea of shipping poultry mn the summer time, and 
shipped the very first harrel of jee packed poultry ever sent 
out. The busimess of shipping has inereased until ice paek- 
ed poultry is going into the eastern niirket im lots of 20 to 
25 carloads per day, the clef points being Boston, New 
York. Buffalo. Baltimore. Philadelphia and other large 
cities. In 1897 the firm began to branch out and its growth 
has continued until they slip a millon pounds of poultry a 
month, and handle 240,000 eases of eggs a year. They also 
handle a milion pounds of butter aymnually. The braneh 
houses are located in different points of Illinois, Iowa and 
Missouri. The business in Minonk is managed by F. J. 
Snnater, and represents a large nivestment. 


CHAPTER XVI. 


Towns of the County. 


OODFORD county has no large center of population 

but it has a number of prosperous villages and small 
cities. These have been the centers in the historie drama 
that has been enacted sinee 1836, which date marks the 
founding of the first town. They have not, however, been 
universally prosperous; some have even passed out of eXI1S- 
tence. : 

Towns as well as nations rise and fall. Changing con- 
ditions take from them their promise of growth; they reach 
their zenith of greatness and decay. History reeords the 
names of many eities that once gave promise of greatness, 
but are now known only as its pages record them. Even in 
the brief period covered by the annals of Woodford county, 
towns have been founded, prospered for a time, deeayed 
and have become a matter of history. 

The present division will reeord in its due course the 
rise and fall of at least three of these erstwhile promising 
towns. 

The year of 1836 was important in the history of the 
development of the county. In that year the first postoffice 
was established at Black Partridge. It also witnessed the 
platting of four towns, Bowling Green, March 7th, 1836; 
Spring Bay, April 2nd, 1836; Versailles, June Bry 00. 
Metamora, June 7th, 1836. 

Bowling Green. 


Bowling Green, in the southwestern part of Palestine 
(173) 
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township. was laid out March 7th. 1836. by Elbert Dickason, 
surveyor, for Francis M. Willis. The name has been cor- 
rupted in common practice from Belling Green to its present 
form. Bowling Green. October 21, 1837. an addition was 
wade to the town by Aaron Richardson. The name of Ver- 
szilles is connected in the mindy of pioneers.with county seat 
hopes and disappointments while that of Bowling Green is 
coupled with the idea of business push and enterprise. 

Among the first settlers in Panther Grove were Charles. 
Josiah and Campbell Moore. who came in 1830. They set 
about constructing a mill. and soon had it ready for busi- 
ness This was before the establishment of the town. and 
was the first water mill of which we have any record. In 
1831 James and Aaron Richardson came to the vicinity and 
soon became the leading figures in the growth of the town. 
They came from New Albany. Indiana. and as was usually 
the ease had little capital to start with. James M. Richard- 
son had a horse. a one horse wagon. and thirty-seven cents 
in money when he came to Woodford county yet within a 
few years he was one of the leading business men. not only 
in Bowling Green. but in the whole county. 

In 1837 James M. and Aaron Richardson opened the 
first store. and for a number of vears did an extensive busi- 
ness. This was the first store in the eastern part of the 
eonnty. As in the case of Versailles. Bowling Green at that 
time belonged to MeLean county. and any official business 
had to be transacted at the County seat in Bloomington. A 
little later James Robeson opened a store there and enjoyed 
quite a trade. The mill erected by the Moores was sold to 
Francis Willis. and about 1839 James and Aaron Richardson 
erected a second mill. one-half mile southeast of town. It 
was built on an extensive plan for those days and was known 
far and wide as the Bowling Green mill. A dam was con- 
structed across the stream. and ample power was furnished 
for its operation. Many of the older settlers remember tak- 
ing wheat or corn to this mill for grinding. A fixed toll was 
charged for such service and it was frequently paid in grain, 


TOWNS OF CIE COUNTY. 175 
as money in those days was a scarce article. The volume of 
business transacted here was surprisingly large. Bowling 
Green was the only town except Versailles in the east side of 
the county. and the trade was drawn for many miles. Col. 
Bb. D. Meek is anthority for the statement that the annual 
business of Bowling Green was at one time equal to that of 
Eureka at the present day. 

It was cn the stage 
line between Peoria 
and Bloomington. and 
was the first stop east 
of Versailles. A post- 
ofiice was established 
at an early date aiui 
was located im the 
store of Richardson 
Brothers. On the 
organization of the 
county in Is4l. Jo- 
seph Moore. from th: 
vicinity of Bawling 
Green was chosen as 
one of the three 
county cammissioners. 
That office at the time 
was one of great im 
J. M. RICHARDSON. portanee as practical- 
ly all the affairs of the county were in the hands of the com- 


missioners. In the division of the county into voting pre- 
cinets, one was designated Bowling Green precinet.. In 1844 
James Richardson was chosen county commissioner and held 
that responsible position six vears. He was the father of 
W.R. Richardson, who resided in or near Secor Tor so many 
years. Aaron Richardson was the father of Dr. Frank 
Richardson. the noted Christian minister of Kansas City. Mo. 

The establishment of towns. more favorably located 
than Bowling Green. led to its decay and the final abandon- 
ment of the place, yet it played an important part in the 
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business and political life of the county at an early day, and 
its eltizens are worthy an impertant place in the annals of 
Woodtor) eeunty. 

Spring Bay. 

Within a few days of the establishment of Bowling 
(ireen. anether town was laid out on the river in the western 
partof the ceaory. The newly founded village was located 
so as to enjey the river trafic. It was in what was at that 
time known as Tezewell county. andl it was quite natural 
that the town Should first be known as Tazewell. Later the 
name was chanel to Spring Bay, because of the number of 
springs feund in that region. The town was platted for 
James Day and Henry Matson. the plat bearing the date of 
April 2nd. Iste. The first store was comiucted by a man 
named Roe. To Ist Tra Y. Munn came to the village and 
opened a store which was conducted for several years under 
the firm name of Scott & Munn. In 1344 a pustofiice was es- 
tablished at Spring Bay with C. S. Shults as the frst post- 
master. Mail was then brought a¢ross the river frum Peoria. 
Later matl was carried from Kappa. a number of towns be- 
Ing visited on the trip. In 1550 the first hotel was opened 
by Davitt Coveh. aml in 1>02, Joseph Hilenbrand built a saw 
mill that was later changed to a grist mill by William Burt. 


One of the most extensive enterprises was the brewery 
owned by Peter Erehhoru, This was yuité an extensive plane 
for that time and eraplovel a number of men. The invest- 
ment in the enterprise has heen estimated at £25.000. 

In 1549 a contract was entered inty by the county with 
Cl. A. Genoways for the construction of a levee. This wag 
later changed thru an agreement with Mr. Munn. so as to 
greatly enlarge the original plan of the work. It was ul- 
dmately eompleted at the cost of about 4.000, the work be- 
ing dene by William Delph. 

In 1849 the tuwn of Spring Bay was incorporated. be- 
ing the seeond town in the county te take this step. It has 
always maintained its organization. The officers at. the 
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present time are: President. Jukn B. Ahrens: trustess. John 
Winkler. Jr.. Rudolph Gianger. Orion Smith: clerk. Joseph 
lledge : treasurer. Ernest Fredrick. 


Perhaps the name that is mere widely Emuwn than any- 


Wat wt Zeller. Dr 
J. G. Zeller came ty Voitend @eanty m iebi.  fle prar- 


et 


other of the residents "f spring Dar i- 
2 . 


ticed meilicine Tor many year in the Wearerm part wi the 


iL 


county. A sen. Dr. (rewrge Z-ller. es wom a mel i wile 
reputation as superigtentient wl gle Wremeral Laepifal tor th- 
insane at Bartonville. Lis theery Las been that -harkles 
and bars are unneeeSSary m the tare oT The Imsame. Ele bas 
a collection of humirels sf these that have been thrawn 
aside by patients under bis care. Anvrier sm. Julius ©. 
Zeller. has recently been elected weesitenr ef tae University 
of Puget Sound. 

Captain Zeller. whese fleath oreurreal a Tew years agp. 
was deeply Interesteli in the cullectiom of Iniian relies. and 
ai the time wi his déat® bali a fine colieerpyem. thar hal been 
gatherel] by patient eifert.. -xteniling thr a aumber of 
years. 


Among the fameus towns oi tll firmer days was Ver- 
sailles. mentioned prominently in pireee ting chapters. June 
3rd. 1836. the village was plattel tor M. R. Bullock and 
John P. Béaty. on the =. E. 4. sectiun SY. ami S. W. Ue. 
Séction 21, Township 2), Ramee 1 West uf tae Third Prinet- 
pal Meridian. The plat was Sled fur reeurd in the effiee of 


time a part of that eouner. The Boundary streets Were 
named North. South. East and West. while the intermediate 
Streets were named Petria. Chestnut. Bhetmington. Site. 
Walnut and Locust. 

In 1838. Durritt and Callaway wpened the frsi store. 
This was followed By other stures until in I-41 quite a pres- 
perous community had been estafiisked. The vwwn was 


pregressive and its people were energeve. The movement 
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for the creation of a new county originated with the lead- 
ing citizens of that vicinity. They saw in the plan an op- 
portunity to make Versailles the seat of justice and a city of 
consequent importance. The news that a new county had 
been created, with Versailles named as its county seat for 
two years, caused great rejoicing in the town. From 1841 
until 1843 the town was at the height of its prosperity. <A 
stage line ran thru the village from Bloomington to Peoria. 
This brought attorneys and other visitors to the sessions 
of the court. A postoffice was established and the first post- 
master was named King. Ile was sueceeded by Ben Kelley. 
In 1843 the commissioners voted to locate the eounty seat 
at Hanover, and the hopes of the people of Versailles were 
blasted. The town never recovered from the effeets of this 
disappointment. After the news of the deeision of the eom- 
Missioners was received, the people began'to leave town and 
it soon lost its prestige. There were, however, evidences of 
its greatness for many years after the removal of the county 
seat. South of Versailles a saw imill was erected by John, 
Marion and Thomas Moore. It was later sold to Blaksley 
and Co., who owned a foundry at Metamora. The last store 
was owned by Ben Kelly, who was in business there for 
many vears. This store, with a blacksmith shop, sehool and 
church, remained as relies of blasted hopes. 


There were two churches at Versailles, the first estab- 
lished being the Church of Christ, the seeond the Methodist. 
The former was organized by James Robeson, W. C. Poynter 
and Amos Watkins, and for some time the school house was 
used as a place of a¥orship. later they erecied agmear 
church, which served as a place of worship for many years. 
When the members of the congregation had become scattered 
and it was no longer possible to have services, the building 
was given to the Palestine church, and it was moved into 
that township. The M. E. church was ereeted at a mueh 
later date, Garland and David Moore taking a prominent 
part in its organization. A building was erected and services 
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were held for a number of years, but the congregation 
finally became scattered, and the church was moved mto 
Palestine township near Panther Creek. 

There are now but few evidences that the town of Ver- 
sailles ever existed. All the bmildings and stores have long 
since been removed or destroyed. Few remaim who remem- 
ber Versailles in its prosperous days, and these are aged men 
and women. The town site, however, remains platted as im 
early days, altho it is now farm property. This canses some 
annoyance min making out deeds or in clearing of titles, as 
the lands have been owned by so many different parties. 

Metamora. 

Metamora has for many years played a prominent part 
i the civic life of the county. Her citizens have held promi- 
nent positions and it has been the center of numerous county 
movements. In 1836 the town of Hanover was surveyed. 
The name of the postoffice was Partridge Poit, as there was 
another Hanover in the state. About 1845 the name of both 
the village and postoffice were changed to Metamora, the 
naine being suggested by Mrs. Peter Willard. 

The first house in the newly established town was built 
by John W. Page, and in a short time stores were opened. 
The first of these was by Wilson Tucker and the seeond was 
opened im a short time by Israel & Weeks. Later a store 
was opened that superseded both of the above and was on a 
much more substantial basis than those previously establish- 
ed. Both Mr. Parks and Mr. Willard, who had control of 
a store opened there m 1843, were, practical business men 
and enjoyed an extensive trade. The latter bought grain 
and was a member of the firm of Scott & Munn of Spring 
bay. 

One of the first Industries to be opened in that region, 
aside from the usual saw mill, was a foundry, established 
in 1851, by L. C. Blakesley & Co.. but it was not operated 
many vears, as it was not a paving investment. 

In 1843 the seat of justice was removed from Versail- 
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les to Hanover, and in 1845, the conrt house was ereeted. 
The removal of the county seat gave a new impetus to the 
growth of the town. 

In 18453 the Metamora 
Tlouse was erected, and 


stil! stands, altho if) lias 


been altered in appear: 


Haves 1 t 
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ance ereathy sree that 


sae OMe, fine. In 1851 the jail was 


' ane Wy 


ereeted aad served as oa 


place for the retention of 
commty prisoners for more 

METAMORA HOUSE. than forty veairs 

The church history of Metamora has been fraught with 
many changes and much mterest. In 1547 the Hpiscopahans 
erected the first church. The next was crected shortly after- 
ward by the Congyregationalists. In 1849 the Christian 
church was built. 

The year following the Baptist society was organized 
and im 1854 their church was erected. The Methodist 
structure was binlt in 1855.) These organizations have for 
several years been quite weak and union services have been 
held. A pastor is employed, regardless of his denomina- 
tion. 

The Catholhie church was organized in’ 1863, by Rev. 
Father Derters, of the diocese of Chicago. In the beginning 
services were held in the court house. In 1864 the corner 
stone of their church was laid. The first structure was 
built of brick 50x30 feet. From 1864 to 1866 Redemptorist 
Fathers from Chicago visited the ehurch once a month. In 
the latter year the congregation was given in charge of 
secular priests who attended it until 1877. On July 4th, of 
that year the Capuchin Fathers of Cumberland, Indiana, 
assumed charge of the congregation and Rev. Father An- 
thony was the first pastor, Washburn and Washington being 
mission points. In 1877 the building of a larger church was 
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begun. It was completed in May, 1878, the convent and 
chureh improvements costing $10,600. The pipe organ cost 
£1,100. In 1885 the spire was completed at the cost of $1,895, 
and a fme chime of bells was installed. In 1878 Father 
Francis Xavier came to the church and remained until 1881, 
when Father Joseph Cal assumed charge of it. Father 
Joseph Anthony eame in 1884. and remained until 1888, 
when Father Joseph Cal returned. In 1894 the Franeisean 
Fathers of Cincinnati, accepted the place and Father Ed- 
mund Klein was sent there. Ife was sueceeded by Father 
Leopold) Osterman, who was in turn followed by Father 
Kugene Butterman. In 1900 Father Eugene was sneceeded 
by Father Otto Zeigler, the pastor at present. The chureh 
property is valued at more than $25,000. 


St. Mary’s Orphanage is the greatest institution of its 
kind in this part of the state. It was established in 1880 as 
near as can be ascertained. The Sisters of St. Francis, of 
St. Francis Hospital, Peoria, first had the work. Later the 
Sisters of St. Francis of St. Joseph’s Ifome for the Aged, 
of Peoria, assumed control an} have had charge for twenty 
sears, The Bishop of the diocese has oversight of the institu- 
tion. 
eee eines Pcyverer ir ior by seven sisters, at the 


The Tome bal tut fonitesn inmates in 1880, now it 
heal of whom is Sister Teresa, sister superior. A magnifi- 
cent atition hag reeently been completed at the vost of $20- 
000, an«< tke home is now splendidly equipped. They have 
their own water, gas and steam plants. The home has a 
well arranged school room in connection with it. St. Mary’s 
school is the parochial institution of the church. They have a 
separate, well-equipped building and a large enrollment of 
pupils. 


The first school house in Metamora was built about the 
time of the erection of the court house. It served the purpose 
until 1850, when a new brick structnre was ereeted. Prior 
to the time of the building of these, instruction was given 
in private houses, and for a number of years this was all the 
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sehooling received by the children of the pioneers. The 
building of 1850 was destroyed by fire, and in 1873, a new 
brick edifice was erected that has served as a school house 
sinee that time. Recently the district has been enlarged to 
take m two outlying districts. 

In January, 1859, it was incorporated, and the follow- 
ing officers were chosen: President, Samuel J. Cross; elerk, 
Edgar Babcock; trustees, James Whitmire, William Lamson, 
F. F. Briggs, and H. lL. 5S. Ilaskell; justice of the peace, 
Elijah Plank. In 1875 it was organized under the general 
law as a village. The following officers were then elected: 
A. IIL. Kinnear, N. Portman, Garmon Gish, J. B. Knoblauch, 
I. F. Jlirseh, and A. E. Nesmith, trustees. 

No town in the county has ever been conneeted with so 
many men of state and national reputation as Metamora. 
The old court house has been the scene of trials in which 
men, who have since monided the affairs of the nation, were 
interested as attorneys. The immortal Lincoln was a fami- 
har figure on the streets of Metamora. Mrs. T. B. Spears, 
whose husband was proprictor of the Metamora Ilouse, re- 
members distinetly the visits of Ma. Lincoln to the town. She 
also remembers Mr. Douglas in his visits there. Robert G. 
Ingersoll was another of the early visitors at the sessions of 
eourt. Tle was at that time practicing at Peoria. Adlai 
Stevenson for many years practiced law in the Woodford 
eounty courts. A host of other prominent figures in the 
political arena were frequent visitors in the county seat. 

In 1894 the election was held that resulted in the re- 
moval of the eourt house to Eureka. Metamora has not, how- 
ever, suffered greatly from its removal. There is a greater 
spirit of enterprise evident among the business men than he- 
fore, and it has improved greatly during the past few years. 

One of its more recent enterprises is the ereamery, own- 
ed by a stock company eomposed largely of farmers. Since 
its organization it has been a paying investment. Thousands 
of pounds of high grade creamery butter are turned out 
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every month, and it commands the highest price. Another 
important enterprise was the eorn dump factory owned by 
Camp Bros. The firm reeently moved its headquarters 
io Washington. 


‘TONAGISAY S.ONIAUI 0 Lf 


The old court house is now the property of the village, 
and it is used as a place of public meeting. Altho it is no 
longer the seene of important action as heretofore, it is 
still a center of historic interest. The long series of years 
of service has made it an important place beeause of the 
memory of what it has been The village is at present con- 
trolled by the following officers: President, Frank Giehl; 
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trustees, Joseph W. Meek, J.C. Snyder, Joseph Gulder, 
Joseph Getz, Jolin Sehrepler, Henry Lanzenberger; clerk, J. 
W. Frantz; police magistrate, A. J. Martin; treasurer, Ed. 
W. Knoblauch. 


The village has a well equipped telephone exchange. Lt 
has a large patronage both in town aud in the surrounding 
country, 


No history of Metsmora would be complete without a 
reference to John L. MeGuire, who for many years has been 
its leading citizen. Ie was bern in Ireland, in 1844, and 
eame to America when 9 vears of age. ln 1858 he settled in 
Metamora and bas continued to claim that as his residence 
: since that time. In 1862 
he enlisted in the 51st MHh- 
nos Infantry and served 
uti the close of the war. 
In 1870. he married Miss 
Della Page, whose death 
occurred a few vears ago. 
We has heen prominently 
connected with the politi- 
eal affairs of the county, 
and repiesented this dis- 
trict im the legislature 
= ¥& two terms, being elected 

J. C. IRVING. in 1894 and 1896. 

J. (. Irving ts another prominent character in Mleta- 
mora. [lis father, David Irvine, was born in Somerset 
county, New Jersey. In 1844 he moved to Woodford county 
and was awarded the contract for building the court house 
at that place. J.C. frving was born in Metamora in 1850, 
Ile was a student in Eureka College and after leaving school 


was connected with the Sentine) for some time. Te served 
eight vears as deputy circuit clerk and in 1888 was elected 
to that responsible office. IIe has held numerous positions 
of trust in the city of which he is a resideng, 


CHAPTER XVII. 


Slabtown and Farniville. 


UE name Slabtown is familiar to almost every boy or 
ae. in the county, yet few of them know that it was 
once a busy village with bright prospects of future great- 
ness. It was located on the banks of the Mackinaw river in 
Montgomery township, near the present site of Mackmaw 
Dells. In 1835 a saw mill was built by Joseph Gingerieh and 
Peter Farni. It was not until fifteen years afterwards that a 
store was opened by Isaac Evans. He kept a stock of gro- 
ceries and general merchandise. It was from a httle store 
building that the town derived its name. The owner, Isaae 
Evans, had built his strueture of slabs from the mill, henee 
the name. This store ehanged hands frequently, passing 
first into the hands of Fred Niergarth. Finally after numer- 
ous changes it beeame the property of Minor Bros. This 
firm owned a well equipped grist mill on the banks of the 
Mackinaw river and did a thriving business. The mill was 
equipped with three buhrs. The firm was eomposed of three 
brothers, John, James and William. The former afterward 
went to Peoria and became deputy sheriff of that eounty. 

Joseph Klopfenstein opened a buteher shop there im 
1858 anc also had a grocery in connection with it. Ile eame 
to Eureka twice a week, and supplied that viemmty with 
meat. It appears strange to the reader of the present day 
that Eureka should have at one time depended on the meat 
market of Slabtown for its meat. Ile was frequently able to 
supply his customers with venison that Samuel Finley had 
seeured for him. Mr. Klopfenstein made this trip for two 
years, 

(185) 
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Carlson and Siebens conducted a brewery, and were also 
at one time owners of the general store there. The chief 
industry of the place, however, was a large distillery owned 


and operated by two Frenchmen from St. Louis named 
Boutcham and Cari. The plant cost about $30,000, and when 
in full operation employed about 50 men. The distillery 
was erected in 1547. After the railroad was completed thru 
Eureka, they sent most of their produets to Eureka or Cru- 
ger for shipment by rail. R. N. Radford, who was connected 
with the postoffice at Kureka, at the time the firm was doing 
business at Slabtown, states that he collected as much as five 
dollars a week postage from this firm on mail received by 
them. The owners of the plant lacked capital for the eon- 
dueting of such extensive business, and did not meet with 
success. In 1859 the distillery was destroyed by fire and 
never rebuilt. Christian Farni, a: wealthy farmer who had 
unbounded confidence mm the members of the firm, lost heavi- 
ly as a result of their failure. He had sold the entire pro- 
ducts of his farm to the firm and was also seeurity for them. 
Ilis loss amounted to $34,000. Tis brother, Peter Farni, also 
lost heavily, but not nearly so much as Christian. There 
were others who suffered losses, but these were the prinei-- 
pal parties. The distillery had been well equipped, having 
in connection with it a grist mill for grinding their own 
grain. 


Slabtown enjoyed a flourishing trade, and seemed des- 
tined to make a town of considerable size, but railroads pas- 
sing thru other parts of the county, opening them to direct 
connections with the outside world by rail, sounded the 
death knell to every hope of the little village. 


Across the river from Slabtown was Farniville, named 
in honor of Mr. Farni, on whose land it was located. The 
name has since become Fannyville, thru common use. There 
was for many years a store there, condueted by Adolph 


Habeck. After elosing his store he went to Roanoke, where 
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his death occurred several years ago. Jacob Hoger also con- 
dueted a boarding house there. No sign of their former 
business activities is to be seen at cither Slabtown or Maruni- 
ville. The former population has been scattered and many 
of its older citizens have passed to their reward. At the lat- 
ter point there stil stands an Amish church, built in 1874, 
which has served as a place of worship since that time. 
There was at one time a postotfice at Farniville, but it: only 
eontinued a short time. 


John Finley, now a resident of Hureka, tells an interest- 
ing story in connection with Slabtown, that will throw some 
light on eonditions at that time. Ile and Mrs, Finley had 
taken a lot of eggs to Kureka, but there was no market for 
them and they had to carry them back home again. The 
next day she took them to Slabtown and there received three 
eents a dozen for them, and took in exchange cotton at five 
eents a pound. Within three weeks from that time cotton 
was worth eighty-five eents a pound, due to the increase in 
priee caused by the war in the south. 


Washburn. 


Before the eonstruetion of the Chieago and Alton rail- 
road, steps had been taken for the establishment of a town 
near the present site of Washburn. The first postoffice was 
aeross the line in Marshall eounty, and wag about a quarter 
of a mile north of Washburn as it now exists. The first post- 
master was: William Maxwell. As will be seen from this 
statement, the early beginnings of the. town were in Marsh- 
all county. The village at that time gave little indieation 
of becoming the beautiful little city it has since beeome. The 
first store was opened by Amerieus Pogue, whose name 
figures also among the first business men of Minonk. This 
store was first opened across the street from the southwest 
corner of the school house lot. 


The town was laid out in 1853 by Hiram Echols and 
was near the county line. The founder, being anxious to see 
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the newly established town prosper, offered to donate a site 
to the first organization that would put up a church. In 
1852 Rev. Freeman had organized a Baptist church, and this 
society took advantage of the offer made by Mr, Echols and 
received the free site for their building, which was erected 
in 1855-756, under the Jeadership of Rev. C. D. Merit, 1ts 
pastor, This church served the purpose of a meeting 
place for this congregation for many years. Owing 
to the removal of many members of the vongregation 
services were finally abandoned and the btilding was 
sold) to the German Lutheran church. It is now used 
asa place of mecting by that congregation. 


The first store building erected in the town was built 
hy Jesse Hammers, whose name we find connected with the 
history of Cazenovia. The first residence was erected by Dr. 
Thomas. The question of a naine for the new town cansed 
considerable discussion. The name Mantua was suggested 
but it was fonnd that there was already a town in the state 
bearing that name. It bore the name of Umontown for a 
time, this being considered appropriate as the town was im 
two counties, and the interests of the two were thus nated. 
This name was abandoned. however, and that of Washburn 
ultimately adopted. 


Among the men who have long been connected with the 
business interests of the town may be mentioned Frank N. 
Treland. of the Ireland Bank. Christian Tlaase also entered 
business there in 1868. Ife was a member of the legislature 
in the 42nd and 45th General Assemblies. Fred Ehringer 
opened a furniture store there in the early days of Wash- 
burn. It is stil] owned by members of the Ehvinger family. 
John Immel came there in 1866 and has been doing blaek- 
smith work there sinee then. 


The Ehringer Produce Company does an extensive busi- 
ness. A ereamery was started there a few years ago. but 
failed to be a paying investment and was abandoned. In 
1901 a telephone exchange was organized, and it was oper- 
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ated by O. KE. Shepard until 1909, when C. A. Fitschen took 
a half interest in the system, and the entire plan of work is 
bemg reorganized. They have 165 telephones in town and 
125 in the country. Two years ago the Consolidated Elee- 
tne Light and Manufacturing company put in a system of 
eleetrie hylts. 


The rehgious interests are cared for by six churches. 
The Methodist church was orgamzed in 1857 but did not 
have a chureh building until 1863. 'Phis structure was de- 
stroyed by fire and the present modern church was erected 
in 1906. The German Evangelical church was organized in 
1877, and the Christian church was erected in 1867. The 
Presbyterian church was also one of the early churches of 
the town. The Cathohe church has been more recently or- 
gamzed and ministers to the spiritual needs of about twenty 
families. The Lutherans occupy the building they purchased 
from the Baptist congregation. 


Washburn has suffered seriously from fire. In 1887 two 
blocks were destroyed by fire, and December 23, 1904, a 
second fire visited the town destroying a block of store 
buildings. A third fire occurred in 1909 in which the opera 
house, one of the best in Central []inois, was destroyed to- 
gether with several other pieces of valuable property. The 
opera house wonld seat T00 people and the loss probably 


exceeded $10,000. 


A city hall has been built and is used by both city and 
township, and is a convenient place for public meetings. One 
of tlie largest stores in the city is that of A. C. Martini which 
was erected nine vears ago. Two of the most extensive eon- 
tracting firms in the county are located in Washburn, and do 
work in inany surrounding townships. Henry Leseh and 
Fitschen Bros., each employ a large force of workmen and 
are widely known. 


The village was organized in July, 1873, and the first 
officers were as follows: President, S. W. MeCulloeh; clerk, 
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M.S. Fulton; treasurer, F. N. Ireland; street commissioner, 
Wilham Cotton; constable, R. If. Richards; trustees, Geo. 
C. Butler, F. Bennecke, Samuel Patrick, Henry Sangbush, J. 
Garris: 

The Washburn school is located across the line in 
Marshall county, but its attendance is largely made up of 
Woodford county children. The school furnishes an excel- 
lent course of study and has a large attendance. 


The city is governed by the following officers: Presi- 
dent, Ff. A. EKhringer; trustees, James Sharp, George Gar- 
rison, George MM. Butler, John Mason, Ed. larper, Henry 
Sangbush; clerk, Emil Baumeart; police magistrate, Rich- 


ard Gill. 
' ElPaso. 


The city of ElPaso, whieh is one of the most beautiful 
in Woodford county, is located at the junction of the Toledo, 
Peorta and Western and Ulinois Central railroads. It 1s 
justly famed for its business enterprise, as well as for its 
high moral and intellectual standards. Tt is a city of 
ehurebes, and these organizations have given the town the 
high moral standard it possesses. 


KIPaso was Ind out April 20, 1854, by James 1]. Wath- 
an and George L. Gibson, who were owners of the land. 
Since that time a number of additions have been made to 
the original town. As was the case with so many of the 
towns it was first organized under a special charter. 


The first place of business was opened by William and 
Tsane Jenkins. who were connected with the busimess life of 
ElPaso for many years. This firm kept a general store and 
also dealt in grain. 


Tn 1857 the postoffice was established and Mr, Jenkins 
was the first postmaster. 


The town grew quite rapidly after it became the june- 
tion of the Illinois Central and T. P. & W. railroads. Busi- 
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ness was drawn from all directions and it was in a_ short 
time a town of mueh importance. Among the early settlers 
we find the names of James Hl. Wathan, George L. Gibson, 
Wilham R. Wills, Christian Schafer, George I]. Campbell, 
Wm. H. MeClellan and Thomas MeClellan. Early business 
men were Graft & Webster, R. A. MeClellan & Co., Alex 
Ifawthorne, grain dealers; 8. T. Rogers, druggist ; Crawford 
and Bartlett, furniture and undertaking. 


ElPaso has always sought to maintain a high intellee- 
tual standard. One of the institutions in which ElPaso takes 
ereat pride is its library. As early as 1873 an organization 
was formed known as the Ladies’ Library Association. The 
first officers were: President, Mrs. Dr. Stoekwell; secretary, 
Mrs. Delos O’Lrian; treasurer, Mrs. W. 8. Bingham; librari- 
an, Mrs. 8. H. Worthington. At the time the fire occurred in 
1894, there were 2,009 volumes in the library, all of which 
were destroyed. With the insuranee money received, 500 
books were purchased, and new quarters were opened. The 
institution. prospered, and in 1906 a handsome library build- 
ing was erected in the west park, the funds being donated 
by Andrew Carnagie. It is now controlled by the following 
library board: President, F. B. Stitt; vice-president, Miss 
Nell Patterson; secretary, J. F. Sturgeon; treasurer, Peter 
DMrometz= librarian, Mos. J. S. Tmeker: J. S. Welch, F. 8S. 
Larison, P. G. Haas, Robert Nethereott. Miss Sarah Gough - 
and A. B. Turner. 


From its earliest history ElPaso has had excellent edu- 
cational facilities. The first school building was erected in 
1857, but prior to that there had been a school taught at the 
home of KE. H. King. In 1859, a new district was formed, the 
Uhnois Central being the dividing line, and a two room 
school was built. In 1869 the new three story brick school 
house was ereeted, and it is still in use. This is now known 
as the MeKinley school. The west side was for many years 
furnished with a frame building, but in 1897 the Jefferson. 
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Park school was erected. This is a large, convenient brick 
building that is a credit to the district. 


feast te ok 


M. E. CHURCH, EL PASO, ILLINOIS. 


FlPaso is a city of churches. Eight separate organiza- 
tions have structures in the town, some of them both modern 
and handsome. The first church was established in 1857, by 
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the Presbyterians, under Rev. W. T. Adams. In 1864 the 
ehurch was ereeted at a cost of $3,200. This served as a plaee 
of worship until 1903, when the present beautiful strueture 
was built. About the time of the organization of this chureh, 
a Methodist Episcopal class was formed with Rumsey Smith- 
e.son, as pastor. Their church was erected in 1864. It was 


BAPTIST CHURCH, EL PASO, ILLINOIS. 


torn down in 1894 and a new building was erected in its 
plaee. This was destroyed by fire and rebuilt in 1895. 


The Baptist chueh was organized in 1858, under the ad- 
ministration of Rev. Wm. Branch. Their. ehureh was also 
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erected in 1864. This has since served the congregation as 
a place of worship. 

The St. Mary’s Catholhe church was organized in 1863, 
and their first ehurch was finished in 1865. The present 
handsome edifice was ereeted in 1898. 

In 1864 the Christian ehurch was organized under the 
leadership of Elder John Lindsey and in 1865 their ehureh 
was built. In 1863 the German Lutheran chureh was erect- 
ed. The English Evangelical church was an offshoot of the 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, EL PASO, ILLINOIS. 


German Evangelieal society that once had a flourishing or- 
ganization there, but that has since gone down. 


The Campbell Iouse whieh is still a prominent feature 
in the hfe of ElPaso, was built in 1863. The opera house was 
built in 1895. The upper story is owned by the Masonic 
Fraternity while the lower story is owned by a stock com. 
pany, in which the controlling interest is held by A. E. 
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Fleming. In 1907 a city hall was erected. The corner stone 
of which bears the names of the city officers: Mayor, Peter 
Donner; eomnittee, O. North, J. 8. Welch, W. J. Render, 8. 
MNel, Wee Kridner: i, Shreve; city clerk, IE. J. Teet- 
myer; treasurer. O. M. Parmelee; city attorney, IJorace 
Baker; architect, G. H. Miller, contractor, J. A. Reichel. 


‘TTI ‘OSVd ID ‘ONIGTING IVNOILLVN LSULa 


One of ElPaso’s most attractive places is the green 


house owned by the ElPaso Carnation company, with C. J. 
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Snyder, manager. The company has 25,000 spuare fect of 
glass, and it has thousands of plants in cultivation. 


The Cathohe cemetery is located north of the city. The 
city cemetery is just east of town. In 1908 a handsome 
mausoleum was erected. It is the only one in the county, 
and has 200 crypts. These are arranged on each side of a 
driveway thru the stricture, ]{ is handsomely finished, and 
is Inade of conerete blocks, so interwoven with steel rods 
as to make it imdestructible. 

M1Paso has suffered seriously from fire at different times, 
Koch of the three blocks Its had most of its buildings de- 


eres 


EAGLE BLOOK, Ei PASO, ILL. 
Erected 1871-’72; destroyed by fire July 19, 1894. 


stroved, but these have been replaced by modern struetures. 
October 10th, 1882, the south half of Bloek 43, East Front 
street was destroyed by fire, the blaze starting in the old 
K1Paso Tlouse. May 8th, 1889, the Illinois Central eoal 
sheds were destroyed, entailing a loss of $20,000. August 
loth, 1893, the west end of Block 41, West Front street suf- 
fered, the loss bemg $12,500. But the greatest disaster of all 
was the destruction of the center of bloek 42, on Front 
street in 1894, where the fire raged for three hours, and 
#250,000 worth of property was destroyed. After each of 
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these ElPaso recovered from its losses and entered into the 
work of rebuilding with greater earnestness. 

ElPaso was incorporated as a city in February, 1567, 
and the following officers were chosen: Mayor, J. II. Moore ; 
elerk, John T. Harper; aldermen, Wilham Neifing, D. B. 
Webster, Ml. T. Polhemus, George W. Fridley and W. T. 
Adams. The city was incorporated under the general law 
April 6th, 1891. It was then divided into three wards, there 
having been two prior to that time. The following were the 
officers chosen at the election following the re-organization : 
Mayor, Walter S. Gibson, the position being later filled by 
S. M. Ferrell; aldermen, Edwin Ilodgson, L. M. Kerr, J. A. 
Smith, R. G. Hebden, Ozias Johns, Adam Brown; clerk, S. 
Kk. Hayward, attorney, Walter Bennett; treasurer, James 
Thompson; supervisor, Gustave Anthenat; marshals, Henry 
J. Morris, George W. Tegard; police magistrate, J. II. Moore. 


The city is now governed by the following officers: 
Mayor, Peter Donner; clerk, John W. Beeker; treasurer, 
Peter Thometz; attorney, C. G. Schroeder; city collector, R. 
W. Gough; superintendent of streets, James Fitzgerald: eity 
marshal, L. F. Tobias; night poliee, O. Johns; police magis- 
trate, O. J. Lemon; aldermen, Omer North. Elmer Shreve, J. 
S. Welch, George Stambach. William J. Render, Wilham 
Tegard. P 

The ElPaso Fair is one of the most important organiza- 
tious in the county. In 1879 the Woodford County Grange 
held a small but suecessful fair on Mar. Strickland’s farm 
just north of the city. In 1880 the Fair Association was in- 
corporated. The officers of the Grange Fair were: M. I. 
Wart, president; F. F. Waite. secretary: P. S. Bassett, vice- 
president; J. M. Stonbraker. treasurer. Edwin Tlodgson was 
chosen the first president of the new organization. The fair 
grounds are just north of the city, and several substantial 
buildings have been erected. The annual fair is largely at- 
tended. The following are offivers: President, KE. A. Childs; 
treasurer, A. H. Waite; vice-president, J. L. McOmber ; sec- 
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retary, IL. J. Tegtmyer; directors, W. WH. Kkinedon, Ss: C: 
Baringer, Frank E. Lewis, James Wilkey, J. F. Shepard, J. 
A. Gilbert, George II. Scheer, A. EK. Fleming, G. R. Curtis, 
John H. Roth, John Pleasants, 5. W. Stingeon and F. B. 
Koerner. 

In 1882 a system of water works was put in at the cost 
of $5,000. This was greatly improved in 1894. The eity also 
has eleetrie lights and during the past three years some pav- 
ing has been done on the main street. : 

The eity has an extensive telephone system eontrolled 
by a stoek company. The following are officers: President, 
and manager, R. BE. Gordon; vice-president, F. B. Stitt; see- 
retary and treasurer, L. K. Hvans; directors, F. B. Schafer 
and M. A. Adams. 


CHAPTER XVIII. 
Minonk. 


IIE introduction of railroads within the borders of 

the county was the signal for the inauguration 
of great changes. Regions that before were unsettled 
became the scene of vigorous life and activity. Where be- 
fore there had been a wilderness there sprang up, as if by 
magie, towns that opened to the people the markets of the 
world. Prairies that prior to the construction of the railroads 
had been a vast expanse of virgin soil soon became the home 
of the sturdy pioneers, bringing under cultivation the lands 
about them, and dotting the landscape with their cabins. 
The region discussed in this chapter was largely settled after 
the introduction of railroads. It consisted principally of 
prairie lands, and was consequently of later settlement than 
the timber regions. 

In 1852 and 753 the Illinois Central railroad was econ- 
structed and in 1854 -trains began to run thru Minonk town- 
ship. Prior to this the territory on both sides of the track 
was unsettled. The settlement of the township and town 
were coincident, Samuel Werk, being the first actual settler. 
Tle had come from Pennsylvania to Hlinois quite early but 
did not eome to Minonk until 1854. It will thus be seen that 
the county had existed a number of years before Minonk 
was founded. In spite of this, however, it is the most popu- 
lous eity of the county. There is doubt as to the origin of the 
name, altho the general supposition is that the name is of 
Indian origin. 

When the railroad went thru and established a station 
there, Samuel Werk became the first station agent. Charles 
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Dobson and C. W. Goodrich came the same year, 1854, and 
the former soon entered into Dusiness. Ile opened a grocery 
store, and associated with hin Americus Pogue, whose name 
occupies an Important place as one of the first business men 
of Washburn also. They had a stock of the more staple 
articles in groceries. Mr. Dobson was also interested in other 
lines, being associated with Mr. Werk in the purchase of 
grain for a short time. In December, 1854, a postoffice was 
established, with Charles Dobson as first postmaster. In 
1855 C. W. Goodrich and James Parker entered the lumber 
and grain business. The first residence in town was erected 
by Mr. Dobson and the second by Mr. Goodrich. At that 
time the town had two houses and two railroad shanties, 
with about twenty inhabitants, half of whom were railroad 
men. The nearest house was that of James Livingston, seven 
miles west in Clayton township. The town, however, soon 
began to attract settlers. The thot of a convenient railroad 
thru the village led to the settlement of the country around 
the village. The first: farm was opened by Samuel Wiley, 
who eame from Vermont. 

A hotel was opened at an early day in the history of the 
town by Jonathan Macey from Indiana. This was frequently 
used by the settlers as a place for holding religious services. 
Aniong other early settlers were Dr. Isaac Garrison, the first 
physician; L. G. Keedy, who became prominent as a eaptain 
in the civil war, and Thornton Taylor, who came from the 
western part of Woodford county. 


D. P. Kenyon, one of the pioneers of Minonk, was born 
in Rensselaer county, New York, June 25, 1822, and came to 
Hhmois in 1855. Two years later he came to Minonk. where 
he still resides. 

The village was surveyed and platted for David A. 
Neal, of Salem, Mass., in October, 1854, the territory em- 
braced extending 780 feet on each side of the NMlinois Cen- 
tral and 3,690 feet north and south. As the town grew the 
need of more perfect government was felt and on September 
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17, 1864, it was decided to incorporate as a village. The first 
election of village officers occurred September 380th, the 
board of trustees being composed as follows: Reuben P. 
Bell, A. Cholwell, C. W. Goodrich, Henry C. Dent and M. A. 
Cushing. The board organized October 30th by choosing 
Reuben P. Bell as president and Henry C. Dent as clerk. 
The rapid growth of the village made it advisable to incor- 
porate as a city, and steps were taken toward that end. 
March 7, 1867, the city of Minonk was incorporated, the fol- 
lowing being the list of the first city officers: Mayor, John 
Stoner; clerk, M. L. Newell; aldermen, Samuel Work, H. R. 
Kipp, John Sparks and Ilenry C. Dent, one alderman being 
ehosen from each of the four wards. September 20th, 1872, 
the city was incorporated under the general law. 


In 1856 the first school was established, the settlers 
being firm in their belief that education is one of the essen- 
tial elements in a well governed community. A temporary 
building west of the Woodford Ilouse was used as a school 
house. Francis Reeder was the first teacher. A year later a 
new building was ereeted at the cost of three hundred dol- 
lars, which served as a school house for several years. In 
1864 a large frame building was built, the first prineipal be- 
ing John Peek. In 1902 the present splendid strueture was 
eompleted at the cost of more than $30,000. It is the best 
equipped school] in the county, having a manual training de- 
partment, well arranged laboratories, and a fine library. 
Thru gifts, one in nemory of Donald Austin Stoddard, who 
lost his hfe in the Iroquois theatre fire, and another thru the 
will of the late Mrs. Loutsa M. Parks, the library has been 
greatly enlarged until in 1908 it contained 1,211 volumes. 
The building on the west side is also used for some of the 
lower grades. The first teacher received $79 for four months 
school; the present salary of the superintendent is $1,350 per 
annum. For several years the schools have been under the 
management of Prof. Wm. Hawkes. 


Side by side with its intellectual development has gone 


202 HISTORY OF WOODFORD COUNTY. 


its spiritual growth. The Presbyterian was the first chureh 
organized in Minonk, the first preaching being done in the 
hotel in 1856. The following year the First Presbyterian 
ehureh was formed. For a few months the newly formed 
society worshipped in the school house. In 1858 a modest 
little church was erected as a meeting place, which served 
that purpose until 1867, when a larger building was com- 
pleted. The Methodists began to hold services in 1857, and 
soon had a flourishing soctety. In 1866 they built their 
ehureh, which was superseded by a more modern strnetiure 
in 1900, 


The third church to organize was the Baptist, which was 
formed in 1858. Their meeting for considering articles of 
faith was attended by Rev. Baily, of Metamora; Rey. Keteh- 
um, of Panola; Rev, ©) Dp. dlent of Weishbainemcdeie:, 
Fuller, of Richland. In 1859 Benj. Hall was elected clerk, 
and was instructed to raise cleven dollars with which to 
purchase a lot for a church building. lis serves to indieate 
the value of lots at that tune. Their new church was not 
dedieated, however, until October 30th, 1864. The cost, in- 
eluding the furnishings and organ was $3,691.27. Tis pro- 
vided a very comfortable meeting place for many years. 
During the war the members of this as well as of other 
churches kept up a correspondence with those from their 
congregation who were in the field. The will of the late Mrs. 
L. M. Parks, who died in December, 1902, left $2,000, as the 
foundation for a fund to erect a new church. The corner 
stone of this new structure was laid in November, 1907, but 
it was not dedicated until 1908. 


No other churches were founded in Minonk until 1865, 
when two were organized, the Catholic and Christian. The 
latter was without a church home until 1867, when a neat, 
convenient building was ereeted, which with various ehanges 
has served the purpose of the congregation to the present 
time. The Catholics at once built a structure that served 
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admirably as a place of worship until 1892, when the present 
magnificent strueture was erected. The church is one of the 
strongest organizations in the county. It sustains a well 
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equipped parochial school. In 1905 St. Patrick’s school was 
ereeted near St. Patrick’s church. This is a large, brick 
structure, well equipped for school work. The cost of the 
building was in the neighborhood of $15,000. 
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The Pohsh inhabitants ol the city have in recent years or- 
ganized a Cathohe chureh, and it is ina flourishing condition, 


In 1868 a Lutheran church was organized, which had a 
strong society, and the German Hyangelical, known as the 
st. Paul church, was organized in the city and still exists. 
In 1870 the Gernian Baptist church was organized. In the 
sumer of 1856, A, 1. Danforth, assisted by Samuel Work, 
Mr. Reeder and others organized a Sunday school, which 
was held first in the vailvoad station and was afterward re- 


moved to the Presbyterian church. Abe. Danforth was the 
first superintendent. 


AMinonk has three rail- 
roads, the main line of 
the [Hinois Central, con- 
stricted in US52°%5, the 
Pekin branch of the 
Santa Fe constructed in 
1875. and the Middle 
division of the Central 
built in 1873. These 
have made it an exeel- 
lent commereial point 
ane its business men 
have prospered. 

In 1890 the Minonk 
Kleetric Light and Power 
Company was organized 


te and a good system of 
CITY HALL, MINONK. electric Hghts was in- 


stalled, under the management of Josiah Kerrick. There is 
also an excellent system of water works in operation. Since 
1904 the streets have been greatly improved by paving, the 
nnprovements thus far being confined to the business streets. 

The city 1s controlled by the following officers: Mayor, 
A.B. Kipp; aldermen, Nick Kruse, Hf. D. Fuller, Stock Inger- 
ski, E. Schroeder, Herman Kelm and C. E. Ridge; clerk, C. 


TOWNS OF TIE COUNTY. 205 


R. Denson; treasurer, A. J. Ilenning; attorney, Doe Kiley = 
fire marshal, W. I]. Ryan; marshal, J. L. Weleh; might 
poliee, I. Il. Green; superintendent of water works, W. KE. 
Minshall; police magistrate, Harm MeChesney. 

In 1904 a substantial eity hall was erected, the corner 
stone of which bears the naines of the following city officers : 
Mayor, H. B. Meils; aldermen, W. Ii. Ryan, F. M. Kerrigan, 
Kruse, Stoneman, Bonk, Davison and Clark. 

Benson. 

There is but one village in Clayton township. In 1872 
the Chieago, Pekin and Southwestern railroad was built thru 
the township, and Benson was founded upon the completion 
of the road. It wag located in the midst of a wide territory 
of rich farming land, and it soon became a good grain point. 
The town was named in honor of S. IL. Benson, of Streator, 
who was general freight agent at the time of its establish- 
ment. It was located on property owned by John Weast, and 
was surveyed February 20, 1873. A year later an addition 
was laid out known as Weast’s addition to Benson. The 
township had been settled almost twenty years before the 
founding of the town and consequently there were farm 
houses not far from it. The house now owned by Mrs. Mor- 
itz was a farm house located on the site of Benson. The first 
house brought into the town was moved from the country 
by O. A. Cavan and was used as a hotel. The first house 
ereeted was built by F. D. Learned, who came from the farm 
to locate in town. Soon stores were put up and the business 
life of Benson began to show evidenee of a healthy growth. 

The first store was opened by Jurgens Harms and 
George Kirtehner in 1873. The firm kept a general stoek of 
merchandise. Shortly afterward F. D. Learned opened a 
drug store. Strawn and Rannic erected a building on the 
corner of Front and Clayton streets and conducted a general 
store. The first station agent was Lyman Ballou, who was 
sueceeded by Dan Davis. In March, 1873, the first mail was 
received in Benson, F. D. Learned having heen appointed 
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first postmaster. The office was connected with the drug store. 
In 1874 Joseph Benkler opened a harness shop, and the 

same year, Abrahams and Zinser opened a hardware store. 


The first physician was Dr. Sleumions and he was followed 
by Dr. Austman. 


In 1878 the town was 
incorporated, the — first 
officers being as fol- 
lows: President, —D. 
Davis; trustees, Charles 
Lauenstein, John Sch- 
midt, Peter Petri, Henry 
I]leineke, John Weast; 
clerk, O. L. Tucker; 
treasurer, O. A. Cavan. 
With the exception of 
three years, Theodore 
Schroeder has been on 
the board ever since the 
organization of the vil- 
lage. , 

In 1576 the first brick 

DAN DAVIS. building was erected by 
Jurgen Tlarms and Ilenry Hemeke. Soon after this Chark 
Memmen and Tlenry HWeimeke opened a brick vard and tile 


factory. The next vear it was purchased by Simon Peterson, 
who has operated and controlled it since that tine. 

In 1902 a telephone exchange was established, a stoek 
company bemg organized with a capital stock of $2,500. The 
officers are as follows: President, Jacob Roth; secretary, R. 
Il. Parks; treasurer, S. L. Peterson. The exchange has 300 
phones in operation. 

The rehgious interests of Benson are well cared for. In 
1873 the Catholie church was started by Rev. Father Marger, 
of Lourds. The land for the building was donated by John 
Weast. It was dedicated by Rev. Father Steinberg in 1875. 
During the period of the pastorate of Rev. Father Kluck, 
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who was assigned to the church in 1902, the Father’s Resi- 
denee was ereeted. The church is now under the care of Rev. 
Father Guibert. 

The Baptist Sunday School was organized in 1874, and 
met in Coleman’s hall for several years. In 1882 it was de- 
termined to build a plaee of worship and in 1883 the present 
church building was dedicated and the ehurch organized 
with 28 members. The parsonage was erected in 1902. Rev. 
E. Is. Krause has been pastor for some time, but resigned to 
take effect August 30. In connection with the echureh, is a 
eountry appointment at Jefferson school house, Here they 
have Sunday School and afternoon preaching. The early 
settlers of that part of the county organized what was 
known as the Meridian Baptist church, that held services in 
Washington school house in Linn township. This organiza- 
tion was maintained until after the building of the Baptist 
ehureh in Minonk, when a number of its members united 
with the chureh there and services were abandoned at the 
Washington school. About aighteen year ago services were 
begun at the Jefferson. 

The M. E. church was organized in 1890 by Rev. Fore- 
man, services being held in the school house the first year. 
In 1891 the present church building was erected. Three years 
later a parsonage was also built near the church. 

The Benson school was first located a mile east of town. 
A few years after the establishment of the town the sehool 
house was moved, and in 1878 a new frame building was 
erected, containing two rooms. Later a one room addition 
was built. As the town grew the demand for more adequate 
provision became more pressing and in 1905 a modern school 
building was erected at the cost of $15,000 for the eomplete 
strueture. The board having charge of the construction of 
the building was S. L. Peterson, H. D. Lewis, and F. W. Lin- 
aeman, 

Benson has suffered seriously from fire. In 1884 a con- 
flagration broke out that destroyed the block in which Geo. G. 
Flessner’s store is now located. A number of buildings were 
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destroyed. Only five years later a second fire occurred and 
destroyed the block of buildings where Hoffman & Bent- 
feld’s store is now located. Some of the buildings have 
never been replaced but in most instanees new and better 
structures have been erected. 


In 1891 a system of water works was established. A 
committe, composed of Ilenry Ileineke, Joseph Bueklear and 
A. Il. Brubaker, was appointed to investigate the various 
plans, and as a result the present system was planned and 
completed. 


The village is governed at present by the following of- 
ficers: President, Louis Meischner; trustees, Eno. J. Gom- 
mels, Joseph Vogel, Theodore Schroeder, C, E. Worthing- 
ton, M. C. Brubaker, Harm Geiken; clerk, J. W. Heiken; 
treasurer, R. C. Ficken; marshal, Wirt Folkers. 

Roanoke. 

Situated in the midst of prairics of unsurpassed fertili- 
ty, stretching for miles in every direction; underlain with 
rich deposits of coal that but needed the hand of man to 
bring them forth that they might pour their wealth into the 
coffers of the people, it is natural that Roanoke should: be- 
come a prosperous little city. Forty years ago the present 
site of the town gave little evidence of important achieve- 
ments or of the attainment of business success. Within the 
memory of the older citizens, Roanoke was founded, and 
these have witnessed its growth from a few scattered houses 
to a prosperous town with a thriving business. 


In 1866 A. J. Darling opened a blacksmith shop in what 
is now the western part of town. Ile has witnessed the 
founding and development of the village. THe is now econ- 
ducting a hotel, while his sons, Darling Bros., have a black- 
smith and machine shop. The first store was opened by M. 
Pifer, who is now one of the pioneer residents of the county. 
Ile resides at Eureka and is 93 years of age. Ile was a pio- 
neer business man of Eureka as well as of Roanoke and was 
identified with the business interests there until increasing 
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age caused his retirement from active hfe. The store he 
owned was loeated on the south side of Panther creek. In 
the early 70’s the plans for a new railroad were completed, 
and in 1872 the Chicago, Pekin and Southwestern was built 
thru the town. The citizens of the vienity contributed $5,000 
toward building the road on condition that a swich would 
be put in at Roanoke. The same year that the railroad was 
built the town was laid out by D. T. Fauber, Ben G. Kindig 
and Iiram Barney. The plat was signed Deeember 17, 1872. 
A postoffice was established and F. C. Pifer was appointed 
the first postmaster. He was soon sueeeeded by J. IF. Wheel- 
wright, who reeeived a salary of $12 per quarter. This was 
soon increased to $72 a quarter. The office now pays $1,300 
per year. 

The town at onee began to improve. Ilenry Frantz put 
up the first building erected after the town was laid ont and 
John Frantz opened a store. Jacob Engle, son of Peter 
Engle, the pioneer, also opened a store. The first doctor in 
the town was Dr. John, who served several terms as coro- 
ner. Fauber and Ilfall first bought grain in Roanoke, altho 
they never had an elevator. They also dealt in coal. The 
lumber yard was condueted by Doe Miller, but soon after 
passed into the hands of Phillip Moore, who was one of the 
pioneers in business life in that vicinity. 

In 1874 a movement was set on foot to organize as a 
village. The town at that time had the 300 inhabitants nee- 
essary for its organization. A petition for such election 
was circulated and on July 18, 1874, the people voted to in- 
corporate. John Frantz, M. N. Gish and A. Fisher were 
judges of election, and R. A. Fisher and R. T. Ogle were 
elerks. The first mayor was 8. W. Shulenberger and the first 
elerk was G. P. Lyons. 


The town and country surrounding enjoys an excel- 
lent telephone service, operated by the Roanoke Telephone 
Company, and under the efficient management of E. N. 
Wheelwright. The first line that sought admission to the 
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town was from Secor. A little later one came in from the 
south and west, and entered Wren’s grain. office. Soon after 
eight lines were carried into N. R. Moore's grain office. 
John Scoon was the first manager and in 1903, E. N. Wheel- 
wright took the management of the exchange. In 1908 a 
stock company was formed, and now has 265 phones in op- 
eration. The otfice is nicely arranged and well equipped, and 
the wires along the main streets of town are underground. 


In 1899 another important industry was started in Roa- 
noke by George Tl. Willems, who in that year opened the 
tile and brick yards in that city. In 1906 he sold his interests 
to the American Clay Product Company, but Mr. Willems still 
manages the plant. The company gives employment to about 
25 men the year around. The munager of this plant, George 
1H. Willems, has an interesting life history, having spent 
twelve years on the sea. Tle has served before the mast and 
also down below. Ile also made one vovage as second imate. 
Ile was twice shipwrecked, once being tossed about in the 
life boat for three days and nights, finally coming to land 
on the Fiji islands, where the shipwrecked party was taken 
up. The second time he was wrecked on coast duty and 


swan ashore. ’ 


Roanoke has suffered seriously at various times from fire. 
In 1592 the west block was burned, destroying a number of 
buildings, entailing a loss approaching £20,000, The fire 
started about midnight, and there was no means of fighting 
it save by the use of buckets. In 1902 a second fire occurred 
which destroyed the buildings on the east side of the street. 
Two years afterward A. Rosenak, whose store was destroyed 
in the second fire suffered a second loss in the burning of his 
store. In the sprmg of 1909 a number of frame buildings 
in the city hall block were burned causing a loss of several 
thousand dollars. 

Altho Roanoke has a number of fine artisian wells that 
have stood the test for many years. the town has been slow 
about taking the steps for constructing a system of water 
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works. The city now has a good well and will doubtless 
soon have a good system in operation. 

Roanoke has been lighted by electricity for a number 
of years. The plant has been owned and operated by E. EK. 
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Ilusseman until W. J. Whetzel purehased it and furnishes 
light from his power house in Eureka. 

The religious interests of the city and township are well 
looked to by a number of churches representing various de- 
nominations. In 1846 the Christian church was organized 
in the vicinity of Roanoke. As in so many cases, the early 
services were held in the homes of the members until a suit- 
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able place of worship eould be seeured. It was not until 1873 
that their present chureh was erected. The organization was 
the result of the labor of Elder Abner Peeler. Two years 
later the Methodists began to hold serviees in the neighbor- 
hood, but their church was not built until 1875. In recent 
years the Cathohe church has been erected at Roanoke, and 
has a number of members. 

The schools of Roanoke have been the center of deep 
interest among the better class of people. The school has a 
three year high school course, and is prospering under the 
superintendeney of O. C. Kindig. In 1909 the district was 
enlarged so as to take in two outlying districts, and a mod- 
ern school building is in contemplation. 


Among the names of men who have been prominent in 
the development of the town are C. A. Sauder, Henry Al]- 
tofer and Theo. Herbst. The father of the former, Chris- 
tian Sauder, came to Llinois fifty years ago and the name of 
Sauder has been nghly respected thruout the county. Mr. 
Altofer has been in the county since 1874, and has been con- 
nected with the busimess interests of Roanoke for many 
years. Mr. Herbst has been prominent in the business enter- 
prise of the town and has conducted an extensive establish- 
ment in the village for many years. A Rosenak has exten- 
sive business interests, and has been closely identified with 
the growth of the town. 

The eity is at present governed by the following of- 
fieers: President, A. L. Ray; trustees, J. E. Woltzen, T. E. 
Brown, Samuel Ramsey, Charles Preller, John Gray, E. L. 
Fincham; clerk, A. J. Nafzinger; treasurer, Jacob Sand, Jr.; 
marshal, J. W. Fauber. 


CHAPTER XIX. 


Bureka. 


tT ig difficult to separate the history of Eureka from that 
Ts: Eureka College, which institution was organized before 
the foundation of the town. At the time of the origin of the 
school there was no postoffice nearer than Washington, and 
mails were tardy in reaching their destination. In 1850 a 
postoffice was established and A. S. Fisher was the first post- 
master. The mails were brought weekly from Metamora, 
until the Illinois Central was completed. The earrier went 
from Kappa to Spring Bay onee a week. In 1854 the first 
goods were sold in Eureka in what was known as the ‘‘Poor 
Ifouse,’’? a portion of the old Christian ehureh devoted to 
the needs of the poor. This chureh was located near where 
the Soldiers’ Monument stands in the eemetery. Thomas 
B. Sterrit sold goods there for a short time, and the next 
year built a store on the site now oeeupied by A. Boudman. 
Llere he earried a general stock of goods that met the simple 
needs of the people of that time. [lis store was a general 
meeting plaee for the boys of the neighborhood, who had 
few places to go and little to talk about. The store building 
now forms a part of the Boudman residence. 

Eureka received its name at a meeting held at the hoine 
of A. S. Fisher, when plans were being made for the estab- 
lishment of a postoffiee. John T. Jones and John Lindsey 
each claim the honor of having suggested the name for the 
new town. It is a word of Greek derivation, meaning, *‘l 
have found it.’’ The word Eureka is said to have originated 
in the following interesting manner. King Iliero, of Syra- 
euse, had a magnificent golden crown, of great value. He 
had taken it to a worker in gold to have some alteration 
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made in it, and on its return suspicioned that a part of the 
gold had been taken out and alloy had been substituted, but 
the work had been done so skillfully that it prevented de- 
teetion. Ife called in Archimedes, and demanded that he 
should devise some means of deteeting the presence of alloy, 
without in any way disturbing the erown as it was then 
made. After long pondermg the philosopher eoneeived the 
idea of weighing the crown in the air and then weighing 
the water the crown would displace. So elated was he hy 
his discovery that he went about shouting Eureka! Eureka! 
| have found it! From that time the word came into use. 


After the completion of the Central railroad thru the 
eastern part of the county, mail was brought from Kappa. 
George Taggart was carrier, and at one time if was 
necessary for R. N. Radford who was acting as depu- 
tv postmaster, to go to Kappa after the mail, the earrier 
claiming that the waters were too high to make the trip. 
There was an aecumulation of two weeks’ mail. This ir- 
regularity continued until the eompletion of a ratlroad thru 
the town. When the T. P. & W. was built, however, it ex- 
tended thru the region a mile north of the original site of 
the village. 

In 1855 the town of Eureka was platted on its present 
site, the plat being drawn for John Darst, the owner of the 
land on whieh the new town was loeated. It was filed for 
record December 29th, 1855, and the early part of the year 
following, the first town lots were sold. The business part of 
the community was at onee moved to the vieimity of the new 
railroad. 

R. M. Clark built the first store on the new site, choos- 
ing as a location the corner of First and College streets, 
where R. D. Smith’s briek building now stands. J. J. Jones 
erected a store about the same time. He had previously 
bought out Thomas Sterritt and had been made postmaster. 


The first blaeksmith shop was opened by Wilson Hatha- 
way in 1854. The first hotel was erected by A. M. Myers on 
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the northeast corner of First and College streets. There 
had been hoarding houses connected with the eollege previ- 
ous to this, but no hotel. In 1851 a boarding hall had been 
erected that would accommodate fifty students. This later 
beeame a ladies’ boarding hall and was ultimately destroy- 
ed by fire. 

In 1856 11. C. Baird came to Eureka and entered busi- 
ness. A. V. 8. Baird also came from the same state and bhe- 
eame a resident of the new town. Mr. Baird is still in busi- 
ness and is the only one of the original business men of Hu- 
reka, who is still in active business. Another of the pioneers 
of the town, who still has a plaee of business there, is Ben 
1, Moore, the photographer, who las been condueting a 
gallery in Hureka forty-seven years, and is the oldest pho- 
tographer now in business in the county. 

One of the early enterprises of Eureka was a packing 
louse, first located in the north part of town, on what is 
known as the Risser property, and under the management 
of Alex. Campbell. Later it was moved to a site near the 
Streator junction. There it was condueted by Thompson 
and Roebuck. The firm employed about thirty men and 
packed a large amount of pork daily. The plant was de- 
stroved by fire. 

In 1852 Gudeman Brothers purchased property in the 
north part of town from Ben L. Moore, and erected a saw 
mill. Ina short time a large brick and tile factory was open- 
ed. The firm manufactured a high grade of pressed briek 
and enjoved a large trade. but a combination of eircuimn- 
stanees made the business unprofitable. The Eureka Brick 
Tile & Eleetric company was organized to get the concern 
on a paying basis, but the plant was finally closed. 

The first system of water works was located on land 
donated by this firm to the city of Eureka. All the pumping 
was done by the firm, and the first electric hght plant was 
installed by the same firm. On the elosing of the plant of 
this company, C. C. MeDonald bought the electric light plant, 
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and conducted it until 1905. In that year W. J. Whetzel 
installed his new plant and now furnishes hghts for Eureka, 
Roanoke and Metamora. 

In 1905 a new system of water works was constructed, 
the pressure used being supplied by compressed air. Sinee 
its construction it has been extended as far south as the col- 
lege 

The town grew from the time of its foundation, so that 
in 1859 it was incorporated. The first officers were as fol- 
laws: Trustees, C. L. Wellman, J. R. Burton, R. M. Clark, 
Samuel Stitt and A. S. Fisher. Of these R. M. Clark was 
chosen president of the board and A. S. Fisher clerk. A. M. 
Myers was @lected police magistrate. August 30th, 1880, the 
original charter was surrendered and it was incorporated as 
a village under the general law. At a mecting of the board 
of trustees March 4th, 1894, a petition was granted submit- 
ting the matter of incorporation as a city to a vote of the 
people. The result indicated 232 in favor of such in- 
corporation and 152 opposed to it. The following were 
the first city officers: Mayor. B. J. Radford; clerk, Roy L. 
Moore; treasurer, Lyon Karr; aldermen, F. M. ow tate: 
Payne, G. W. Lewis, C. H. Radford, W. W. Pratz and Frank 
Knelis. 

In 1909 the first paving was done, College street being 
paved from the railroad to the cemetery. The work will be 
carried on as rapidly as possible until the principal streets 
are paved. 

The religious interests of the people are cared for by 
four churches. In 1832 the Christian church was organized 
with thirteen members at the home of Elder John Oatman. 
It was re-organized in 1836, and in 1847 they built their 
church which stood about where the soldiers’ monument 
stands in the city cemetery. In 1863 a new church was erect- 
ed on the site of the present structure. This served the pur- 
pose of a church until 1902, when the beautiful building now 
in use was erected at the cost of almost $20,000. 
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In 1858 the M. E. church was organized by Zedock Hall, 
and in 1862 the church was erected. This served the purpose 
admirably until 1886 when the present building was erected. 
The Presbyterian church was organized in 1868, with Rev. 
Hart as its pastor, and in 1875 the present ehureh was built. 

The second church to organize in the vicinity of Wal- 
nut Grove was the Christian at Mt. Zion. Serviees are still 
held there and the organization 1s now more than half a 
century old. 

Since the removal of the comity seat to Eureka, it has 
enjoyed a slow but steady improvement. Better houses have 


been built, the town has put in more and better walks, and 
there has been a general tendency upward. 
Cruger. 

The town of Cruger was platted May 15, 1856, by Benom 
Pp. Pratt. It was named in honor of W. IL. Cruger, who was 
vice-president and chief engineer of the railroad now known 
as the T. P. & W. The road was completed as far as Cruger 
in 1854, and the next year continued farther east. It was 
then that the first thots of a town were indulged Te ie tase 
warchouse was built by Mr. Kellogg and later Mr. King also 
erected one. The first store was opened by B. Per iaties wire 
came from Peoria. A postoffice was established with Wil- 
liam Flager, the station agent, as postmaster. This postoffice 
was continued wotil August. 1909, when Cruger was attached 
to Eureka, as part of one of the rural routes. FP. J. Schrei- 
ber, whose death occurred a few years ago, was for more 
than forty years postmaster of Cruger. Ile was at that time 
the oldest acting postmaster in the United States in point of 
years of service. The height of its business prosperity was 
reached when two general stores were in operation. 

Secor. 

The village of Secor was platted for Octave Chanut, 
June 10th. 1857. The new town was on each side of the rail- 
road, and soon began to attract settlers. It was named for 
Zeno Secor, one of the directors of the recently completed, 
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railroad. The streets were named for men, sueh as Van 
Alstine, Ilereford, Nichols and Cruger streets. 


The first store was conducted by E. T. VanAlstine, 
father of John VanAlstine, and grandfather to Frank A. 
and L. I. VanAlstine, widely known thruout the county as 
having been cirewt clerks. Jacob Lahr and Ilenry Smith 
had blacksmith shops. Another early blacksmith was Chris- 
tian Mahlsteh who vame to Secor from Cruger. F. X. Ian- 
sler opened a furniture store. A postoffiee was established 
and Mr. VanAlstine was the first postmaster. Charles R. 
Richardson was another of the early merchants, and Deaeon 
Trosber was the first to conduct a boarding house. Dr. P. L. 
Tribbey came to Secor in 1857, John Tribbey, lis brother, 
came the same year, while D. W. Tribbey eame in 1859 and 
S.A. Prbbey a vear later. The first named served two terms 
as coroner of the county. Rudolph Ilarseim came there in 
1862 and opened a general store. This was later owned by 
Ins son, 4. J. HWarseim, and has now passed into the hands 
of is younger son, Adolph R. Tlarseim. In 1866 1]. Ludwig 
engaged in business there and is still conducting a hard- 
ware store. One of the most extensive investments made in 
the town was the great hotel creeted by Isaae Underhill. It 
Was a two-story brick structure, with four large store 
roonts on the first floor, The second story was used for a ho- 
tel and sanitarium. My. Underhill owned a large amount of 
land around Secor, and had extensive plans for the future 
of the town, but the plans failed. The hotel was closed and 
its owner suffered heavy losses. It was finally destroyed by 
fire. The original cost was $48.000. 

John Seibel was an early comer in Seeor, arriving there 
in September, 1869, and lived there three years. The family 
then moved to a farm three miles southwest of Benson. His 
son, William C., and daughter, Catherine, reside in Secor, 
wlile Henry hves near town. 

There are four churches in Seeor. In 1862 the Chureh 
of Christ was ereeted and still serves as a. place of worship. 
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Twelve years ago a part of this organization withdrew and 
built a new ehureh of Christ. The M. K. chureh was built in 
1865-’66. It was originally for both English and German 
services, but of late years the services in German have been 
abandoned. The Lutheran chureh was established in 1864- 
65 and it has one of the largest congregations m that vi- 
eimity. 

The first telephone exchange was organized im 1899, 
with W. B. Graybill as manager. The company has 225 tele- 
phones now in operation. A separate exchange has now been 
installed. 

In 1906 a large modern school building was ereeted at 
the eost of over $10,000. It has four sehool rooms, aside 
from the library and superintendent's office. The school is 
now wander the management of Prof. William C. Stauter. 
The present strueture devoted to edueation is the result of 
many years’ progress. The first school was established in Se- 
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eor in 1857; but in 1860 it was found necessary to ereet a 
larger building. This was improved and enlarged, but final- 
ly gave way to the larger, more modern brick strueture now 
Taese. 
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The reeords of the sceretary of state show that Secor 
Was tncorporated as a town under a speetal act of the legis- 
lature, February 28th, 1867. Ht was later incorporated as a 
Village, but no report of such action wag ever made to the 
secretary of state. It became necessary to resubmit the mat- 
ter toa vote of the people. which was done in 1902, and it 
hbeeame incorporated under the general law. The following 
were the first town officers: President. Re I. Sidwell: clerk, 
D.°-G) Smith? trostecs, Diasil Gephart, Denman 
George Thode and olin Noffsinger. 


The village at present las the following corps of officers : 
President. George Goebel: clerk, J.T. Warner: trustees, Tra 
Voawell, Joli lige, Wri. Delreirity, wWilhant Sembelo Take 
Demer and Win, Malidstel: treasurer. I]. Reed: police mavis- 
trate, L. G. Wilson; marshal, Charles Zimimers. 


Seeor, hke many of the ofher towns of the county, has 
suffered greatly on several occasions from fire. In 1874 the 
Grand Hotel was destvoved entailing a loss of forty thous- 
and dollars on its owners and there was bnt little tnsurance 
to cover it. After this a few years. a seeond fire oeeurred 
that destroved the block faeing the railroad. In this fire TI. 
Ludwig lost his home and Ins family had a narrow eseape. 
The loss was quite heavy. December 28. 1905, the east half of 
the main bnsiness block was burned. The fire broke ont in 
the middle of the night and eould not be cheéked until the 
street was reached. These binildings have been replaced by a 
number of better buildings than before oecenpied that site. 
Tl. Ludwig, who suffered from this fire also has rebuilt. The 
Seeor hotel is another of these buildings. 


Zeiger and Ludwig assumed control of their general 
store in 1907. having sueeeeded Flessner and Zeiger who 
had been m busimess about cleven vears. Goebel and Guissner 
have a stock of general merchandise, oecupying the stand 
so lone oecupied by BE. F. Dierking. As before noticed, 
Adolph Harseim has a large veneral store. fH]. §. Brown and C. 
W. Frey have extensive hardware and implement stores, and 
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Charles de Long conducts the lumber yard and does con- 
tracting. 
Panola. 

Panola was oue of the villages along the Ilinois Central 
road, and it at one time seemed likely to become a town of 
considerable importance. As the county became more thick- 
ly settled and other railroads were built, it began to lose its 
hopes of a great future, and settled down to the qmet life 
it hag since enjoyed. The railroad was built in sections, and 
reached Panola before it was constructed thru Minonk, 
Timothy O'Connell, who aided in building the Central road, 
still lives there. Altho 82 years of age, his memory is still 
filled with stories of the early history of his township. Lle 
yemembers having planted the park around the station 
many years ago. ile was one ol the first men to work on the 
Central at Cairo. On the compiction of the road steps were 
taken for the establishment or a town. station was built 
in 1854, and B. Stockwell was the first agent. Ife was later 
tollowed by N. L. Seever and John Parks. The same year 
a postotfice was established there and F. 1. Barnard beeaine 
the first postmaster. The first buildings were erected by the 
Central. Aside from these, Wilham Crosley moved the first 
house to town from Greene township, and BF. 1. Barnard 
erected the first building. Thomas Junright established a 
boarding house, his patrons being principally railroad men. 
The first store was opencd by Wilham Crosley and Thomas 
Patterson in the fall of 1854. Steps were taken at an early 
date for the establishment of a town, if was platted for the 
Illinois Central, that owned the property on which the town 
was loeated, May 16th, 1805. The main sixeets were named 
for the common varieties of trees, such as Wickory, Walnut, 
Chestnut, Oak, Locust and Poplar. In 1855 James Dye 
opened a lumber yard and Henry Saltsman also opened his 
place of business the same year. The town grew rapidly, 
more business houses were erected and the people enjoyed 
an extensive trade. Among those who traded in Panola was 
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the Ray family. John Ray still has in his possession a bill 
for goods purchased of Crosley and Lewis, bearing the date 
of 1854. One of the articles mentioned in the bill was a pair 
of glasses, which Mr. Ray still has in his possession. 


There was originally a turntable south of Panola and 
the engines took wood there. Michael Kelly had charge of 
wooding the locomotives, and Michael Klug looked after th: 
pumping, 

The first chureh organized was of the Baptist denominea- 
lion in P57. UH drew many of its members from the Willow 
Tree Baptist church, which bad been organized in Greene 
township a vear catlier. This chureh prospered and in 1866 
awueat building was ereeted. In 1862 the United Brethren be- 
van to hold) services, and in 1875 they erected a church, 
vortheast of Panola. This strueture has in reeent vears fal- 
Jen into the hands of the Methodist Episcopal church, and 
is a part of the Gridley Greuit. Jn 1909 they crected a new 
building at the cost of $5,000. The Wvangehe:tl church now 
has services in town, being served by the pastor of the Evan- 
eclical chureh at ElPaso. 

In 1856 the people of Panola suffered a serious disap- 
pointment. They had expected that the Toledo, Peoria and 
Warsaw railroad would cross the Central there and great- 
ly increase the importance of the town by making it a rail- 
road junction, For some reason the road went two miles 
south of Panola, and the town never quite reeovered from 
the effects of this disappointment. E]Paso reaped the bene- 
fits that Panola had hoped to receive. 

Kappa. 


Prior to the establishment of the present village of 
Kappa in 1854, there was a postoffice loeated a short distance 
south of the town as it is now located. This was on a mail 
route between Ottawa and Bloomington, and deliveries were 
made there twice a week. The first postmaster was Caleb 
Ilorn. When the HHnois Central railroad was built thru the 
township, the village was established where it now stands. 


TOWNS OF THE COUNTY. 


lo 


23 


There were but few settlers in that vicinity at that time. and 
the location seemed especially promising for a town. It soon 
entered upon au era of prosperity that gave foundation for 
high hopes for its future greatness. These hopes were ¢ne 
couraged by a rumor that a new railroad from Peoria east 
would cross the Central at Kappa. The town soon becaure al 
important grain center. Farmers hauled grain for miles 
around to Kappa for shipment. Towns with railroad ac- 
commodations were widely scattered, and these drew eran 
from a wide territory. When the new railroad was built 
and the crossing with the Central was at ElPase. that town 
coon became a growing, prosperous village, while Kappa be- 
van to lose the prestige it had eaimed. 


The first agent at this place was C. D. Cook. the father 
of John W. Cook. now president of the Northern Ilh- 
nois Normal School, at DeKalb, and who cnjoys a national 
reputation as an educator. After leaving Kappa Av. Cook 
beeame prominent in the affairs of Illinois. Ile was appoint- 
ed by the state to look after the collection of its war claims 
ngainst the National government. He also had charge of a 
like commission from Missouri. 

J. W. Mann came from Boston to Kappa in March and 
was agent there for twenty years. Ile at one time also bought 
grain and stock there. When he gave up the ageney, the Hh- 
nois Central Company gave him a lot on which his store now 
stands. 

Ira C. Stone, known far and wide as the oldest man in 
the county, cane to Kappa from Buffalo, New York. in 1859, 
with his wife, son and daughter. These have all since 
died and Mr. Stone now has no blood relative living. He has 
passed his ninety-ninth year. and bids fair to live beyond 
his one hundredth. On coming to Kappa he entered busi-. 
ness and for many vears conducted a general store and: 
bought grain. The change from the city to the wild region to, 
which they had come was very great yet they soon became 
accustomed to the new ways of the people in the west, as, 
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IRA C. STONE. 
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this was termed. Mr. Stone is remarkably well preserved for 
a man of his age, and his mind retains the vigor and activi- 
ty of a much younger man. He and his son, Kugene, were 
connected with the enterprises of that portion of Woodford 
county for many years. 


One of the first business men of Kappa was Asa Sparks, 
who kept a general stock of merchandise. ile was preceeded, 
however, by Mr. Reed, who was in turn preceded by a Cana- 
dian, who was the first business man in the village. 


Christian Schafer was another of the early business men 
of the town. He entered business and reniained there until 
the business tides set in favor of ElPaso, when he removed 
to that place. Ile was very prosperous and at the time of his 
death was one of the wealthiest men in the county. 


About 1858 a German Lutheran church was formed, but 
it was later transferred to H1lPaso. In 1855 the M. i. class 
was organized and in 1874 a neat chureh was erected. The 
organization is a part of the Gridley charge. The Hvangeli- 
cal church also holds services there, the two congregations 
ineeting at different hours on the Sabbath day. The pastor 
of the Kappa church also preaches at the Centennial chureh 
in Palestine township. 


One of the more recent improvements is the introduc- 
tion of the rural telephone, with the central in the grain 
office. This has been in-operation for about eight years, and 
has an extensive system of phones. 


In 1884 the village was organized under the general 
law. I. C. Stone was the first mayor of the village. The of- 
ficers at present are as follows: President, KH. 4. Crawford; 
elerk, E. W. Porter, treagurer, J.C. McGraw; trustees, C. D. 
Witt, Ed. S. Summers, B. D. McClure, HW. WH. McClure, iu- 
gene Porter and W. M. Motherway. 


After the completion of the Central road, mail was 
earried from Kappa to Kureka, Spring Bay and intermedi- 
ate points, it beg delivered twice a week. The building, of 
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other railroads soon took from the village its prestige in 
this line also. 
Low Point. 

Low Point was first established at a point over a half 
mile southwest of the present site of the village. It derived 
the name from a low point of timber land on the south fork 
of Richland creek. The postoffice was on the stage route 
from Chicago, which was at that time an important line of 
travel. The first postmaster was Willian Dodds. Later J. E. 
Dodds conducted a store there, and continued to do business 
at that point until 1871, when he removed his store to the 
present site of Low Point. Jle was postmaster both before 
and after the removal of the offiee, A saw mill was put in 
operation in 1547, and did an extensive business. At that 
time goods were hauled to and from Peoria, Spring Bay, 
Chillicothe and Lacon, these being the nearest markets and 
sources of supply. 

The completion of the railroad thru the township gave a 
new impetus to its growth and resulted in building up three 
towns along its line of road within the township of Caze- 
novia. 

As previously suggested the site of Low Point changed 
and it was laid out near the railroad. In 1871 D. ID. Davi- 
son, who is survevor at the present time, surveyed the town 
for James G. Bayne, who came to the eounty in 1846. One 
of the early enterprises of the town was a tile faetory, first 
opened by John Pinkerton, but operated by his son, Osear. 
Of late the plant has fallen into disuse and decay. 

The business interests of the town ehanged hands quite 
frequently. J. E. Dodds and F. M. Patton formed a pariner- 
ship and erected one of the buildings now occupied by Banta 
Bros., and conducted a general store. Other names among 
the business records of the town are those of Charles and 
Joseph McCulloch, Smith and Amsler. Finally the business 
interests of the town came into the hands of Banta Brothers 
& Company. This enterprising firm now controls the lum- 


VOMiN col Win COU NIA 227 


her, grain, stock, implement, merchandise, grocery and bank- 
ing interests. They employ a large number of men and do 
an extensive business. This has made necessary new. quar- 
ters and they are at present engaged on a large new building. 
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There is a telephone exchange in connection with their other 
branches, and a number of conntry lines run into their een- 
tral office. 

In 1848 the first school house was built, many years be- 
fore the founding of the town. The first teacher was Orson 
Cheedje. It was located on the outskirts of the town. In 
1905 a convenient brick school house was ereeted and high 
school work was introduced under the principalship of Prof. 
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Harry Andrews. The building has two rooms equipped for 
school use. 

In 1851 a Methodist church was biult there under the 
leadership of their pastor, and it was dedicated by Rev. J. 
S. Cummins, who was presiding elder at that time. The class 
had been previously organized, and held services for some 
time without the convenience of a church. 

Cazenovia. 

On the completion of the railroad thru the township, a 
second town sprang np within two miles of Low Point, nain- 
ed Cazenovia for the township. It was laid out for W. O. 
Hammers and BE. N. Farnsworth in 1870. The postoffice was 
at once established and W. O. Hammers was the first post- 
master, John Wamilton, a brother of Mrs. Isaae Boys, was 
the first station agent. Wikoff & Bowen conducted the first 
grocery ou the site of the Speas ros. store building. Nick 
Portman, of Metamora, started the first dry goods store im 
a building owned by KE. N. Farnsworth, W. O. Ifammers and 
Richard anton. The first blacksmith shop was owned by 
a man named Kise. At the present time the large general 
store is conducted by Speas Bros. The hardware and imple- 
ment business is owned by Bachman Bros. The farmers in 
the vicinity of Cazenovia enjoy free telephone services. 
The eounty hnes organized were among the first in that vi- 
einity. They now have 15 of these running into their ex- 
change in Bachman Bros.’ office, and have over 150 phones 
on the line. Both Bachman Bros. and Speas Bros. have 
large brick buildings that are both substantial and eonyeni- 
Cnt, 

In 1858 the first school was built. In 1907 a new and 
modern structure was erected. It is one story in ncight and 
60 by 20 feet. The first church was built by the Baptist eon- 
gregation in 1873, being dedieated the first Sunday in Janu- 
ary, 1874. The dedication sermon was delivered by Rev. C. 
D. Merit, of Fairbury, who is named in the history of Mi- 
nonk as the founder of the Baptist ehurch in that city. Rev. 
W. KE. James was first pastor of the new chureh, and resid- 
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ed in Washburn until April, 1874, when he moved to Caze- 
novia. The Jot on which the church was built was donated 
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by Mary A. Farnsworth. Simce 1893 no services have been 
held in that church. Rev. Musser, of Metamora, was the last 
pastor. 

A second chureh was built after this by the Christian 
eongregation. This pulpit has been supphed for a number 
of years by students from Eureka College. There is a union 
Sunday school with an enrollment of 25 or 30 pupils. 

Woodford. 

There is another grain station in Minonk township be- 

sides Minonk. In 1874 John Warren had the town of Wood- 
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ford platted. It is located three miles sonth of Minonk, and 
a station was established with Jacob M. Ilolder as the first 
agent. The first store was opened by Ilenry Patton, who 
was also appointed the first postmaster. Six years ago the 
town suffered a fire that destroyed several business houses, 
including the postoffice. Since then the mail has been eared 
for in the grain office. The destroyed store buildings have 
never been rebuilt. The one store in town 1s condneted by 
Mr. Sehhnk. 
Goodfield and Congerville. 

In 1888 the village of Sehroek and Guthville were sur- 
veyed, the former for Joseph Schroek, January 2nd, of that 
year, and the latter for John Guth, August 29th. Phe build- 
ing of the Lake Erie and Western railroad led to the estab- 


CONGERVILLE CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL. 
lishment of the above towns, and the opening of convement 
markets in the southern part of the county. The names of 
the villages afterward became Congerville and Goodfield, 
respectively. 

The first postmaster at the former was Gus Naffzinger. 
The first business men were Gus Naffzinger and Marshall 
Iros., each of whom eonducted a general store. The first 
grain dealer was J. F. Tobias and the present dealer, Leshe 
Reel. There are two churehes, Lutheran and Mennonite. The 
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pride of the village is their handsome school building which 
was erected at a cost of more than $10,000. 

The village of Goodfield is also in Montgomery town- 
ship. Shortly after its organization a store was opened by 
Mr. Zimmerman and Hohulin Bros. soon began their im- 
plement business. In 1891 a Baptist ehureh was ereeted 
there and is still prosperous. It is a part of the Deer Creek 
charge. The same year a Methodist church was ereeted 
north of Goodfield, known as Galey chapel. Rev. A. O. IL. de 
la Gardie being pastor at the time. This has since been aban- 
doned and sold. A handsome brick school house hag reeent- 
ly been ecreeted and two teachers are now employed. It was 
ereeted in 1907. Simon Naffzinger has become a prominent 
figure in the business and political life of Goodfield during 
reeent years. 


CHAPTER XxX. 


Miscellaneous. 


N recent years the annual pienie of the Old Settlers’ As- 
| soviation has come to be very popular, and thousands of 
people attend the exercises given under the auspices of that 
organization each year. The pioneer hardships endured, 
serve to unite the early settlers thru the ties of common in- 
terest, and they gather # great numbers to renew acquaint- 
aneceships and exchange reminiscences of pioneer days. 
These gatherings are also a source of great interest to the 
younger generations. The stories of early struggles, endured 
with unflinching courage, awaken strong admiration in. the 
hearts of those nore favorably situated, as are the men of 
today. The programs presented consist of addresses and 
talks by men who have experienced some of the hardships 
of fe in an undeveloped country. 

In 1874 the Old Settlers’ Association was organized, 
and the year following the first meeting was held at Eureka. 
The following were the first officers chosen: President, John 
Summers; vice-president, W. R. Willis: secretary, R. N. Rad- 
ford; corresponding secretary, B. D. Meek: treasurer, P. IL. 
Vanee. The meeting of 1876 was held at Eureka July 4th, 
and that of 1877 was at Metamora. The constitution at that 
time provided that any one who was a resident of the county 
at the time of its organization in 1841 could become a mem- 
ber. The association at its first meeting elected the follow- 
ing vice-presidents from the various townslips: Montgom- 
ery, H. A. Robinson; Metamora, John W. Page; Cruger, 
M. FE, Davidson; Palestine, L. P. Uereford; Panola, M. R, 
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Bullock ; Greene, Thomas .\. \MeCord: Olio, Thomas Bullock, 
Sr.; Worth, Charles Molitor: Partridge, Isaac Snyder ; Caze- 
novia, Jesse Lammers; Clayton, Harvey Davison; ElPaso, I. 
W. Bulloek; Kansas, A. W. Carlock: Roanoke. Jacob Banta; 
Spring Bay, Dr. J. G. Zeller: Minonk, BE. D. Davison. 


The list of the original members of the association can 
nut be obtained, but from other sources a few of the names 
of members have been secured. In addition to the ahove 
named officers were the following: Ouimo Pages. ©. Wat 
kins, Zadock Hall, D. Kindig, W. Lamson, George Arrow- 
smith. Thomas Clark, Wm. H. Delph, Benj. Grove, John 
Warren, Abner Mundell, Simeon Mundell. Jesse Ilammers, 
Samuel Mundell, W. Drennen, John Tanton, Richard Tan- 
ton, Thaddeus Page. N. Dutton, W. P. Brown, D. D. Fair- 
child, L. P. Morse, J. G. Bayne, Joseph Morley. J. 5. Whit- 
mire, Ilenry Martin, B. J. Radford. 


The association was not maintained with wnimpatred 
regularity. For a time its meetings were abandoned, and in 
1891 a meeting was held in ElPaso for the purpose of reor- 
ganizing the assoviation. A new constitution was adopted 
and the requirements for inembership were changed. H 1s 
now asked that an applicant for membership be over 50 years 
of age and that he has lived in the county at least 35 years. 
The meetings in 1891 and “°2 were held at ElPaso, 1893, 94, 
95, 706, “97, 798, “99, and 1900 at the camp ground in En- 
veka. In 1901 the meeting was held at Metamora and that 
city was chosen as the permanent home of the association. 
The following have served as presidents of the organization 
+n the order in which they are given. Presidents: Samuel 
Stitt, F. D. Learned, W. M. Bullock. & HH. MeClure, J. H. 
Reeder, E. S. Fursman, B. J. Radford, James W.Pleasant, 
AL W. Wilson and John L. MeGuire. E. W. Diekinson has 
served as secretary-treasurer for a number of years. The 
records of this association bring to mind the names of many 
settlers not previously mentioned. 


One of these pioneers who came to this county at an 
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early date was Jehu Hinshaw. His father, George Hinshaw, 
came to Blooming Grove, near the present site of Blooming- 
ton, in 1827. There was no town there at the time of his 
coming. In 1840 he moved to Kansas township, J. D. 
Franklin coming at the same time. Dolphus Hinshaw, who 
now resides in Enreka, is the son of Jel Tinshaw and has 
many interesting memories of pioneers experiences. The 
prairies were wild and unbroken, Ths father was one of the 
settlers that marked the roads between Mast White Oak 
Grove and Bloomington. This was twelve miles in length 
and did not follow any direet line, but wound around, the 
highest ground being chosen, as it was less likely to become 
swampy or to be covered by ponds. The road was marked 
hy plowing a furrow on each side of it with a prairie plow 
and ox team. Much time was spent in hunting m those days 
and Jehu Hinshaw, Winton Carlock, Zachary Brown and 
Isane Allen spent many a day in the pleasures of the 
hint. Deer were very plentiful and these were the 
hunter's coveted prize. Many of them were quite gentle and 
would come up to the honses. On one oeeasion a deer came 
up to the fence that surrounded Mir. Himshaw’s yard and 
looked over the fenee. Mrs. Ilinshaw shot at it, but failed 
to bring it down. The only apparent result was that it 
tossed its head and ran away. 


The last few vears of the life of this pioneer were spent 
at Kureka, where his death ocenrred at the advanced age of 
SG years. 


In 1856 Andrew Tomb eame to Woodford county and 
settled in the viemity of Eureka. Mrs. Tomb remembers 
when the postoffiee. grocery and dry goods store were all in 
a single small building. She also reealls many of the great 
changes that have oceurred since that time. Several of the 
members of this family have been widely known in the 
county. Andrew C. and John C. Tomb are each of them 
well known in a business way. The former conduets an ex- 
tensive poultry business, and the latter was at one time 
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connected with him, but he has recently moved to the home 
farm, northwest of Kureka. Other children are -laines, Mary 
und William ‘Toinb. 

Much earlier than this, Matthew Tomb, a brother of 
Andrew, came to this county and settled. This family ex- 
perienced many of the pioneer hardships. Of the members 
of this home, but one remains, John W. Tomb. Another son, 
A. J. Tomb, was a resident of Kureka for a number of years, 
but at the time of his death was a resident of Peoria. 


Another Matthew Tomb, a cousin of Andrew and Mat- 
thew Tomb previously referred to, came thro from Ohie in 
1855, as was usually the case they made the trip across the 
states In wagons, and naturally met with many hindrances 
on the way. Ile was the father of a number of children, who 
have since become widely known thruout the county. R. D., 
John and Smith Tomb are sons, while Mrs. Wilson, Mrs. Ed. 
Moore and Mrs. Grant are daughters. 

Two other pioneers are Mr. and Mrs. Peter Kennell, 
each of whom were born in the eounty. Christian Kennell, 
the father of Peter, eame to Woodford county from Franee 
in 1842, and settled in Worth township. Tis death occurred 
in Metamora about 18 years ago. Other members of this 
family are Christian and Joseph Camp. Mrs, Kennell’s 
father, Debolt Hlousholter, Sr., came here from the border- 
land of Franee, having first stopped in Pittsburg a short 
time. The family settled in Worth township about 1846. 
Of the members of this family still residing in Woodford 
eounty are Debolt Ilousholter, Jr., Mars. Joseph Camp and 
Mrs. Christian Risser. 

James Finley came to Woodford eounty in 1836 and set- 
tled in what was then known as Walnut Grove. He came to 
Woodford county from Cecil eounty, Maryland, and built a 
log cabin near the present site of the college campus in Ku- 
reka. IIe, together with the Meeks, Radfords, Davidsons, 
Majors, Dickinsons and Oatmans, was among the early set- 
tlers of that region. The family later moved to Versailles 
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and finally moved onto a square section on the Maekimaw 
river, there Shelby M. Cullom broke prairie for them im 1850. 
The parents of Senator Cullom came to linois while it was 
still a new state and settled near the borders of Woodford 
county. Here the clildhood of the present senator was 
spent, and he experienced many pioneer hardships. Ie 
broke a great deal of prairie land. and was employed by AIr. 
Finley in this task. An ox team was used in breaking the 
prairies. Samuel Finley, one of his sous, was a well known 
figure in the county for many years. Ile grew up with a 
great love of the woods and was never so happy as when 
on a hunting trip. He provided game Tor the table, and 
made a practice of selling game and furs. During the years 
when Mr. Finley was an active hunter. he killed more than 
three hundred deer. In one day he brought down for of 
these aninials. Tle killed three one morning before break- 
fast, and on one occasion killed two bueks with one shot 
from his rifle. He bagged more than three hundred wild 
turkey the largest of which weighed over thirty pou Is. 
On one oceasion he and his brother got cighty-seven prairie 
echiekens in about eight hours with rifles. Foxes, wolves, 
raccoons. opossums and many other varieties of game fell 
before the rifle of this sturdy hunter. Mas. Samuel Finley 
aso came from a pioneer family. her maiden name being 
Laytin. The family settled in Tazewell county near the sef- 
tlement made by the Culloms and Smalls. As was custom- 
ary in those days, she spent many a day in the harvest 
field, and she was accustomed to spin and weave, as were 
most of the housewives of ploneer days. 

J.C. Finley of Eureka is a grandson of James Finley, 
the pioneer. Charles Finley is another of the descendants 
of this settler. 

Amony other well known names are those ‘of the Brn- 
bakers of Eureka. In the early davs of the development of 
the eounty Benjamin Brubaker came here from Ohio. As 
was customary the journey was made across country in 
covered wagons, about two months being consumed in the 
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trip. They first came to the state with the intention of set- 
tling in the vicinity of Rockford and Mr. Brubaker started 
out on horseback to go to that place to select a farm. Before 
traveling a great distance he came up with a man, who was 
walking. He dismounted and walked a distanee with hin, 
and was told of a farm for sale just west of the present site 
of Eureka. Instead of continuing lis journey, Ae Brubaker 
turned back, visited the farm and purchased it. The family 
retained possession of it until about 1876. It is now kuown 
as the I. K. Swisher farm. Seven children came with their 
parents to this county, and of this number but two remain 
in the county, Peter and David Brubaker, both of Eureka. 
Four members of this family enlisted in the Union army, 
Peter and David being among the number. Among the 
younger generation are a number of well Known men, 
among them being W. HH. Brubaker, a prominent business 
man of Benson. 


Christopher Roth came to Ameriea in 1844, and first set- 
tled in Texas. Ue remained there but a short time and 
moved north. Le finally came to Hlinois about 1847, and 
settled in the vicinity of Metamora. but one representative 
of the family is still a resident of the county: Jaeob Roth, 
for many years a well known business man of the county. 


F. F. Briggs, for many years a prominent figure in the 
business cireles of Metamora, came to Hlinois in 1851, and 
soon embarked in the undertaking business in the county 
seat. Ile was a man who was very accurate in keeping his 
books, and he had a record of funerals conducted dnring 
a half century of business life. Several members of this 
family continue to reside in the county. 


One of Eneland’s contributions tu the growth of Wood- 
ford eounty was Thomas Whorrall, who came to Metamora 
at an carly date. He was a prominent member of the ehureh 
and frequently filled the pulpit im various churches of the 
Methodist denomination of which he was a member. Ile oe- 
eupied the farm and met with snecess in his chosen field of 
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labor. A number of vears ago he removed to Towa and set- 
tled in Grundy county. Other members of the family locat- 
ed in that state, and they prospered in their new home 
Since going to Lowa both Ma. and Mrs. Whorrall have died. 
They have four sons there now, BH. K. and Joseph Whorrall, 
of Beaman; James and William Whorvall, of Conrad. Rev. 
Charles Whorrall, whose burial recently occurred at Wash- 
burn, was another son of this estimable couple. Tle was 
prominent as a minister of the Presbyterian church. 


The Tlammers family has been identified with the Is- 
tory of the country now known as Woodford county since 
A.D. 1835, at which time -lesse TLamimers came with his fam- 
ily from Greene county. Pennsylvania, fo what was at that 
time a part of Tazewell county and settled just west of the 
present village of Cazenovia, in the edge of the HWlinois river 
timber, the greater part of his fam lying on the prairie ad- 
joining the timber, Tfis father-m-law, Isaac Buekmehain, 
and kis brother-in-elaw . dames Boys, who was one of the first 
county commissioners of Woodford county, having come 
from Pennsylvania and settled in the same neighborhood a 
vear or two prior to his coming, 


Jesse Hanmners lived on the farm where he first settled 
all the rest of his Hfe and died there in 1880. Tle was always 
interested in the development of the new country and did 
much personally to advance its agricultural, horticultural 
and live stock interests. [He encouraged the development of 
the educational and religious interests of the community and 
did his share towards the establishment of schools 
and vhurches. Ile also assisted in the organization 
of the county fair held) for many years at Meta- 
mora and was for some time president of — that 
organization. Tle was the first breeder of Short Horn 
cattle in the connty., a business which his son-in-law, 
IIon. P. A. Coen, afterwards also carried on very suceessful- 
ly. At his death he left surviving him his widow. Ruah 
Hammers, who has since died, and his children Joseph S. 
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Hammers, Morgan Bb. Hammers. James A. Ilammers and 
Wilham O. Hammers. 

Joseph S. Ifammers came with his father, Jesse 
Hammers, to the country, afterwards Woodford eounty, in 
1835 when he was but two years of age. In 1856 he was 
elected county surveyor and served in that capacity four 
years. In 1857 he settled on a farm in Greene township, upon 
which farm he resided until his death, which oecurred in 
1893. Ie was a successful farmer and stockinan and a promi- 
nént breeder of short-horn cattle. Ile left surviving him his 
widow, Eleanor Hammers, and his children, Isaac B. Ilam- 
mers, Laura I. Nelson, Charles 1H, Hammers, Lewis J. Ilam- 
mers, James R. Haminers and William E. Hammers all of 
whom still reside in the county except Laura Il. Nelson, who 
resides at Ainsworth, lowa, and Lewis J. Llammers who 1s 
wu prominent doctor at Lexington, Ilnois. 

Isaae B. Hammers is an attorney at E]Paso, Illinois, and 
represented this senatorial district in the 39th and 40th 
General Assemblies. 

Morgan B. Hamers settled in Greene township and 
resided there until his death in 1882, He left surviving him 
Rosa B. Hammers, his widow and his children, Ella B. Wam- 
mers, Lilhan Hammers, Jesse Hammers, Morgan Tlammers 
and Edna Ilammiers. 

James A. Ilammers at the beginning of the civil war 
enlisted as a private in the 77th Reginient Hlinois Volunteer 
Infantry and served three years and re-enlisted and was 
mustered out as orderly sargeant, his rank having been con- 
ferred upon him for bravery in action. After the close of 
the war he settled on a farm which was part of the original 
homestead of Jesse Jammers where he resided until 1878, in 
which year he went to Anthony, Kansas, and now resides in 
Los Angeles, California. 

William O. Hammers at the breaking out of the civil 
war enlisted in the 77th Regiment Illinois Volunteer In- 
fantry and was chosen Lieutenant of his company. He res 
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mained in the active service for about two years when his 
health failed and he resigned and eame home to recover Ins 
health. After some time he re-entered Chicago University 
and was in due course graduated from that school. THe lo- 
cated on the farm where Cazenovia now stands and lived 
there until 1878. IIe now resides at Eunice, La. 

About 1850 Joseph 
Ilammers, father — of 
Jesse Tlammers and 
James Hammers, -oseph 
T. Tlammers and lis sis- 
ter, Mary “ivers, with 
their families came out 
from Pennsylvama and 
settled in Greene town- 
ship ain Woodford 
county, where Joseph 
Tlammers and his wife 
died. Mary Myers after- 
wards removed to Pano- 
la in said county and 
died there about 1880. 
Joseph TT. Hammers, 
James Hammers and 

JOHN LEYS. Samuel Tammers all re- 
moved from the county in 1874 or prior to that date and for 
many vears lived at or near Clearwater, Kansas. at which 
place the most of their children still reside. 


The county has profited by coming in touch with the 
IJammers family as they one and all have been good citizens 
and patriotic. progressive, high-minded men. 

The Woodford County Agricultural <Association of 
which Jesse Hammers was one of the organizers was form- 
ed in 1858. Its object was to hold an annual fair at Meta- 
mora. The following were the officers: President, Jesse 
Ilammers; vice-president, Charles Rich; secretary, H. L. 8S. 
Haskell; treasurer, John W. Page; directors, Tloraee Hazen, 
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George Ray and John J. Perry. While the fair was a great 
sueeess in other ways, 1t was not a success financially and 
was abandoned in 1870. 

One of the most familiar figures in eonnection with of- 
ficial affairs of the eounty was that of Hokum bens. Por 
thirty-one years he was either a deputy or official in the ser- 
yiee of Woodford county, and was as well versed in the 
duties of the various positions that he filled as any one in 
this portion of Illinois. 

Ile was born.in Burges, Belgium, March 2ist, 1837, and 
his early education was gained while living there. Te later 
attended the Antwerp Naval school and spent sume years as 
a sailor and received a certifieate of navigation from the 
French government. In 1897 he came to Chicago and from 
there came to Woodford county. Later he removed to Me- 
Lean county. Ie enlisted in Company C of the 33rd In- 
fantry, August 15th, 1861, at Bloomington. 

On the day of his return from the war, he was married 
to Miss Ann Taylor. Six ehildren were born to this union, of 
whom Edna L. Evey, Anna L. Hodgson, J. H. and J. Albert 
Leys, still survive. 

The newly married couple settled in Kansas township 
and remained there until 1874, when Mr. Leys was appoint- 
ed deputy county clerk. He served as deputy until 1886, 
when he was clected county clerk. After one term he again 
hecame deputy, and served until 1593, when he was appoint- 
ed to fill the unexpired term of T. A. Huxtable. Ilis death 
occurred at Eureka. December Ist, 1905, having been in the 
serviee of the county thirty-one years. 

James Shiclds, Sr., came to Clayton township at an 
early date in its development and purchased the farm now 
occupied by his son, John Shields. It was bought from the 
Illinois Central, which had secured it directly from the gov- 
ernment as a part of the grant received to aid in the con- 
struction of the road. Of this family James and John Shields 
reside in the county. as do also two daughters, Mrs. Charles 
Iloffman and Mrs. Frank Bentfeld. : 
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Allen Hart was born in Westchester county, New York, 
in 1803. Tle came to Hudson, T1., m 1836, and moved to 
what is now the Tart 
homestead in Palestine 
township in 1837, having 
purchased the property 
from the U. 8. govern- 
ment. Ile was a member 
of the first jury that ever 
tried a case in Woodford 
county. This case wus 
heard at the April term of 
the circuit court at Ver- 
suilles, mm 1842 and was en- 
titled: “*The People, ete. 
ys Jos. li Gandiei m= 
dictment for attempt to do 

— bodily injury.’’? The ver- 
LOUIS H. VAN ALSTINE. ciet was eililty, eindeGarde 
ner was fined $30 and costs. One of the attorneys in the 
ease was Abraham LineotIn. In 18590 when Palestine town- 
ship (whieh then included ElPaso township) was organized, 
Alr. Hart was elected supervisor, which office he held for 
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several terms. Ile was the first passenger to land at Kappa 
from a passenger train, having returned from a visit to New 
York just in time to get on board the first passenger train 
that ever passed through Kappa, whieh was in 1854. Mr. 
Ilart died in 1879 very suddenly of heart disease. He was 
a pleasant and very popular gentleman and his family are 
all highly respected. A son, Joln Hart, and Mrs. Judge 
Kennedy and bis grand-children, Cireuit Clerk Louis Van 
Alstine and Mrs. Wm. A. VanAlstine, still reside in Wood- 
ford county. Attorney Tlarvey Ilart and Dr. Ed Tart with 
their two sisters and mother reside in Bloomington. Wilson. 
A. Hart is in the banking and abstracting business at La 
Jaunta, Colorado, 
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Mrs. Nancy Kirk one of the oldest residents of Minonk 
was born in Ireland in 1819. She eame to America in 1845 
and two years later she was married to William Kirk. She 
has nine children living; Wm. Kirk, of Woodford ; Mas. 5. 
A. llilsabeck, Minonk; Samuel Kirk, Iowa City; Mrs. JG: 
Ililsvbeck, Hastings. Neb.; Mrs. Cc. A. Trunk, Chatsworth, 
Matthew Wirk, Minonk; Mrs. Anna Kindig, Burlington; Mrs. 
\L. T. Meath, Chicago, and Janes S. Kirk, Minonk. 


The Oldest Woman. 


The oldest woman in 
the county ix Mrs. Volke 
Uphoff, who was born 
in Riepe, Germany, 1 
1811. If she lives until 
June 4th, 1910, she will 
have reached her 99th 
year. She was the wife 
of Wait Uphoft, whose 
death occurred a nuin- 
ber of years ago. They 
came to America in 1855 
and remained in Peoria 
two years. They then 
eame to Clayton town- 
ship and settled on the 
farm in 1857. APite 
country was then wild 
and almost unsettled, 

MRS. NANCY KIRK. while the broad prairies 
were unbroken. They suffered the usual hardships conneet- 
ed with pioneer life, but in spite of it all they prospered. 


Mrs. Uphoff has many descendants, who hope to see Nene 
pass the century mark and live far beyond it. The children 
are B. W., Adam W., J. W., Bartlett W. Uphoff and Mrs. 
Giles. There are forty-two grand-children and sixty-eight 
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great grand-children. The subject of our sketch now re- 
sides in Benson, where she enjoys excellent health for one 
of her advaneed age. 


VOLKE UPHOFF. 
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The Law. 


In the early days of the county, attorneys were rarely 
seen within its borders, but as the country became more 
thickly settled, the demand for the services of the exponents 
of the law became more and more pressing. It was not, 
however, until after the organization of the county that a 
lawyer became a resident within its borders. The attorneys 
of those days drove great distanves to appear before the 
court, and it was no uncominon occurrence for ore to drive 
from Springfield to plead a cause in Woodtord county. The 
attorneys present at the first session of court at Versailles 
included a number who afterward gained wide reputations 
as attorneys and pohticians. Among these were Abraham 
Lincoln, John T. Staurt and Stephen T. Logan. The former 
had already given promise of future greatness, altho no one 
foretold for him the great career that he later made. Tle 
had been in the state legislature and had made something of a 
reputation as a publie speaker. Ile was more famous as i 
story teller at that time than for any other talent. Ile had 
just closed his partnership with John T. Staurt, who had 
been elected in 1837 over Stephen A. Douglas as a member 
of congress; and had formed partnership with Judge 
Stephen T. Logan, one of the ablest lawyers in the stat. 
This group of attorneys was alone sufficient to make this 
session of court famous as a gathering of great men, bni 
there were others there whose names have been justly revord- 
ed in the hearts of the people as truly great men There 
was the gallant Col. Ed. D. Baker, justly famed as the silver 
tongned Baker. David Davis, noted for his broad mind and 
sound judgment, while John J. Harding and A. Gridley 
were among the others present. There was the greatest 
spint of good fellowship among them and there was an 
absenee of that disposition of abuse that is now occasionally 
witnessed in court. The first Heensed attorney was John B. 
Holland. He became well known in the county, and served 
as probate justice for several years. Other familiar names 
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among the attorneys of an early day were those of Cie 
Chitty, A. E. Stevenson, S. P. Shope, J. A. Briggs, C. H. Rad- 
ford, B. D. Meek, Robert T. Cassell and others 


Medicine. 


The first physieian in the county was Dr. Hazzard, who 
settled in Germantown in 1836. There had been others, sueh 
as Ben Major, who were skilled in the use of medicine but 
there were none prior to that time who devoted themselves 
exclusively to the practice of a physician, Dr. A. Reynolds 
was a pioneer physician at Bowling Green. J. 5. Whitmire 
came to Metamora in 1847 and was for many years a well 
known figure among the members of the medical fraternity. 
Few among the early settlers who were not aequainted with 
lis name, which was a household word among them. Ile 
associated with him in his praetice, Dr. Z. TL Whitmire. An- 
other well known figure was that of Dr. Tweddale, of Wash- 
burn, who for many years was a sueeessful practitioner in the 
county. Dr. Wileox at Minonk was for many years a leader 
in the professional and political life of the eounty. Te has 
been succeeded by his son, who is a very sueceessful ply- 
sician. Dr. Lichtenberger was another prominent doctor. 
Ilis son, N. C. Lichtenberger, still resides in Knreka, where 
his father practieed. Other well known naimes are Drs. 
Crawford, Rosenberg, Slemmons, Schiffbauer, Tribbey and 
John, 

In 1870 the Woodford County Medieal Association was 
organized and semi-annual mectings are now held. 


Historical Society. 

Another organization that has a growing membership is 
that of the Woodford County Ilistorical Association. It 
was formed in Deeember, 1903, and holds its meetings semi- 
annually. The purpose of the soeicty is to collect historieal 
data and to keep it in a manner that will make it of serviee 
in supplying a eomplete record of matters pertaining to the 
erowth and development of the county. The following are 
officers: President, L. J. Freese; vice-president, Isaac B. 
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Hlammers; seeretary, Miss Amanda Jennings; treasurer, | 
Amos Marshall. The association gives promise of great 
usefulness. 

A Sad Accident. 

One of the most serious accidents that ever oceurred in 
Eureka was that in whieh W. E. Wyrick, city marshal, lost 
lis life. H was his custom 
to look after the pumping . 
for the city water works, 
and went down to the 
plant early ‘Tuesday 
mormimng, October 12th. 
Ile had been there but a 
short time when the muf- 
fler of the gasoline engine 
exploded and he wasg_ so 
seriously injured that his 
death oceurred in a short 
time. lle sueeeeded in 
dragging himself a short 
distance from the pump- 
ing station, and attracted 
the attention of the people 

W. E. WYRICK. of the vicinity by ealling 
for assistanee. Aid was of no avail. He died at 7:15 A. M. 
Ile was born in Pennsylvania, October 12th, 1868, and was 
married to Miss Minnie Brandt in this eity. He was a mem- 
ber of the Knights of Pythias and Modern Woodmen, and 
had made a splendid reeord as city marshal. 
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